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PREFATORY.

A WORD of apology is due for the delay in publishing

this History. The most of it was written on the field,

during active operations of the army, and would have

been published soon after the Eegiment was discharged,

but for unavoidable circumstances which required it to

be laid aside. What value or interest it possesses is due

to the rolls and glorious records of the services of the

men who were connected with the Regiment. In future

years, these will be a matter of interest to Delawarians

generally, and especially to their friends who may, with

just pride, refer to them without reference to the time

of publication or party name.
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DELAWARE VETERAN VOLUNTEERS.

CHAPTER I.

ORIGIN.

On the 16th of August, 1863, I was standing be-

neath the beautiful forest trees which shade the stone

church at Bristorburg, Virginia, to witness for the

first time after the battle of Gettysburg, the Sunday-

morning inspection of the First Regiment of Dela-

ware volunteers. Each company filed out from their

quarters and formed into line. One sergeant led a

solitary man, who was the only one of his company

present; and, all told, there were less than one hun-

dred men. I could not suppress a sigh, and the

fountains of tears were unsealed as my eye scanned

the dwindled companies and shortened line of a

brave and gallant regiment. A portion of each
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company was present, but, alas ! we asked ourselves,

where are the officers and men who once formed that

line? True, some were on picket, and others on

detached duty, but that did not answer the question.

The sequel shall show. I looked for the flag,
—" the

dear old flag." It was there. Yes, thank God, we

still had our State and National colors. But oh!

how changed were they. Just one year before I had

taken them as a present from the citizens of Dela-

ware to Colonel J. W. Andrews, then commanding

the Regiment at Suffolk, and when unfurled they

were new and beautiful, without a spot, wrinkle, or

rent,—now, soiled, pierced and tattered, they, droop-

ing, hugged the staff as if in mourning for the

braves who had fallen beneath them, and in their

defence.

The color sergeant, whose fellow had fallen on the

bloody field of Gettysburg, looked like one who felt

that he should see his brother's face no more, nor

hear his voice again.

Whilst witnessing the review my mind ran through

the events of the past two years, and the thought

occurred to me that a history of the Pvegiment

might be an acceptable and useful one. It cannot,

in many parts, be otherwise than sad, and, to some,

it must be only sad. But the record is a bright one



FIRST DELAWARE REGIMENT. 11

and should not be lost. I would that it might be

full and complete, but who shall essay to write a full

history of one man ? Much less shall any one at-

tempt to write the history of a thousand men.

See you yon gallant ship riding on the blue waves

of the rolling sea? To tell whence she came and

whither she is bound, who mans and who commands

her, is one thing; but to tell whence her timbers

came and who hewed them, who forged her bolts and

who her architects were, who fastened her ropes,

and who hung her sails, who have her helmsmen

been, and who her pilots, what precious freight she

has borne, what climes visited, what storms encoun-

tered, and what dangers escaped, is another and more

difficult task.

The Kegiment had its origin in patriotism and

loyalty to the Government and not in partisanship.

Patriotism was awakened when the first shot was

fired across the bow of the " Star of the West"

sailing into Charleston harbor to reinforce and pro-

vision the little garrison in Fort Sumpter, It was

fully aroused when that fort fell into the hands of

the Secessionists.

The call of the President for seventy-five thousand

men to defend our Capital, and to " retake, hold and

possess the public property " which had been seized
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by the Eebels, called them together. They came

from workshops and farms, from counting-houses and

seminaries of learning. Mothers gave their sons,

wives their husbands, and sisters their brothers to

their country's service. It seemed to one knowing

these men that they had not thought of any party

but that which was on the side of their country and

its constitution. Each man decided for himself

whether he belonged to that class.

The excitement was intense. A disruption of the

nation had been predicted and threatened. Yet who

believed it would ever occur. Such a monstrosity

had not been seriously anticipated. The country

had not been prepared for its inception. One State

after another at the South had passed an ordinance

of secession—that we knew. But what of it ? We
saw batteries building around Fort Sumpter, but we

had not believed they would ever open upon that

fortification, which was built with its port holes

towards the sea to defend Charleston from foreign

foes. A domestic enemy mad enough, and bad

enough, to attack it, we thought, did not and could

not exist. In this we were mistaken. The batteries

opened. The little garrison fought well—bravely

fought—but Fort Sumpter fell ! The South shouted

for joy. At the North tears fell like rain. Hearts
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burned with indignation. The blood boiled with

wrath. Arms were nerved for a desperate struggle,

and men rushed to the Capital for its defence. Be-

fore they reached it, however, the first blood of pa-

triots in the great rebellion was shed in the streets of

Baltimore.

On the 19th of April, just eighty-six years from

the first battle in the Revolutionary struggle, the

Sixth Regiment of Massachusetts, marching to Wash-

ington, was attacked in Baltimore and several of its

members were murdered. The bridges of the Phila-

delphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad were

burned, and thus the communication of Washington

with the Northern States was interrupted. It was

enough—too much. Massachusetts announced that

for every one of her sons who was killed in the

contest for the government of their fathers, ten

should arise to avenge their death. The fire which

had but just been kindled How burst into a flame.

The whole North awoke to the dreadful realities of

actual war.

In answer to the call of the President for troops

to defend Washington, Delaware was among the first

of the States to send out her three months' men.

The duty assigned them was to guard the Philadel-

phia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad from

2
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Elkton, Maryland, to Gunpowder River, and to keep

open the communication between Washington and

the North.

Though an important duty, it proved not to be

a difficult or dangerous one, and ample time was

given for the discipline and drill of the troops

by its accomplished commander. Colonel H. H.

Lockwood, wTho afterwards became a brigadier-

general of volunteers. When the regiment was

afterwards re-organized, and entered the service

of the United States, for three years or the war,

the officers and men who had been under his in-

struction gave good proof of the ability and faith-

fulness of that accomplished army officer.

The following is a list of the officers of the " Three

Months' Regiment ":—

Colonel, H. EL Lockwood.

Lieutenant-Colonel, JY W. Andrews.

Major, Robert Lammot.

Surgeon, R. W. Johnson.

Assistant-Surgeon, James Knight.

Adjutant, Lieutenant W. P. Saville.

Quartermaster, H. Alderdice.

Captain, Evans Watson, Company A.

First Lieutenant, E. C* Alexander, " "

Second Lieutenant, F, Houseman, " w
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Captain, Charles Lammot, Company B.

First Lieutenant, Plunket, " "

Second Lieutenant, A. Vandever, " "

Captain, James Bare, u
C.

First Lieutenant, W. C. McKaig, " "

Second Lieutenant, ——, " "

Captain, James Green, " D.

First Lieutenant, E. Joyce Smithers) " "

Second Lieutenant, S. Simpson, " "

Captain, Bobert Milligan, ,
" E.

First Lieutenant, B. Nields, " "

Second Lieutenant, L. Wales, " "

Captain, Thomas Crossley, " F.

First Lieutenant, Kichard Duncan, " "

Second Lieutenant, W. Plunkett, " a

Captain, J. Kodney Layton, u G.

First Lieutenant, D. W. Maull, (M.D.)

Second Lieutenant, W. Y« Swigget, " "

Captain, S* H. Jenkins, " H.

First Lieutenant, J. H. Knight, " "

Second Lieutenant, Daniel Woodall, " f<

Captain, James Leonard, " I.

First Lieutenant, - " "

Second Lieutenant, " "

Captain, Smith,
u K
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First Lieutenant, Charles Bird, Company K.

Second Lieutenant, W. H. Cleader,

These officers, and the men under their commands,

having served their term, were mustered out and

discharged, in the city of
%
Wilmington, in August.

But the rebellion had not been suppressed*

Disasters to our arms having occurred at Bull Bun,

in July, the rebellion assumed larger proportions

than was anticipated. The exigencies of our country

required a larger army, and for a longer term of

service. Another call was made for three hundred

thousand men, to serve for three years or the war

;

and a second regiment in the State had began to

be formed before the expiration of the term of

the three months' men* But that, when raised

to the maximum, would not fill the States quota

called for by the Government, and the re-organiza-

tion of the first regiment was commenced in August,

1861, and in September it was full, having nine

hundred and sixty men.

Fully armed and equipped, the Kegiment struck

tents, at Camp Andrews, near Hare s Corner, New
Castle Co., Delaware, where they had been en-

camped, at sunrise, on Sunday, October 20th, 1861,

and marched to Newport. From this point they

were transported in cars to Baltimore, and thence
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by steamboat, to Fortress Monroe, where we arrived

on the next day.

At Newport, a large crowd of relatives and

friends assembled to witness the departure of the

troops from the State, and to take leave of husbands,

sons, brothers and friends. It was a sad day to

many a heart. The war though terrible had been

distant, now it seemed to come near and to carry off

from the hearthstone and the domestic circle the stay

and idol of the family. But it was, too, a day of

pride. There were few, probably, in all that com-

pany who would have recalled an officer or soldier

from the ranks. They were going, most of them at

least, from a sense of duty which they owed the

Government to defend the time honored flag of the

country against the assaults of unreasonable and

wicked men, who, disappointed in obtaining posses-

sion of the Government in the legitimate and con-

stitutional manner, at the ballot-box, were now

essaying to seize it by force of arms. If their

candidate for the Presidency had been elected, there

would have been no war, unless some of the North-

ern States had rebelled. In that case, they who

asked to be " let alone," in their attempts to divide

the country, would, probably, have fought to enforce

the constitution and the laws over the whole land as

2*
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in duty bound to do. Our soldiers asked not who

they were who had assailed the flag. It was enough

for them to know that the flag had been fired upon,

and an attempt was made to overthrow the govern-

ment. They would as readily have marched to

Vermont as to Virginia to resent the insult, and

they were the exponents of the sentiments of the

people who were proud of their soldiers for volun-

teering so promptly to defend their country. Well

they might be. For a more patriotic regiment has

not been in the field, nor one who has performed

their duties better, or for less pecuniary advantage.

It was not large bounties which were offered and

paid that called those nine hundred and sixty men

from their homes. They accepted the ordinary

monthly pay of the soldier, and went forth glowing

with a love of their country. Not waiting to see

if others would go, they sprang nobly to the

rescue.

Who does not remember how England was moved,

when her people heard that Captain Wilkes had

fired a shot across the bow of the " Trent" sailing

under British colors, with Mason and Slidell on

board ? Immediately she began to prepare for war

with America, and spent many millions of dollars

before the affair was adjusted between the two
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Is the flag of Great Britain dearer to

Englishmen than are the stars and stripes to us?

•Neither Great Britain, or any other power on earth,

would have allowed a portion of their domain to be

wrested from them without an effort to sustain it.

And why should the United States suffer a portion

of her territory to be separated from the rest and

organized into a foreign, rival, and hostile nation.

Florida, the key of the Gulf of Mexico, had been

purchased from Spain, and Louisiana, holding the

mouths of the Mississippi—God s great highway to

the ocean for the Northwestern States and Terri-

tories—had been bought from France, that neither

might be held by a foreign government.

Our interests and our honor at home and abroad

were involved. Our ' national existence in its integ-

rity was at stake. To refuse or hesitate to strike for

our country would have been cowardly and base.

What if they were our countrymen who were at-

tempting to wrest a portion of our heritage from us,

has not One greater than Caesar said, our foes shall

be of our own household? We should have been

humbled in our own eyes and before the nations of

the earth. Our temple of liberty and the republican

constitutional government would have been under-
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mined and its fall inevitable, if we had not struggled

for and established our nationality.

Eemove one block from the arch of liberty, and is

it not insecure ? Will it not yield to the rude storm,

and be thrown to the ground ? What could save it ?

Take from the monument to Washington, on the bank

of the Potomac, one of those granite blocks which

the States have furnished, and of which it is con-

structed, and how long will it be before the whole

superstructure will tottle and fall ? So of our po-

litical and national structure. Admit the right of

secession and our national fabric is like a house built

upon the sand, or without cement or adhesion. The

political storms which so often sweep over our people

must unavoidably dash it to the ground, and bury

beneath it for ever the hopes of the world for a free

republican form of government. In union only, for

us, is there strength or safety. Divided we must

fall. There was no alternative left us. The war

had been forced upon us. For these reasons and in

such a crisis we felt, as did Patrick Henry in the

days of the Revolution, that we must fight.
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CHAPTEE II.

ORGANIZATION.

The following is a list of the officers of the Eegi-

ment, when organized for three years or the war,

October 1st, 1861 :—

FIELD AND STAFF OFFICERS,

Colonel, J. W. Andrews.

Lieutenant-Colonel, 0. Hopkinson.

Major, T. A. Smyth.

Surgeon, D. W. Maull.

Chaplain, T. Gr. Murphey.

Assistant-Surgeon, S. D. Marshall.

First Lieutenant and Adjutant, W. P. Saville.

First Lieutenant and Quartermaster, T. Y. England.

i
NON-COMMISSIONED STAFF.

Frank Wilson, Quartermaster's Sergeant.

Charles S. SchcefFer, Commissary Sergeant*

Archibald D. O'Mera, Hospital Steward.

James Lewis, Sergeant-Major.

Patrick Dooley, Drum-Major.
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LINE OFFICERS.

Captain, iiivans b. Watson, Company A.

" James Leonard, tt B.

in eai \ v aru,
tt

0.

Captain, Enoch J. Smithers, Company D.

" Edward P. Harris, tt
J21.

" Daniel Woodall, TP

" Allen Shortledge, a a

" John B. Tanner, u TT

u Charles Lesper, (I TL
" Thomas Crassley, K.

First Lieutenant, J. Park Pasties, A.

u ti James A. Oats, B.

tt tt Frank McCloskey, (I
u.

tt tt David S. Yardley, ti D.

it tt W. T. Swiggett, tt E.

tt tt Benjamin E. Adams, tl F.

tt tt Alfred Gawthrop, tt
Or.

tt ti John E. Vauloun, tt H.
u tt Thomas B. Hizar, tt

I.

ti tt William C. Inhoff, tt K.

Second Lieutenant, Frank Houseman, tl A.
tt ti James Bickards, tt B.
tt tt Hugh Sweeney, tl

0.
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Second Lieutenant, William F. Smith, " D.

" Albert S. Philips, " E.

" " John W. Williams, " F.

" " John L. Sparks, " G.

" " Ezekiel C. Alexander, " H.
H Isaac Vantramp, Company I.

" " Henry H. Burton, " K.

The Eegiment arrived at Fortress Monroe, on

the 21st of October, 1861. During our trip, from

Baltimore to Old Point, nothing occurred more than

usual on a rough and stormy passage on the Chesa-

peake.

Having reported, according to orders, to General

J. E. Wool, Colonel Andrews led his men beyond

the bridge across Mill Creek, which separates Old

Point from the mainland; and encamped them

about a mile from the Fortress, on the north side

of the road leading to Hampton. Here we became

connected with the Twentieth New York, (German,)

Sixteenth Massachusetts, Ninety-Ninth New York,

and the Fortieth Pennsylvania Eegiments, and with

them formed General Mansfield's Brigade.

The rain was falling fast when we came to our

camping ground, which was low, and, for that

reason had been abandoned by another regiment.

In less time than one who had not witnessed it
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would suppose, a canvas village, regularly laid out

with streets and avenues, sprang into existence,

with a population of nearly one thousand men.

Hundreds of men were seen going to the woods

and fields, or returning with arms full of boughs or

grass, for beds. But these did not suffice to keep

them dry; and the next morning many awoke

in several inches of water. Yet it was taken in the

best humor and rather as a joke.

It became necessary for some of the companies to

change their position. The only available spot was

on a family burying-ground adjoining the camp.

Instead of this being an objection, there was a con-

test as to who should pitch their tents on the graves,

and thus be sure to be above high water mark. The

unsuccessful competitors, in retaliation, disturbed

the repose of their comrades, who were congratu-

lating themselves on account of their position, by

suggesting what a time they would have if there

should be a resurrection of the dead that night. As

may be supposed, the idea of a stirring among the

dry bones beneath them did not contribute to their

peaceful repose.

This state of things did not, however, long con-

tinue. Colonel Andrews, being not only a military

man, but also of experience and practical business
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habits, and having a care for the comfort of his men,

soop changed the appearance and condition of the

camp. It was ditched and drained, and the streets, and

avenues graded and sanded, so that in a few days it

was equal to the best in point of comfort and appear-

ance. Then and there commenced that system of

military drill and discipline which gave to the Kegi-

ment the character which it so well sustained to the

close of the war—of being among the best in the

service.

Though informal, social, and free with his officers,

and accessible to his men, when off duty, Colonel

Andrews was a strict disciplinarian, and suffered no

order to be infringed with impunity. In a little

while our dress parades, on account of the soldierly

appearance of the men, attracted much attention and

elicited the praise of all who witnessed them. On

other duties they were trustworthy and reliable.

Few complaints were brought against any of the

men on account of pillaging or depredations upon the

country. This practice received no countenance

from the commander at the Fortress.

On one occasion I went over to attend religious

service on Sunday morning in a neighboring regi-

ment. As I approached I saw a number of men with

chairs, tables, and various other articles of furniture
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on their shoulders, and wondered what it meant, for

I saw them march off across the field. On inquiry I

learned that one of the companies of the regiment,

having been on picket duty a few days previous, had

gone, after they were relieved, to a well furnished

farm-house, and supplied themselves with what they

could find and carry to camp. General Wool hear-

ing of it, placed the officers commanding and the

men under arrest, and required them to return every

article.

To Lieutenant-Colonel 0. Hopkinson, more, pro-

bably, than to any one else, the Regiment owed their

acknowledged skill and efficiency as skirmishers, he

having drilled them with special pains and remarka-

ble success.

Major T. A. Smyth, having served in the Twenty-

fourth Pennsylvania Eegiment during the three

months' service, and having a natural talent for

military duties, was well fitted for the position he

occupied. His subsequent advancement to the posi-

tion of a general officer seemed the natural result of

his soldierly qualities.

Surgeon D. W. Maull, having been a practising

physician at Georgetown, Del., for several years pre-

vious to the war, entered the service as a private at

the commencement of the rebellion, but was imme-
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diately commissioned as lieutenant. Upon the re-

organization of the Regiment he received the appoint-

ment of surgeon, and continued in the service till

after the surrender of Lee. Though he could not

rise to a higher grade than the one to which he was

at first appointed, he became the ranking Surgeon of

the Second Division of the Second Corps, and was

Surgeon-in-Chief of Division. Energetic and prompt

in the discharge of his duties, he won for himself the

esteem of his fellow surgeons, and during the battles

of the Wilderness and before Petersburg became one

of the chief operators.

First Lieutenant and Adjutant W. P. Seville

brought to the Regiment considerable military know-

ledge, acquired at West Point and on an expedition to

Utah. He was promoted to a captaincy, and became

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General on the staff of

General T. A. Smyth, of the Third Brigade.

First Lieutenant and Quartermaster T. Y. Eng-

land, becoming known as one of the most competent

and efficient officers, was commissioned captain and

commissary of subsistence, and was assigned to duty

at army headquarters.

Assistant Surgeon S. D. Marshall was a well read

young practitioner before entering the service. He
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resigned, on surgeon's certificate of disability, after

the battle of Fredericksburg.

Of Chaplain T. G. Murphy it does not become me

to speak, except, as a matter of history, to say that

he was a regularly ordained minister, and had been

pastor of the Presbyterian churches of Dover and

Smyrna, Del., for a number of years before the war.

In view of his services with the wounded during and

subsequently to the great battles he was, upon re-

commendation of the Surgeon-in-Chief of Division,

assigned, by order from corps headquarters, to duty

at the division hospital in 1864.

The record of the line officers will be found in the

accounts of camp life, marches, and the battles in

which they fought, were wounded, or killed. Sur-

geon Maull and the chaplain were the only officers

who remained with the Regiment that retained their

original position. They and Brevet Brigadier-Gene-

ral Woodall and Captain Sparks alone of the original

officers remained at the close of the war.

Having arrived at Fortress Monroe we were in

the enemy's country, and could not fail to notice the

difference between seceded Virginia in a state of

war, and loyal Delaware in a time of peace. The

contrast was great, and decidedly in favor of the

latter. This was all the more remarkable because
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we were in one of the finest portions of the Old

Dominion—at Point Comfort, which nature and

art had combined to make a most delightful place

of resort, or residence. Here the early settlers

rested after a boisterous and dangerous voyage

across the ocean. To them it must have been a

comfort indeed to anchor in this beautiful harbor,

and to rest on that quiet shore shaded by the ever-

green pines and forests of oak, in which the wood-

man's axe had never rung ; and in freedom, security,

and peace to enjoy the refreshing breeze that swept

across the sea. But it is not now what it once was.

The noble forest trees have been felled, the cultivated

fields trampled beneath the hoof of the neighing

warhorse, the enclosed gardens laid waste, and the

homes where once refinement, wealth, and beauty

dwelt are deserted or laid in ashes and utter ruin.

What has brought this change? "What but the

demon of war. It has left to neither field, or farm,

or boundary. Destruction and desolation now reign

where peace and plenty once abounded.

Hampton, the beautiful village that sat in the

shade of wide spreading trees, and in the midst of

a garden of flowers, is now no more like its former

self than the naked and sightless skull is like the

well formed features and sparkling eyes of a village

3*
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beauty. Magruder, the Confederate Genera], vainly

imagining that every Virginia town was a Moscow,

laid it in ashes, lest the Union soldiers might make

their winter quarters there. The roofless houses and

churches, the broken chimneys and blackened walls

are all that are left of that queen of villages. But

they are doing their duty well in deriding him for

his folly and sin. New Castle, in Delaware, is what

Hampton was in Virginia. The inclosed farms and

cultivated fields, the well furnished houses, and the

bursting barns in Delaware are what might and

would have been in Virginia but for the rebellion.

Occasionally a few ladies were seen on the parade

grounds, but it was very seldom that a gentleman

was there in citizen's clothes. Very different in this

respect were the evening parades at Camp Andrews,

where ladies and gentlemen assembled every evening

to witness the dress parades. Very different, too,

was the manner of going through the manual of

arms after Colonel Andrews had drilled his men a

few weeks.

The soldiers' rations were now drawn from the

quartermaster, and not from their home tables.

Even the officers felt the change, for, notwithstand-

ing the fine fish and oysters which were so abundant,

they would have been glad to sit down at Mr. Mor-
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rison's well supplied table at Hare's Corner. Every-

thing assumed a military aspect. The pic-nic at the

Cross Roads was broken up. Playing soldier was

over.

The initiation of the Eegiment in doing picket

duty was severe. Though they had not far to go

from camp, the line was low, wet, dark and dan-

gerous, both on account of the ' nature of the land,

and the supposed proximity of the enemy. Our

Union forces had been defeated at Big Bethel, a few

miles distant, and the Confederates still held the

place. How much nearer they were and in what

force was not known. They were supposed to be not

far off and in considerable numbers. Under such

circumstances for the picket to sleep on his post was

considered both disgraceful and dangerous. Remiss-

ness in this duty might endanger the whole line, and

even the encampment. Hence every man on post

was required to stand with his face to the foe, and

not to sleep. At one post, where a corporal and six

men were stationed, the sentinel was required to keep

a lookout from the top of a tree, as from such a

position the approach of an enemy could be discov-

ered at a greater distance than from the ground.

There was an " alarm along the line" not unfrequent-

ly, owing probably to inexperience or timidity. With
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such precaution and watchfulness it was dangerous

for any one to approach a sentinel except in the

direction and manner prescribed. A serious accident

occurred, on a part of a line picketed by the First

Delaware, which was through a woods in which was

much undergrowth. One very dark night when a

person could not be seen a few paces off, young

Hamilton, of Company I, having been relieved, was

returning to the post of the reserves, and losing his

way approached the picket, who, supposing him to be

an enemy stealing through the bushes, fired upon

him. The ball struck his thigh and broke it. He

was removed to the Hygeia Hospital at the Fortress,

where he suffered with great patience and soldierly

courage.

The pickets returning from duty often had amusing

stories to tell of each other. One seeing a bush

shaking by the wind, called out " Halt," but he re-

ceived no answer and fired at the reed. Another,

strange to say, mistaking a stray hog for a chival-

rous foe, made him squeal and "bite the dust."

Such mistakes (?) sometimes were more serious than

at first supposed, for the offending party was made

to pay for his game. Another, who might have been

taken for a lunatic, seeing the moon dimly rising

through the trees and supposing an enemy was ap-
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proaching with a lantern, shot at the moon
;
but missed

his mark.

During the early part of the winter, when the

weather was fair, the Eegiment was frequently exer-

cised in all the military evolutions, but these occu-

pied only a part of their time, and various expedients

were resorted to for entertainment. Men who, before

they enlisted, had but little taste for reading, became

anxious for a book, paper or tract, and the chaplain,

with an armful of reading matter, which the Amer-

ican Tract Society, and the Presbyterian Board of

Publication furnished him, was always a welcome

visitor to their tents. Several hundred letters left

the camp daily, and some whose educational advan-

tages had been limited or neglected in early life,

applied themselves to learning to read and write with

gratifying results. Games of chance, as an amuse-

ment, degenerated by a short, natural, and easy

process into gambling, and the expert won handsome

sums from the inexperienced, whose families became

the sufferers. This evil, coming to the knowledge of

the colonel, was arrested by an order from him for-

bidding it. A similar order from General Wool,

extending to the whole command was soon after issued.

The authority and power of military commands to

restrain open vice is limited only by their own dis-
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position. The prohibitory liquor laws which have

proved ineffectual in civil life, are as easily and

effectually enforced as any other by military au-

thority.

The articles of war are not only a military but a

moral code, and the army, instead of being a school

of vice, may be a school of morals. Intemperance,

profanity, gambling, and other immoral and ungen-

tlemanly habits receive no countenance from these

articles. They seem to be based on the assumption

that good morals and gentlemanly habits are essen-

tial to a good and true soldier. If the whole truth

were told, we doubt not, the war would furnish very

many instances to show how essential these traits are

in commanders. Drunkenness, profanity, and other

immoralities, are traits in military leaders which do

not command the respect or confidence of their men.

We have lost more than one victory, suffered more

than one defeat, and buried many a brave man in

consequence of the excessive use of rum. Soldiers

who would drink to excess themselves have often

severely censured it in commanders, and expressed

their unwillingness to be led into battle by a drunken

officer.

It is not to be supposed that in becoming soldiers

the officers or men had changed their tastes or habits,
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or that they would not seek gratification in their ac-

customed ways.

The colonel gave liberty to the chaplain to "do

all the good he could not only so, he gave him

the opportunity to preach the Word every Sabbath

to the whole Kegiment, drawn up in a hollow square.

He was always present himself and ordered, " officers

to the front," that he might know who were absent.

The preacher had a noble congregation before

him, and they made a fine appearance. To him the

sword and musket added solemnity to the scene.

Many of those who stood before him in the panoply

of earthly warfare, he had reason to fear, would ere

long, fall on the field of battle to rise no more.

How many of these are clothed in the "armor

of God?" Are they all good "soldiers of Jesus

Christ?" Will they all "come off conquerors"

through him ? Will each be able to say at the last,

" I have fought a good fight, I have kept the faith,

henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of right-

eousness which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall

give me in that day?" These questions pressed with

solemn weight on his mind. There was no time

to be lost. They must be pointed to the cross—led

directly to Jesus, as the Captain of salvation.

All other knowledge except of Christ and him
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crucified would be unavailing for the soul's happy

immortality. In no other garments than those of

Christ's righteousness could they appear accepted

before God. Under the influence of these thoughts

he preached the gospel which to some is foolishness

and to others a stumbling block, but to them who

believe, it is the wisdom of God and the power of

God unto salvation. They who were Christians at

home were Christians in camp. Animated by the

same spirit their fears, their hopes, their aims, were

one— their comforts and their cares whether at

home or in the army. The war did not destroy

religion in the soul. It wilted that which was

so only in appearance, and had been grown on the

stony ground of unsanctified hearts. It tested

and proved the genuineness and reality of Chris-

tian experience, but did not destroy it. The ex-

perience of the Eoyal Psalmist, on the banks of

the river of Babylon, longing for the communion

of the sanctuary; and the Christian soldier, at

Camp Hamilton, desiring the privileges of Gods

people in the house of prayer, were alike. Both

could say, " How amiable are thy tabernacles, 0

Lord of Hosts. My soul longeth, yea, even faint-

eth for the courts of the Lord. A day in thy

courts is better than a thousand. I had rather
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be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than

to dwell in the tents of wickedness." The weekly

religious exercises on the parade ground were not

sufficient to satisfy the longings of pious soldiers

for their accustomed social evening meetings. As-

sisted by the officers, we purchased a large " chapel

tent," and dedicated it with appropriate ceremonies,

to religious, moral, and intellectual uses.

In this tabernacle we formed the " Soldiers
7

Chris-

tian Association," and met for prayer, preaching,

lectures, and debates. Those of the original mem-

bers who remain, or, who subsequently joined the

association, will probably be glad to have the pre-

amble and enunciation of sentiments preserved in

the History of the Regiment as a part of it in

which their religious life is, in a measure, portrayed.

This Association, though often suspended in its

operations, still existed to the close of the war,

and a pleasant addition was made to it at the Field

Hospital of the Second Division, Second Corps,

not long before the opening of the last campaign.

Several of those who joined it previously to the

battles of the V/ilderness, died in those and sub-

sequent battles. And, in the hospitals, pleasant

references were made by the sick and dying, to

our meetings held in the tent, or log chapel. The

4
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religious life, hidden to the eye of the world, of not

a few was seen by Him who "watched for souls

as they who must give account.'
1

Pious parents,

whose prayers for their sons were unanswered

during the abundant privileges of a religious kind

in civil life, may find that God had them all trea-

sured up with their answers in the church trium-

phant in heaven.

Preamble and articles of the "Soldiers' Christian Association"

of the First Regiment of Delaware Volunteers. Date of or-

ganization, Camp Hamilton, near Fortress Monroe, Virginia,

February, 1862.

We, whose names are here enrolled, for the purpose of our

intellectual, moral and religious improvement, do hereby form

ourselves into an association, to be called " The Soldiers' Chris-

tian Association," and make the following declaration of out

views and principles

:

I. We reverently acknowledge God as our King, who has the

right to rule in us and reign over us ; as our Law-giver, who

has the right to prescribe both what we should be and what we

should do ; and as our future and final Judge, who will award

to every man according to that he hath done, whether it be good

or bad.

II. We trustingly acknowledge Jesus Christ as the only suf-

ficient Saviour, and we willingly enlist, as soldiers of the Cross,

under him as the Captain of our salvation, believing that he is

able to bring us off conquerors and more than conquerors over
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all our spiritual foes, and we engage faithfully to imitate and

follow him whithersoever he leads.

III. We acknowledge the Holy Spirit as our sanctifier, by

whose help alone we can be faithful unto the end, and fitted for

death.

IV. We adopt the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments

as our rule of faith and practice, and take them as the man of

our counsel, a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path.

V. Any officer or soldier may become a member of this Asso-

ciation by signing his name to these articles.

VI. Any member who shall behave inconsistently with the

foregoing declarations, may be admonished in the spirit of meek-

ness, and if he persists in his improprieties, may be expelled

from the Association by a vote of a majority of the members

present at any regular meeting.

VII. The officers of this Association shall be a president, who

shall be the Chaplain of the Regiment, and five curators, chosen

quarterly by ballot, who, with the President shall constitute a

committee through whom all charges and complaints shall be

made to the Association.

VIII. Any member, against whom there are no charges,

shall have the liberty of withdrawing from the Association by a

vote of the majority of the members present at any regular

meeting of the Association.

"Whilst the members of the Association were pre-

paring a place and means of enjoyment of a kind

they desired, others were erecting a building for

different kinds of entertainments suited to their
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tastes. In the rear of our Chapel Tent, a large and

well-proportioned log theatre was built.

"When finished, it was a wonder how so complete

an affair could be brought from the woods and

constructed with so few facilities. Within it was

conveniently and comfortably arranged, with stage,

rising and falling curtains, shifting scenery, foot-

lights, orchestra, etc. The walls were ornamented

with evergreen festoons, and chandeliers entwined

with ivy, interspersed with the red and blue berries

of laurel and cedar, hung from the roof. It was

opened with a ball, at which officers and ladies from

other camps and the Fort participated. The the-

atrical performances which succeeded, passed off

with great eclat The building was not large

enough to accomodate all who, no doubt, would

have been glad to attend the performances of the

amateurs, and private soldiers were excluded, ex-

cept a certain number from each company, who

•were from time to time reported the cleanest and

most soldierly in appearance. Most of the actors

were members of the Kegiment, and performing

their parts well were frequently applauded by the

audience.

Other agencies were busy. Disease and death

were doing their work. The large three-story
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building adjacent to the camp, and near the water's

edge, which. Surgeon Maull, with characteristic fore-

thought and energy, had secured for the sick, was

well filled with patients from the two regiments.

An alarming disease suddenly appeared in camp

and removed to "the pale realms of death" four of

our men in five days. Two died in one day. As we

carried one out for burial, another was brought into

the hospital, and before we returned from the grave

of the first, the second was a corpse. Captain Neal

Ward, of Company C, mysteriously disappeared

from camp, and all efforts to find him were unavail-

ing for several days. His lifeless body was at length

found [March 26, 1862,] in the water, near the

bridge. His remains were sent home with an escort

of officers and men from his company.

In consequence of exposure, and the new mode of
1

life for the men, many of them were sick during the

winter; and yet there were but nine that died of

disease in the first eight months of service. The

surgeons, and hospital attendants, were indefatiga-

ble in their attention, and the many good things for

the sick which were received from the soldiers'

friends at home, were both a comfort and a benefit

to them.

Those who were buried at Camp Hamilton, ex-

4*



42 HISTORY OF THE

cepting one, were interred beneath a large willow

tree which stood near the shore, and about a quarter

of a mile to the rear of the hospital. Under the

same tree is the tomb-stone of a Mrs. Laws, which

states that she was the wife of the architect of the

Fortress, and that he was a Delawarian.

On one occasion, our surgeon, having a concern

for the spiritual as well as the physical condition of

his patients, sent for the chaplain at midnight to go

to see a soldier who had been brought into the hos-

pital very ill. He was delirious, and rolled and

tossed from side to side, unconscious of what he did

or said. The chaplain spoke to him but received no

reply. He laid his hand on his forehead, and con-

tinued to talk to him, in a mild and steady tone,

hoping, if possible, to recall reason to her throne.

At length, becoming more calm, the chaplain asked

him if he should pray for him. He made no reply,

but turned his eye as if recognizing the character of

the question.

We knelt and prayed that God would restore him

to his right mind, rebuke the disease, and create in

him a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within

him. During the prayer he became calm. The

doctor's salutation the next morning was gratifying

and amusing as it was characteristic. " Chaplain,"
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said he, " your prayer, or my pills, did that man

good last night. He is better to-day." I suggested

to him that his improved condition might be due to

the combination of means. He continued ill, how-

ever, for some time, but at length becoming conva-

lescent, returned to his company. A few days after-

wards he came suddenly into my tent and said,

"Chaplain, have you any good book for me to -read?

I have resolved to turn my face heavenward, and

need a guide. I am resolved to seek religion. I

am ashamed for having neglected it so long. I feel

that I have been very wicked." His earnestness of

manner, and conversation, led me to believe that

the Lord had commenced a good work in him,

which he would carry on to the day of redemption.

His journey was a short one. His race soon run.

Soon after this interview he had a relapse and died,

during my absence on sick leave.
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CHAPTEE III.

NAVAL BATTLE.
\

When the spring opened, the grounds around the

officers' quarters appeared like the flower gardens of

our peaceful and beautiful villages. Their front

walks were paved with the bricks taken from the

broken walls of Hampton, and flowers were trans-

planted from its yards and gardens. General Wool

admonished them that they would not be paid for

their trouble, as they would not long enjoy the fruit

of their labors. So it proved.

On the 8th of March, a dark object of unusual

form and dimensions came slowly down the Elizabeth

River from the direction of Norfolk. It was the

long-threatened and looked for Mevrimac. In-

stantly, every thing was astir at the Fortress and in

the harbor. The transports, little and big, .which

had been sitting like swans in the quiet water in the

Roads, immediately weighed anchor, and spreading

their sails moved round behind the fortifications, or

put to sea. The great guns on the parapets of the
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Fortress and on the Kip-Kaps were manned and put

in readiness to give her a suitable reception. The

Minnesota moved up to meet her foe. But the black

mammoth bore away around Craney Island, and,

moving up to Newport News, at the mouth of the

James Biver, attacked the frigates Congress and

Cumberland. They fought her bravely, but ineffec-

tually, for their shot rattled and rolled from her iron

sides as harmless as hail from the roof of a house.

Yet they would not yield, or surrender, but went

down at their posts fighting as they sunk. The

CongresSj during the engagement, took fire and was

abandoned. The Cumberland struck mid-ship by

the Merrimac, careened and sunk
;
many of her crew

went down with her—she becoming their coffin in a

watery grave. Some of her crew leaped from the

sinking wreck and swam for the shore, but were

picked up by the long boats from the enemy's ship,

and became prisoners. The Minnesota grounded on

her way to the scene of action, yet she and the St,

Lawrence kept up a continuous fire during the con-

flict, pouring upon the iron-clad their heavy broad-

sides, though without producing the least impression,

so far as could be learned. Having destroyed our

two frigates, and after shelling the camp at Newport
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News, the iron monster crawled back leisurely to her

mooring as a glutted lion would to her lair.

The day was one of intense excitement. The men

watched the progress of the fight with painful sus-

pense. After dark, the light of the burning ship

was distinctly seen in camp, and, at midnight, the

fire having reached her magazine, she was blown up.

The earth shook from the effects of the explosion.

The burning fragments were thrown to a great dis-

tance in the air, and cast a lurid glare upon the

earth. Then all was dark, silent and sad as the

grave. To the Confederates the day closed with

glory, (?) to us with gloom. Such are the fortunes

and contrasts of war. One rejoices and another

weeps oyer the same scene. Whilst the conquered

and bereaved bow in shame and sorrow, or burn

with indignation and the spirit of revenge, the vic-

tors walk with haughtier tread and talk of the de-

struction of life and property they have wrought

with malignant satisfaction.

"Who knew what the next day would bring forth ?

The Confederate General, Magruder, with a large land

force was expected to co-operate with the new naval

engine of destruction. To the Confederates the suc-

cess of Saturday, the 8th, was a harbinger of greater

results on Sunday, the 9th.
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The day, commemorative of the Saviour's resur-

rection, which should be spent in " praying for the

peace of Jerusalem/' was to be spent in dealing de-

struction and death to every living and moving thing

in the harbor. Even General Wool, it is said, talked

gloomily of the fate of the Fortress on the morrow.

It might become necessary to abandon the Fortress.

The Minnesota, being aground, would be an easy

prey to the huge monster. She could then easily

compel the surrender of all smaller vessels—perhaps,

running under the guns of the Fortress, ascend the

Potomac, bombard Washington, and drive the Presi-

dent and his Cabinet from the seat of government.

In view of these possible, if not probable, results, the

stoutest hearts beat with fearful apprehensions.

Escape for the infantry seemed impossible if attacked

by the combined land and naval forces of the

enemy.

At 9 o'clock, Sunday morning, the 9th, the

Merrimac again came down the Elizabeth River, and

steamed straight for the Minnesota, which occupied

her position of the previous day, being yet aground.

She was attended by a large side-wheel steamer filled

with eager friends of both sexes, to witness the cap-

ture or destruction of every opposing force at Old

Point. Sewell's Point and the shores of Craney
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Island were crowded with anxious spectators. At

Old Point and Camp Hamilton there was equal

anxiety of interested witnesses. Every high place

was occupied, that a good view of the coming engage-

ment might be obtained. The long roll was beat,

and the men were kept under arms the whole day

prepared for the approach of the Confederate in-

fantry, if they should come to cooperate with their

navy. What better success could we hope for than

we had on the previous day ? How could the wooden

walls of our beautiful men-of-war resist the concus-

sion of the iron prow of the great monster ? How
little effect would their shells have upon the iron

plating of their formidable foe? Keeping out of range

of the Union gun at the Fortress, and of " Long Tom H

on the Rip-Raps, she could clear the water of every

wooden vessel that floated. There was a rumor in

camp that the Monitor had arrived, but no one could

see any object of a warlike kind, or that was likely

to be at all efficient in a contest with the Merrimac,

until the Merrimac approached the Minnesota.

Then we saw a boat of more novel appearance and

singular construction than the Merrimac herself,

slipping down quietly from the direction of Newport

News, and boldly approaching the great giant. It

was the Monitor ! Considering her size and appear-
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ance at a distance, we wondered at her boldness.

The Merrimac seemed to pause, and, wondering what

it was, and what it meant, opened fire upon her.-

Still the little craft kept on her way, but in silence,

till she came within her chosen distance. Then she

announced herself as a champion of the stars and

stripes, and accepted the challenge of the Confederate

Goliath, as David, the shepherd boy of Israel, ac-

cepted that of the proud Philistine. A thrill of joy

ran through our ranks, and shouts rent the air. The

Philistine disdained the ruddy youth of Israel, and

boasted that if he would come to him he would give

the flesh of David to the birds of the air and the

beasts of the field for food. Vain boast ! So, too,

the Merrimac may have thought that she would

soon despatch the little craft, and send her to the

bottom for the fish to play about, or bear her off as

a trophy and a toy. They closed for the fight, and

for several hours the contest, for courage and despe-

ration, was such as had, probably, never been wit-

nessed in a naval engagement. The clouds of smoke

soon covered the water,, and both were concealed

from view, and their position could only be known

by the lightning-like fire that belched from the

mouths of their guns. They fought side by side.

At length the Merrimac finding that she could
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not penetrate the plating of the Monitor, ran off a

short distance ; for what purpose was soon developed,

for after a few moments she turned upon the Moni-

tor and ran at full speed upon her, evidently intend-

ing to run her down ; but though she ran her prow

upon the little craft, she glided from under her

unhurt, and as she thus fell back, poured shell from

both her guns upon the side of her powerful enemy.

It became evident that neither could penetrate the

iron plating of the other, and each attempted to fire

into the port holes of the other. This expedient

failed, and the Monitor began to run round the Mer-

rimac and fire into her rfost vulnerable parts. It

became evident that the Merrimac had met her

match. The Monitor was as invulnerable as herr

self, and much more manageable. Moving back-

wards and forwards, with equal ease, she seemed to

dodge the shell of her foe, and yet, with her revolv-

ing turret, was always in position. The men laughed

and shouted to see the little thing fight. We felt

that our cause was safe. The contest ended by the

withdrawal of the Merrimac. The Monitor followed

for a mile, running round her and firing all the time.

The sidewheel steamer from Norfolk which had

accompanied the Merrimac in the morning preceded

her in the evening—having received orders to leave
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in the form of a shell which the Monitor sent across

her bow as she followed her foe. The Koads was

cleared of the Confederate Navy, and there was a-

sense of relief and victory when the Merrimac retired.

The Monitor had fairly fought and driven back to

her moorings the most formidable naval engine of

destruction that had ever appeared in American

waters. The Confederate spectators must have re-

turned to Norfolk with very different feelings from

those with which they came out in the ^morning.

The result was not what they had hoped for.

But the contest was not given up. On the 9th of

May she again appeared off Craney Island. On that

day there was another naval engagement in which

the Monitor and other vessels of war co-operated

with Fort Wool (Kip-Raps) in shelling Sewell's

Point and other Eebel strongholds. Whilst this

engagement was in progress our infantry were

marching on Norfolk, having crossed over from Old

Point to Ocean View the previous night. The Rebel

batteries on Sewell's Point were silenced, and all

their works abandoned when they discovered that

they were flanked, and our men marched with little

opposition upon the city.

A part of my leisure time was spent visiting the

wounded at the Hygeia Hospital at Old Point and
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Camp Hamilton. At the Hygeia there were several

hundred ; some of whom had been wounded at the

first Bull Run battle, and others at Yorktown. One

of these, a Bostonian, had stepped on a concealed

torpedo, and his foot was so shattered by its explo-

sion that amputation became necessary. I asked

him whether he regretted entering the service since

he had lost his foot. "No," he said; "if it were

practicable and necessary I would go in again and

part wit\ the other in so just a cause." He asked

me to write to his brother who was at the front, and

to charge him, in his name, to stand up for the flag,

and to acquit himself like a man and a soldier. Yet

there was no bitterness. The absence of it was re-

markable.

After the battles at Yorktown and Williamsburg

more than two hundred wounded were brought into

the Mill Creek Hospital in one night. They were

all upon one floor, and could be seen at a glance by

one entering the door. It was my first view of the

effects of war. Though each was on a separate and

clean bed, and as comfortable as could be expected,

the sight was a terrible one to a novice as I then

was. There were many whose wounds precluded all

hope of their recovery; and others whose injuries

did not prevent them from moving about.
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Federal and Confederate soldiers sat together,

talking like old or newly found friends about the

engagement in which they had met as foes. The

Federal soldiers were not Abolitionists, which sur-

prised the Confederates, and the Confederates were

not Secessionists, which equally surprised the Fede-

ral soldiers. Why then did they fight ? It was a

common remark that there were two classes—one at

the North, the Abolitionists, and the other at the

South, the fire-eaters—who ought to fight these

battles to the bitter end, even to the extermination

of one or both parties. But who does not now know

that each of these parties had backers who would

not stand aloof and see them beaten by the other ?

Whatever may have been meant originally by the

author of the declaration that there is an irrepressible

conflict between slavery and freedom, the historic

events of the war establish its prophetic verity.

They are incompatible; as much so as light with

darkness, righteousness and unrighteousness; and

ultimately, everywhere the world over, slavery will

disappear before the progress of truth, knowledge,

and religion, as the clouds roll up the mountain side

before the rising glories of a summer's morn. May

God speed the day I*

* 18th December. 1865. That day has come. The constitu-

tional amendment is adopted. Slavery is abolished.
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CHAPTEE IV.

CATTUKE OF NORFOLK.

On the 10th (May, 1862,) Norfolk surrendered to

General Wool, and our troops marched into the city.

At dark the Merrimac was still seen lying off Craney

Island. A little after midnight there was seen, by

the sentry who walked his beat at Camp Hamilton, a

pillar of fire rising, as it were, out of the water near

the shore of the island. As it rose the sea trembled,

and the earth and houses on shore shook as if by

some violent convulsion of nature. Instantly there

was a terrific explosion. Fire had been applied to

the Merrimac, and gradually extending, reached her

magazine. She was torn into fragments and buried

in the depths. The darkness and gloom of death

seemed to gather around the spot where she lay.

At the North, everywhere, there was joy and glad-

ness—at Norfolk, chagrin and alarm.

The march of the Regiment from Ocean View was

the first long one they made. Like other inex-

perienced soldiers, they packed their knapsacks to
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their utmost capacity ; but before midday the clouds

of dust, burning sun, and heated air, confined by the

thick pine woods on either side of the road, caused

them to loosen their straps and lighten their burdens.

Each man was ambitious to keep up and enter the

city with the Eegiment. There were but three

stragglers, and they were sick men, two of whom

had left the hospital rather than be left behind.

The Sixteenth Massachusetts led the column on the

march, and the First Delaware followed next in their

rear. Our Eegiment entered the fortifications with

full ranks, whilst less than half of the other went in

with their colors. The distance marched was seven-

teen miles—marching time, six hours. The fortifi-

cations were extensive and well built. They might

have been held with a force much smaller than ours,

and they would have been, we were told, if the

enemy had known our real strength. For two days

previously to the embarkation the troops were

marched and countermarched between Camp Hamil-

ton and Old Point, and embarked and landed several

times before they finally crossed over. This ma-

noeuvre may have conveyed the impression to the

Eebels that we were receiving reinforcements, which,

it was said, was General Wool's design. The Eegi-

ment remained one night in the entrenchments,
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which were three miles from the city, and then

marched in and became the provost guard. After

becoming acquainted with the Eegiment the citizens

were pleased with their conduct, and expressed the

wish that they might be kept there whilst it was

necessary for any Federal troops to be kept in the

city.

A chaplain, who called occasionally at a small

shop kept by females, had several controversies

with them about the war. They were quite free

in censuring the Government and abusing the

Yankees. On one occasion they asked him why

the Unionists always moved in so strong force.

To which he replied, " that we had so often heard

that one Southerner could whip five Yankees, we

thought, as we had them to spare, we had better

bring them along."

The military conduct of the officers and men

whilst on duty there was commendable, but the

morals of the Regiment were not improved by

associating with the people, and the colonel was

anxious to have them removed from the city.

There are in Norfolk beautiful streets and many

handsome residences, which give evidence of wealth,

cultivation, and refinement. The soil and climate

seems especially adapted to the cultivation of Sowers
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and choice plants. The magnolia abounds in the

yards and fills the evening air with its sweet per-

fume.

The glowing descriptions, given by newspaper

correspondents, of the Union sentiment found in

the city, were, to any honest and candid observer,

whose wish was not father to the thought, simply

false. The Unionists were powerless. The wealthy

and more influential classes were, almost to a man,

so far as we could learn, Secessionists. The mayor

would not hold his courts in the City Hall because

the flag of the Union floated over it. On their

part there was no open or violent resistance offered

to the Federal Government; nor any manifes-

tations of secession proclivities made, but it was

undoubtedly because it would have been useless

if not dangerous to do so. It was easy to be seen

that there was a latent and cordial hatred of the

old Government and preference for the new, with a

determination to cling to the latter, hoping that the

time would yet come when they would be delivered

from the power of their captors. It was amusing

to see what slender threads they hung their hopes

upon. They looked for the yellow and typhoid

fevors, to the measles, and even mosquitoes, as auxili-

aries to drive us off.
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A schoolmaster, whose academy had been taken

for a hospital, said, with a view of intimidating me,

that Norfolk was a very sickly place. I told him

it had not that reputation before the war. But,

said he, the yellow fever here is very fatal, and the

fly, which always preceded it, had already made its

appearance in the country, and began to tell of its

dreadful ravages in 1855. I took occasion to re-

mind him of the large sums of money and the

assistance rendered to them by Northerners, the

States north of the Potomac having contributed

more than twice as much for the relief of the

sufferers as all the Southern States, and that many

of the nurses and physicians died of the disease.

He admitted the fact, but evidently with reluctance.

I further told him I had seen a pamphlet in which

it was argued and proved that the yellow fever

had been introduced by a ship from a foreign port.

He then said the measles had been very fatal to

their soldiers, and if once attacked by the same

disease, our soldiers would be carried off very

rapidly. I told him we had had sixty-two cases

of measles in camp and had not lost a patient.

He then told of the mosquitoes—they were terrible

»—there was no comfort on account of them. To

this I replied, that having come from Delaware we
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were used to them and did not fear either their

songs or stings. He had nothing more to say and

walked off.

On the first Sabbath after the occupation of the

city, I attended the Presbyterian Church, of which

the Eev. Dr. Armstrong was pastor, and whom Gen-

eral Butler afterwards sent South. The congrega-

tion was composed principally of ladies, there being

a much smaller proportion of men present than

usual. The large number of ladies in mourning gave

rise to sad reflections on the fearful ravages of war.

From what family has not the demon snatched a

member? It has opened the fountains of grief in

every class of society. Who hath not lost a friend

in this cruel war ? How many firesides have been

made desolate by its ravages? Widows, mothers,

fathers, sisters, brothers, and friends mingle their

tears over the graves of the slain, and their lamen-

tations are heard in every portion of the land. In

the services Dr. Armstrong made no allusion to the

state of the country except in the prayer. In it he

prayed God to bless those who rightfully rule over

us, and to bring this bloody war to a righteous con-

clusion.

In this prayer I could heartily join, for, according

to my belief, Mr. Lincoln was our rightful ruler.
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The preacher and the congregation, I have no doubt,

thought they were praying for Mr. Davis. I should

at no time have objected to such a prayer from any

one. It was quite explicit and loyal enough for me.

God knows who our rightful rulers are, and when we

pray for such, in times like the past, leaving the

decision of the question to Him who cannot be de-

ceived, and will not be mocked, we pray aright.

"Thy will be done " is an essential element in prayer.

Such prayers have been and will be answered. The

pretender and his armies have been overthrown.

The " bloody war " has been brought to a "righteous

conclusion. " Christian people everywhere, since

they appealed to God as the judge between us in this

protracted and fierce contest, should accept the result

as ordered of Him, and submit to his decision. The

contest has been long and earnest, and as fairly and

honorably conducted as wars usually are.

An old friend and former ministerial neighbor of

Delaware was residing in Portsmouth as pastor of

one of the churches there. I embraced an early

opportunity to call on him. He received me cor-

dially but was greatly surprised to see me. He

asked me, in a suppressed tone, as if fearing we

might be overheard, and in manner implying that

our interview must be secret, "Where I came from?"
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I replied, " from Norfolk."

" From Norfolk ?" said he.

"Yes, sir."

" But how did you get here ?"

u I came over on the ferry boat," said I.

" But how did you get to Norfolk ?" he asked.

"With my Begiment."

u Your Regiment ! What Begiment ?"

"The First Delaware."

""The First Delaware!" he repeated, with evident

surprise and doubt as to its character. At this point

of tlie conversation my cape slipped from my shoulder

and he saw that I was a Federal officer, and a chap-

lain in the Union army. He seemed bewildered.

"Why," said he, " you did not use to be an Aboli-

tionist ?"

" Not a bit of it," said I.

" But how came you to be in such a crowd ?" he

asked.

" What ails the company?" said I.

"Why, of Abolitionists."

" We are not Abolitionists, we are Unionists."

" Well," said he, " I suppose your Regiment is

composed of recruits from other States?"

"In that you are mistaken," said I; "of the nine

6
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hundred men in the Eegiment, there are less than

fifty who do not hail from Delaware."

u You amaze me ! "We have been told that all

you in Delaware and Maryland wanted is help to

throw off the Lincoln yoke, and persons have escaped

hither from Delaware and the eastern shore of Mary-

land and Virginia in skiffs, or in whatever way they

could, suffering everything but death to join us."

He had apparently mistaken me at first as a

refugee. I assured him he had been misinformed in

reference to the sentiment of Delaware. That though

we loved the South we loved the Union more. That

two regiments from the State were already in the

field, and a third was forming. He too loved the

Union once, and could have shed tears when he saw

the old flag lowered and a new one raised in its

stead. But now he was fully identified with the

Confederacy, and had, with his own hands, worked

on the fortifications on the Sabbath. This gentleman

was subsequently imprisoned in Fort Delaware for

several months.

There was in Norfolk an unoccupied Bethel chapel,

and, having no convenient place for preaching, I

made application to one of the trustees for it for our

regimental services. He could not take the respon-

sibility of granting the request without the consent
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of the other members of the board, but went with me

to see another and a permanent member of the board.

He came into the parlor where we were with the

manner and affability of a gentleman, but upon see-

ing that I was a Federal officer, though a minister,

his manner changed. Neither could he, nor both

together, grant the request without consulting the

others. In a few days I received a note stating that

at a meeting of the trustees it was "resolved that

the use of the Bethel Chapel should be granted to

Chaplain Murphey of the First Delaware Regiment,

on condition that it be used for the purpose for which

it was built—namely, for the preaching of the gospel,

and not for the purpose of holding political meetings,

or making abolition lectures." I took no notice of

the note, nor did I accept the favor. Another and a

better church was offered me without conditions or

dictation as to the use I should make of it. I said

to the gentleman who handed me the note, that I

was not a politician ; that I had never made a politi-

cal speech, or abolition lecture in my life ; and that

our soldiers did not read political harangues on the

state of the country, and that I could find more im-

portant themes on which to address them.

The females of Norfolk were as bitter in their

feelings towards the soldiers and Government of the
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Union as the men. Their attempts to annoy and

insult the soldiers failed, and were resented in a way

that made themselves the sufferers. The members

of Company F had a handsome flag hung over the

door of their headquarters which was an offence to

the Secessionists. Some of them would not pass

under it, but turned off the pavement and walked

round it in the middle of the street, or crossed over

to the other side. The boys observing this, stretched

a cord across the street, and so arranged it that the

flag could be slipped forward or backward at plea-

sure, and when any one attempted to flank the flag

in this way, they slipped it along, lowering it at the

same time so as to touch their bonnets as they

passed. It became an amusing pastime to the men

for which they were wholly indebted to the ladies,

for if, as occasion required them to pass that way,

they had gone by without making this demonstration

of feeling they would not have thought of the game.

When our troops first entered the city it seemed

deserted by its former inhabitants. The doors and

windows of most of the houses were closed, and but

few of the citizens were seen in the street. Thus it

was for several days. At length they appeared on

the streets, and children began to play around the

quarters of the soldiers without fear, and with a

feeling of security.



FIRST DELAWARE REGIMENT. 65

CHAPTER V.

THE FRUITS OF WAR. 1

Whilst the First Delaware was on duty at Nor-

folk and Portsmouth, the Army of the Potomac was

fighting on the Peninsula between Yorktown and

Eiehmond. From the battles there fought the hos-

pitals at Fortress Monroe, Camp Hamilton, Ports-

mouth, and other places were filled with the wounded.

One day a large steamer landed at the wharf of the

Naval Hospital at Portsmouth several hundred

wounded Union and Confederate soldiers. At the

time of their arrival there was an inadequate number

of surgeons and attendants. The building itself, as

to arrangements, furniture, and situation, was all

that any sick or wounded men could expect or desire.

But there was not one surgeon for each one hundred

wounded men, and Surgeon Maull and I volunteered

our services.

The first object that met my eye on entering the

hall door was a Pennsylvania soldier. He was

6
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sitting on his bed fanning himself, and was evidently

suffering much, yet he made no complaint.

A minnie ball had struck him between the eyes,

broken his nose, cut off his tongue, and passed out

under the chin. The wound had not been dressed.

It was blackened and clotted with blood. Neither

eye was injured but he could not articulate a word.

The 'surgeon-in-charge sent to me a drink for him,

which I poured into a nursery cup, but he shook

his head and made signs intimating that he could

not drink from that vessel, and I poured it into

a common tin cup. He took it and tried to pour

it down his throat but could not. He then got

on the floor, first on his knees, and then standings

upright with his head thrown back as far as

possible, tried in that way to get it down, but

all his efforts were in vain. Neither could I render

him any assistance. Handing the cup back to me,

he laid himself upon his bed as if resigning himself

to his fate. Those only who have experienced what

it is to witness suffering, without the ability to afford

relief, can imagine the sadness of the scene.

The soldier wandered about the hospital for

several days and then died of starvation. An at-

tendant, as he hurried by, told me that another man

wanted to see me in the next ward. As soon as
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I entered he called to me and said, " Chaplain come

to me; sit by me; talk to me; pray for me.

Having done so, he asked me to talk more and

to pray again with him. He seemed much com-

forted, and when I left him to attend to others,

he kissed my hand as a token of his gratitude.

I promised to see him again in the morning—but,

alas ! when the morning came his bed was removed,

and his spirit had gone to that bourn whence no

traveler returns. His nurse, a faithful, good fellow,

told me that he had died about 3 o'clock, A.M.,

that during the night he had been much engaged

in prayer, though quite restless.

A short time before he died, he became composed,

and, as his spirit ascended to God who gave it, his

last words were, "Now, Lord, I come." What

sudden changes, and how rapid the transitions we

meet with. This man, one hour was tossing in pain

and sufferings—the bitter fruit of sin—and the next,

freed from all its traces and effects, through faith in

the atoning blood of the Lamb, had entered that

state where there is no death, nor any pain, where all

tears are wiped away, and there "is fulness of joy

and pleasures for evermore."

A little while before, whilst pointing an anxious

sinner, mortally wounded, to the "Lamb of God that
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taketk away the sin of the world/' the surgeon

asked me to go and speak to another soldier,

who had just been brought from the amputating

room and laid on his cot to die.

As I approached him, I expressed my sympathy

for him, and asked him if he was aware of his

condition. He said he was. I said to him I hoped

he was prepared for another and better world.

He said, " No, I am not." I urged him to improve

the little time that was left him. He replied, " it

is too late.
1
' I told him of the thief on the

cross—that Christ is able to save to the utter-

most, all that come to him; that his blood clean-

seth from all sins, though they be as scarlet,

or red like crimson. He said again,
11

it is too

late'
1

I repeated the gracious invitations and

promises of the Bible, such as, "Turn, why will ye

die " Look unto me and be saved ;" " Him that

cometh to me I will in nowise cast out;" " Ho every

one that thirsteth come ye to the waters, and he

that hath no money, come ye buy and eat: yea

come, buy wine and milk without money and without

price ;" " The spirit and the bride say come, and

let him that heareth say come. And let him that is

athirst say come. And whosoever will, let him take

the water of life freely
11 He heard me through.
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I paused to see what he would say, wondering how a

dying man could decline such gracious invitations,

or fail to embrace salvation so freely offered; but

they had produced no impression on him, and he

replied, " that may do for others—for me it is too

late.
11

Thus saying, he turned from me and died.

How dreadful is the lamentation of the lost!

"The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and I am

not saved," and for them to hear, when it is too late

—the Saviour says
—

" Ye would not come to me that

ye might have life."

There were so many wounded, and so few to at-

tend to them, that the imploring looks and calls of

one and another for attention, was harrowing to the

feelings and distracting to the thoughts. Some

had not had their wounds dressed since they left the

front, and others not at all, and they were covered

with vermin, which seemed to be eating into their

very vitals.

In a few days more assistance came, and also large

quantities of valuable stores, of which latter our

friends in Delaware contributed very liberally and

of the very articles which were most needed.

Among the assistant nurses were several Sisters of

Charity. These Sisters have often been justly

praised for their efficiency among the sick and
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wounded. But when it has been done to the dis-

paragement of Protestant ladies who devoted all their

energies to relieving the sufferers, a manifest injus-

tice has been done. I never met the Sisters in the

field hospitals, but there were many Protestant ladies

of cultivation and wealth, whose whole time, winter

and summer, was given up to the soldiers wherever

they could be useful, and. they were not only diligent,

but judicious and self-sacrificing. I know not how

mortals could have done more than did Mrs. Dulley,

of Pittsburg, Pa., and her assistants at the Chesa-

peake Hospital. Mrs. Harris, of Philadelphia, at

the front from Antietam to Petersburg ; Miss Sim-

pler, of Delaware, in Baltimore and other places,

and scores of others, all of whose names I cannot

mention.

They came from all portions of the country, from

Minnesota to Maryland, and gave themselves to the

wrork as if they were attending upon sons or brothers.

I doubt whether the world has ever beheld a nobler

work done by woman than these patriotic ladies did

during the whole time of the rebellion. Their kind

offices were not confined to Federal soldiers, but

were shared alike by the Confederates. In this they

presented a strong contrast to the ladies of Norfolk,

who visited the hospital. These latter brought bas-
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kets full of delicacies, and insisted upon carrying

and giving them in person to the Confederates ex-

clusively. The surgeon-in-charge objected to this,

as it was contrary to his practice to allow any dis-

tinction to be made in the treatment of the patients

at the hospital. He told them that they might be

left, and he would give them into the hands of the

Sisters for distribution, indiscriminately, among his

patients. To this they objected and left the office

with their baskets, and attempted to go up to the

wards where the Confederates were by a back stair-

way. But the surgeon-in-charge met them at the

head of the stairs, expressed his surprise, and threat-

ened to exclude all visitors if another attempt of the

kind should be made. Some of these ladies were

rude and unfeeling enough to insult our soldiers by

pointing to their wounds and asking them, in a

sneering manner, if they had not enough of fighting

the South ?

Having been sent from the hospital with their full

baskets they offered their contents to some of our

convalescent soldiers walking about in the yard, but

they declined them, saying, that their Government

and friends at home furnished them with all they

needed. One of the patients, however, "played

sharp " on some ladies whom he met on the ferry
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boat. He had a pass and was going over to Norfolk

wearing a Confederate jacket, which he had procured

by some means. Supposing that he was a Confede-

rate soldier they approached him, and spoke kindly

to him—asked him how he was treated at the hos-

pital, if he got enough to eat, &c. No, he told them

he was half starved and treated very roughly.

Their sympathies were very much excited, and they

took him home with them and gave him a good din-

ner of all the nice things they had. After dinner

he returned to the hospital and enjoyed the joke with

his comrades.

No man needs to watch for opportunities to do

good more than a chaplain, and he will not fail to

find them if he " watches for souls as they who must

give an account." And if he " cast his bread upon

the waters he will find it after many days." Some

of the regiments were ordered to join General Mc-

Clellan's army, and, of course, were withdrawn from

the neighborhood of Portsmouth and Suffolk. Wbfen

they left their sick were sent to our hospital. It

was my custom to visit the hospital frequently, and

to have some religious services in each ward every

day. I observed that some of the men were inter-

ested in the exercises. On one occasion I met a

soldier of a Massachusetts regiment on the street.
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He seemed to want to talk with me, and I gave him

the opportunity. When he was quite young he had

professed to be converted, and supposed he was a

Christian, but in the course of time was led astray

and lost all interest in the subject of religion. It

seemed to him that " no man cared for his soul," and

he cared for no man's. He became careless and

indifferent as to his state, and 4

so lived for several

years, nothing awakening his attention until he

heard the explanations of scripture and prayers at the

hospital. These seemed especially adapted to his

condition, and all his former interest and feeling

were revived. He now desired instruction. The

account he gave of himself led me to speak of the

nature of religion, of Christian experience, and divine

providence. He thanked me for my words of en-

couragement, and, I trust, returned from his wander-

ings, and renewed his vows to God. He belonged

to that class found in the army, and probably in

every congregation in civil life, who need a sympa-

thizing friend to guide and counsel them in the way

of life. They desire to talk on the subject of religion,

and yet are too timid to introduce it.

7
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CHAPTEE VI.

SUFFOLK.

A part of the forces having been sent from Suf-

folk to the Peninsula, the First Delaware was ordered

to take their place. Suffolk is a small but pleasant

village about twenty-five miles from Norfolk on the

Nansamond River. It is connected with Norfolk

and Portsmouth by a railroad from each place. It

has connection also with Petersburg on the north,

and Weldon on the south, by rail. The country is

level, and the land, though not under a high state

of cultivation, is of good quality, and susceptible of

improvement to almost any extent. It is particu-

larly adapted to the growth of early vegetables, and

before the war our. northern city markets were

largely supplied with the earliest fruits and vege-

tables from this vicinity.

The change of opinion among the soldiers in re-

gard to slavery, negro enlistments, and emancipation

was remarkable. There was nothing more apparent

than the opposition to emancipation and the enlist-
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ment of negroes on the part of the rank and file of

our Regiment. I was probably better acquainted

with their sentiments on these subjects than other

officers, for they felt at liberty to visit my quarters,

and to talk more freely with me than with them.

Whilst we were at Suffolk the President declared

his intention, at the expiration of one hundred days,

to issue a proclamation of emancipation if the South

did not cease to fight against the Government. The

suggestion of enlisting the negroes as soldiers was

also under discussion, and there was much dissatisfac-

tion expressed on account of these proposed mea-

sures. One of the most conscientious men we had

in the Regiment said to me, that if the negro should

be enlisted he would take his musket to the colonel,

and say to him, " Here is my gun, and here am I ; I

will fight7 no more. You may do with me what you

will." I told him he was a soldier sworn to obey his

officers, and that he was not responsible for any

orders or laws that might be passed, and that it was

his duty to obey ; such a course could work nothing

but injury to himself and our cause; that, though

whilst a proposition or measure was under discussion

he might express his opposition, as soon as any mea-

sure became the settled policy of the Government, it

was his duty, as a good and loyal man, to acquiesce

;
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that we were bound to counsel and support the Go-

vernment as far as we were able, and not to embar-

rass it, and that we must seek redress of grievances

or change of laws in a legal and prescribed way.

What effect the conversation had upon him I know

not ; but he never gave up his gun until he was no

longer able to use it on account of wounds received

in battle.

General McClellan had retreated from "before

Eichmond ""to Harrison's Landing on the James.

General Pope having taken the field, with a flourish

of the trumpet, and advanced to the Rapidan, was

hurled back upon the entrenchments of Washington,

and the Army of the Potomac was ordered to the

defence of the Capital. The Confederate army,

elated with their success, was crossing the Potomac

into Maryland. Our outposts were withdrawn and

the various portions of the army were assembling for

a great battle north of the Potomac.

The First Delaware was ordered to join McClel-

lan's army, and on the 8th of September, 1863, we

hurriedly broke camp at Suffolk, and repaired to

Norfolk, where we embarked on a transport for

Washington. Thence we marched to Antietam by

way of Rockville, Monocacy, Frederick, Middleton,

and South Mountain.
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We arrived at Antietam on the afternoon of the

16th of September. Though the Eegiment had

been in the field for a year they had not been in an

engagement with the enemy, and were eager to see

and participate in a battle. There had been some

fighting during the day of our arrival, but it was

the result of reconnoisance of the enemy's position,

and there was very sharp artillery firing after we

arrived on the field. On this occasion, Lieutenant

James Lewis, having gone to the brow of a hill to

witness the firing, was struck by a cannon ball which

tore away part of his foot. This casualty to the

Lieutenant occasioned him a serious disappointment,

and he will regret it for life, probably, not more

because of the loss of his foot, than because he was

disabled from taking part in the coming battle.

There was not an officer in the Eegiment more

anxious to meet the foe than he, or one who was more

gallant and impetuous. On the same evening, one

of the men was sitting on a barrel of beans at the

commissary, when a cannon ball struck it and scat-

tered its contents in all directions. He very coolly

walked off, saying, " If that is the way rations are

issued here I would rather not draw any."

The 17th of September, 1862, can never be for-

gotten as long as their lives a member of the First

7*
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Eegiment of Delaware, who was present at the battle

of Antietam. I need not speak of the part the Regi-

ment took in the action, since Colonel Andrews has

kindly furnished me with his official report after the

engagement, and allowed me to publish it in this

connection.

Headquarters First Delaware Infantry, 1

Third Brigade, Third Division, Second >

Corps, near Sharpsburg, Md. J

Captain Burleigh, A. A. G. on the staff of Brigadier-General

Max Weber.

Captain:—The First Delaware Infantry, forming the right

of Brigadier-General Max Weber's Brigade, after fording

Antietam Creek, marched in column for a mile, then facing to

the left, advanced in line of battle, forming the first line of

General French's Division. The enemy's batteries now opened,

a severe fire. Having advanced steadily through woods and

cornfields, driving all before us, we met the enemy in two

lines of battle, posted in a road or ravine four feet below the

surface of the adjoining field, with a third line in a cornfield in

the rear, the ground gradually rising, so that they were able to

fire over the heads of those in the ravine ; our right was also

exposed to the sudden and terrible fire from the troops who

succeeded in breaking the Centre Division of the line of battle.

We were at this time about twenty paces off the enemy, and

returned their fire for some time with much coolness and

effect. A charge was then ordered and attempted, but our

second line, composed of new levies, instead of supporting our

advance, fired into our rear. We had now lost one-third of
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our men, and eight officers commanding companies were either

killed or wounded. Under these circumstances, we fell back

gradually to a stronger position, until relieved by our third

line, composed of veterans, under General Kimball. This was

our first battle, and I cannot speak in too high praise of the

conduct of the officers and men.

The following officers, all commanding companies, were killed

or wounded :—Killed, Captains Watson, Leonard and Eickards.

Wounded, Captains Yardley, Woodall, and Shortledge, and

Lieutenants Swiggett, and Tanner. In fact but few escaped.

The Color Guard were all killed or wounded ; the field officers'

horses killed.

The command exhibited a degree of gallantry, efficiency, and

personal bravery seldom equalled. I must also particularly

mention the services of Lieutenant-Colonel Hopkinson, Major

Smyth, and acting Adjutunt Pasties, who behaved with exem-

plary coolness and bravery.

JOHN W. ANDREWS,
Colonel First Delaware Infantry.

September 18th, 1862.

The loss the Regiment sustained by the death of

Captains Watson, Leonard and Rickards was keenly-

felt. Colonel Andrews mourned their loss as good

and brave officers. Captain Watson was commander

of Company A, and his position was on the right in

the battle. -His company wore the Zouave uniform

and were always conspicuous, and, it is supposed

that, on the day of the battle, they attracted the

especial attention of the enemy, for they suffered,
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in numbers, more heavily than other companies.

They were regarded by the commanding officer of

the Regiment as among the best drilled in the ser-

vice. The Captain was absent on duty in Wilming-

ton, when he heard that the Regiment was in Mary-

land and likely to engage the enemy. He immedi-

ately repaired with great haste to join his command

and to lead them in battle. He was one of the first

who fell.

Captain Leonard commanded Company B, on the

extreme left of the Regiment. In those days one

Regiment numbering about nine hundred men, was

as large as many of the Brigades were after the

battles. It is sufficient evidence of his gallant con-

duct to say that he fell in a hand-to-hand encounter

within or near the enemy's lines.

Captain Rickards commanded Company C. He was

wild with excitement when he heard that our colors

were left lying on the field, and whilst brandishing

his sword and calling for men to follow him, to re-

cover the flag, was shot and killed. He did not

reach the colors, but they were faithfully guarded

by the color-bearer, Sergeant Eccles, who, having

been wounded, had gathered them up and lay upon

them till relief came, when he carried them with

pride from the field.
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The magnitude of the war to support the Govern-

ment and maintain the Union, when compared with

the war of the Bevolution, in which our fathers

achieved our independence and established our nation-

ality, far exceeded it in the numbers engaged, the

material employed, and the losses sustained.

In the battle of Lexington, the Americans lost

eight and drove the British back to Boston. At

Bunker's Hill, the British made three charges, two-

of which were unsuccessful, and lost two hundred

killed and eight hundred and twenty-eight wounded.

The Americans lost one hundred and thirty-nine

killed, and three hundred and fourteen wounded.

The defence of Sullivan's Island was regarded as

one of the most brilliant events of the Revolutionary

War. The Americans lost but ten killed and twenty-

two wounded, and the British lost two hundred

in killed and wounded.

At Stony Point, the British lost sixty-five out of

six hundred, and the Americans lost one hundred out

of twelve. At the Battle of Germantown the Amer-

icans captured one hundred and twenty prisoners.

At first the British were repulsed at several points,

and retreated in disorder, but the Americans them-

selves became panic stricken, and were in the end

completely routed.
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Burgoyne having lost in two successive engage-

ments from twelve to fifteen hundred, and being cut

off from all retreat, surrendered his army of five

thousand seven hundred and fifty-two men, with five

thousand stand of arms. He lost one general officer

killed, and the Americans had one general wounded.

Yet these battles were called " bloody " and " bril-

liant." What, in comparison, were the battles of

Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorville, Gettys-

burg, in the Wilderness, Cold Harbor, around Eich-

mond, and before Petersburg ? One of our officers re-

marked to me after the battle of the 3d of June,

at Cold Harbor, that a battle was now hardly called

respectable except we had ten thousand casualties.

In some of the battles in which our Eegiment was

engaged, our losses alone was nearly as great as the

losses of the Revolutionary army in some of their

great battles.

It was not a matter of surprise to me that the

Rebel army had not been followed after the battle

of Antietam, when I compared the condition of our

Eegiment at Harpers Ferry, with its condition at

Suffolk three weeks before, and reflected that other

Eegiments had probably lost as heavily. Besides

the loss sustained in battle, we had over seventy on

the sick list and in the hospital.
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Although Harper's Ferry, previously to the war,

had been regarded a healthy place, it proved not to

be so to our soldiers. After resting there for about

three weeks, the army began to move against the

enemy on the 26th of October. They passed over

the Shenandoah Eiver at the ferry opposite the town,

and thence by way of Loudon valley, skirmishing as

they advanced, to Warrenton.

At Warrenton, General McClellan was superseded

by General Burnside, who led the army rapidly to

Falmouth, on the north side of the Rappahannock

Eiver. Here the army rested till near the middle

of December. Colonel Andrews had been assigned

to the command of the Third Brigade. Lieutenant-

Colonel Hopkinson had resigned on surgeon's certifi-

cate, and the command of the First Delaware de-

volved on Major Thomas A. Smyth.
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CHAPTER VII.

FMEJJEMICKSJi UJRG.

At sunrise on the 11th of December, 1864, va-

rious columns of the Army of the Potomac were

moving, from different points, over the hills and

through the ravines upon Fredericksburg.

The morning
t
was intensely cold ; the ground

frozen and slippery. Our camp was about three

miles from Falmouth on the north side of the Rap-

pahannock, and about four miles from Fredericks-

burg. It was necessary to move by a circuitous

route to keep out of the view of the enemy, and but

of reach of his shells in case he should challenge our

progress. A council of war had been held the pre-

vious night, at which it was determined to attack

the heights of Fredericksburg, and it was generally

known what was before us—a battle; but no one

knew with what success to the army, or what result

to himself. All seemed in good spirits, and hopeful

of victory. There was, however, a silence and seri-

ousness in the ranks very different from what we
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had witnessed in other marches. Not an oath or

imprecation reached our ears. The line of march

might have been followed by the cards strewn along

the way if there had been nothing else to mark our

course. Though men say " there is no harm in card-

playing if they do not gamble," I have never known

a pack to be' found in the pocket of a dead or

wounded soldier, and I am quite sure enough have

been thrown away previously to a battle to supply

the commands. Why is it so ? \Ve have heard men

say they did not want a pack of cards found on their

persons if they should be killed. No! whether an

innocent amusement or not, no one dying wants to

leave such a suspicion of an irreligious character and

life as involuntarily'arises in the minds of the living

upon finding such evidences. Even the ungodly de-

sire " to die the death of the righteous, and that

their last end may be like his." Though they pursue

the bad man's ways, they would like to attain the

good man's end. Vain hope! "The wicked shall be

turned into hell." " They who have done good shall

rise to life everlasting, and they that have done evil

to shame and everlasting contempt." God cannot be

deceived, and will not be mocked. Then let the

sinner forsake his ways, and the unrighteous man

his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, who
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will have mercy upon him, and to our God who will

abundantly pardon.

Before noon we halted a mile and a half from the

river. The ravines were full of troops, and the ad-

vance reached to the heights before the city on the

north side of the river. But the pontoons were not

laid, and the rebel sharpshooters disputed the right

to float them to the opposite shore. They were

shielded in houses along the river bank, and

picked off our men attempting to cross, and it was

almost certain death for any one to attempt to do so.

At length the commanding General, impatient of

delay, said the bridge must be made, and ordered

our batteries to open on the city. The firing was

rapid, continuous, and terrific. The hills smoked

and the earth trembled beneath the fire of the heavy

guns. Soon flames were seen bursting out in dif-

ferent parts of the city, and raged with wild, un-

quenched fury till the burning buildings were con-

sumed. The day being calm, the fire did not spread,

and only a few houses were burned. The guns were

trained principally upon the buildings along the

shore where the sharp-shooters concealed themselves.

They were soon driven from their covert places, and

a call was made for volunteers to cross over and

dislodge them. More offered than were needed.
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Among them was Chaplain A. B. Fuller, of the Six-

teenth Massachusetts Regiment, who upon reaching

the shore stepped out in front with others with a

loaded musket, and whilst aiming at an enemy of

his Government, was himself killed. The enemy-

was driven from his hiding place, and a portion of

our troops crossed over that evening, and occupied

the city.

Our Third Division was marched to the heights

in the rear of the Lacy House at the close of the day,

but remained only long enough to made a demon-

stration, and draw the fire of the Rebel batteries,

when we retired behind the hills, and bivouacked for

the night. At sunrise, on the 12th, we were again

marching in columns to cross the river. Not a gun

was fired from either side while the troops were

crossing, and we halted in the street parallel with

the river. The roll was called every hour with a

view of keeping the men together. We were care-

ful not to expose ourselves in the streets, which

extend from the river to the heights, for the enemy

had guns trained to rake those streets.

During the day the men, who had been without

tobacco for a long time, supplied themselves most

profusely with the best the city afforded. If their

pillaging had been confined to taking such things as
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they needed, and in such quantities" as they could

use, we should have had nothing to say in condem-

nation, as this is the usage of war. But they de-

stroyed an hundred fold more than they used.

The contents of a book-store were thrown into the

street. Marble-top tables were taken out, and

the frame work was split up for kindling, to cook

coffee. A rough fellow stood before an elegant

mirror, in which he could see his full length; he

swore that he did not look like that image before

he came into the war, cursed the Kebels for making

it, and then, with the breach of his musket, shivered

it to pieces. Another, after amusing himself drum-

ming upon an elegant piano, jumped upon it with

his heavy boots and utterly ruined it.

Surgeon Maull tells of a fellow who was seen

carrying a grindstone on his shoulder, and being

asked what he was going to do with it, replied, that

he could find nothing else to take, and he was deter-

mined to have something.

These things were done when the troops first

entered the city, but after the provost guard came

they stopped the wanton destruction of property.

On the 13th, very early in the morning, the

Eegiment was under arms, and marched to the

third street from the river, and remained in line



FIRST DELAWARE REGIMENT. 89

till nearly noon. Then came the order for the First

Delaware, leaving their knapsacks, to advance and

deploy as skirmishers to find the enemy, and open

the battle. Whilst the men were under arms, and

waiting orders, the chaplain passed along the line,

exhorting the men to put their trust in God, and to

do their duty to their country; "to be strong;" and

to "quit themselves like men." It was a solemn

hour, not only to him, but to them, and never before

had they listened to him with more respectful

attention, or earnest looks ; never had they seemed

more pleased to have him with them. One after

another came to him to say some "last words," it

might be, and some seemed to cling to him as if he

was now their best friend. At length, when the

fog which hung over the city rolled away, the order

came to advance. Led by Major Thomas A. Smyth,

every man stepped forward as firmly and promptly

as if they were going on a dress parade. As they

were to be deployed as skirmishers, the colors

were not carried upon the field, and the surgeons,

chaplain, . and hospital attendants waited in the

suburbs of the city for the fruits of the battle.

Not long did they wait. The troops had not

advanced beyond the limits of the city, when a

shell—the first that was fired—burst in their midst,

8*
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and wounded several of our men. The first one,

holding his hand over the wound, came to me

inquiring for the hospital. The wound was not

severe, but if it had been, I doubt whether I could

have kept my face straight, for he came crying like

a child, because the Rebels shot first, and wounded

him before he had time to fire a gun. Never mind,

said I to him, this wound will soon be well and

you may have another opportunity. He was fol-

lowed by one and another in rapid succession, for in

a few minutes, the solid shot came plunging into

the city, the shells were bursting over it, and the

musketry fire was continuous. Eapidly the demon

of war laid his victims on the field in the agonies

of death, or sent them bleeding to the rear.

Very many perished on the field. One of our

Regiment was brought to the hospital with both his

legs shot off below the knees by a solid cannon

ball * He sent for me to pray for him, and to

receive some last messages for his friends at home.

He lay with the quietness of a child and the patience

of a Christian, listening earnestly as I pointed him

to the "Lamb of God that taketh away the sin

of the world," and told him of Christ the sure

refuge of the sinner. Having, in prayer, in the

* George Snyder, of Company I, from New Castle, Del.
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midst of that bleeding multitude and the hurrying

footsteps of surgeons and attendants, commended

his spirit to God, I left him, to minister to others

• whose wounds were less severe, and for whom some-

thing could be done with better hope of success.

There being no hope of his recovery, we made him

as comfortable as we could, and left him undis-

turbed. Without a murmur or a groan he lay

waiting his time to die. It soon came.

Our Second Division hospital was in a beautiful

house, and large yard which extended to the river

bank. Long before dark the house was crowded to

its utmost, and the yard filled with the wounded.

One of our officers, Captain Harris, wounded in the

shoulder, came to the hospital and, with tears in his

eyes, said, " They are slaughtering our men on the

hill." They stood up to their posts manfully, and

General French seeing them, commended them highly

and called upon other regiments to go to their sup-

port. The Eebel batteries fired rapidly, and the ex-

plosion of the shells quickly following the report, told,

only too truly, how short and sure was their range.

All day long the battle raged, and when we were

apprised that the day was over only by the thicken-

ing shades of night
;
we had scarcely room to lay the
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wounded of the division who were still coming in.

At the close of the day the cannonading ceased, but

not the musket-firing. This became more rapid or

was more distinctly heard. Its roll was incessant.

Sometimes it seemed to be drawing nearer, as if our

men were falling back, and then it receded. Thus,

into the night, the battle raged, like the waves of

the sea as it rolls in upon the shore, and then retires

only to come again with unexhausted strength. Our

hospital was not struck during the day, though the

houses on both sides and the one immediately in

front were, and shells howled over it and plunged

into the river at the rear. By midnight, all was

quiet in front, but at the hospital, the heavy moans

of the suffering ones wrung our hearts with sym-

pathy. Long will the 15th of December, 1862, be

remembered. Sad memories are associated with

that day. Many a family circle was broken. Pa-

rents and children all over the land weep for the

slain on that bloody field. Heavy as our losses were

in the centre, on the left many prisoners were taken,

and as the eagle of victory was about to perch on

the standard of our armies, the day was lost.

On the 14th, which was the Sabbath, the battle

was not renewed. We had, however, an intimation
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that the city would be shelled, and a few hours were

allowed us for the removal of the wounded. Our

hospital was cleared, and the wounded were removed

during the day to a ravine, one mile to the rear of

the Lacy House, on the north side of the river.

There was no such shelling as w$ were led to expect,

though a few shells were thrown into the city, one

of which cut off the top of a tree near the pontoon,

as we were passing over with the last of the

wounded. In the night the troops were withdrawn,

and on Monday morning they were seen marching

over the hills to their former position as if going on

a review.

The total loss to the Federal army, in killed,

wounded, and missing, was twelve thousand three

hundred and twenty-one. The Confederates, having

been sheltered by their works, lost less heavily.

Lieutenant Darlington, who had recently been

commissioned, was killed on the field. He was a

young officer of much promise. Lieutenant Philips

was wounded, and afterwards died of his wounds at

his home in Sussex County.
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OFFICIAL REPORT OF COL. JOHN W. ANDREWS,
COMMANDING THIRD BRIGADE.

Wilmington, Del., December 27th, 1862.

Captain Joseph W. Plume, A. A. A. G., French's Division.

Captain:—I have the honor to report the following as the

part taken by the Thir% Brigade, under my command, in the

attack on the enemy's works near Fredericksburg.

On the morning of the 12th of December, at 7
-

30, the com-

mand following General Kimball's Brigade, and advancing by

the left flank, crossed the pontoon bridge, and formed line of

battle in the main street of Fredericksburg, the men keeping near

their arms, and the roll being called every* hour. This evening

the Fourth New York Volunteers performed picket duty. On

the morning of the 13th I received marching orders from division

headquarters, and formed the Brigade in rear of Kimball, in the

following order, in a street running parallel with Main street,

Tenth New York Volunteers, Colonel Benedix ; One Hundred

and Thirty-second Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Albright

;

Fourth New York Volunteers, Colonel McGregor. The First

Delaware Regiment being now detailed as skirmishers in ad-

vance of Kimball's Brigade, and the column formed right in

front. I reported to Brigadier-General French as being ready

to move, and received my final instructions. The men seemed

full of enthusiasm, and eager to meet the enemy. At this time

Colonel Benedix received a shell wound, and Captain Salmon

Winchester assumed command of the Tenth New Y
r
ork Volun-

teers.

At 12 A.M. the command " Forward I" was given. My in-

structions were to move by flank to the position indicated, face



FIRST DELAWARE REGIMENT. 95

to the front, thus forming the Brigade in line of battle, and

keeping one hundred and fifty paces in the rear of Kimball to

support him. We accordingly advanced briskly under a heavy

artillery fire, until we reached the position indicated, then,

facing to the front, marched steadily up the slope, and took a

position in Kimball's rear. We remained here a short time,

until finding that his ranks had become reduced, and that,

although he held his ground nobly, he was unable to improve

his position, I ordered my men forward to support him. The

commanders of regiments led on their men in a manner worthy

of all praise, and remained engaged until relieved in turn by

the next advancing Brigade. They then retired, and were re-

formed in the second street from the river under their regi-

mental commanders. Having, myself, become disabled during

the action, I did not leave the field; and finding myself on my

return unable to perform duty, I turned over the command to

Lieutenant-Colonel Marshal, Tenth New York Volunteers, who

had been detailed on special duty on the other side of the river

with the pioneers, and was not present in the action.

In conclusion, I beg leave to state that the officers behaved

with exemplary coolness, and the men with the steadiness and

courage of veterans. I wish also particularly to mention the

efficient services of Colonel John D. McGregor, Fourth New York

Volunteers, wounded in the arm ; Lieutenant-Colonel Charles

Albright, One Hundred and Thirty-second Pennsylvania Volun-

teers ; Lieutenant-Colonel Wm. Jamison, Fourth New York Vol-

unteers; Major Thomas A. Smyth, First Delaware Volunteers;

Major Charles Kruger, Fourth New York Volunteers; and Cap-

tain Salmon Winchester, an accomplished gentleman and a true

soldier, who fell mortally wounded while commanding and lead-
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ing on his regiment, the Tenth New York Volunteers. Also,

to the valuable aid afforded me by the gentlemen of my staff,

Lieutenant W. P. Saville, A. A. G. ; Lieutenant Theodore

Kogers, A. D., severely wounded by my side, while the com-

mand was under a heavy fire of musketry, and Lieutenant W.

C. Inhoff, Aid.

Having already testified to the good conduct of those under

my immediate command, it becomes my duty also to state that

the First Delaware Regiment, detached as skirmishers, were

reported as having behaved with great courage and endurance.

That, after driving the enemy's skirmishers, they sustained

alone their fire for a considerable time, before the support-

ing column arrived, and, after spending all their ammunition,

they retired in good order. Major T. A. Smyth, in command,

is represented as having displayed much coolness ajid ability.

The list of casualties will be reported by Lieutenant-Colonel

Marshall, now in command.

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

JOHN W. ANDREWS,
'

Colonel commanding Third Brigade.

Lieutenant-Colonel John W. Marshall in his re-

port, says

:

" The several regiments of the brigade stood up

to their work nobly. The First Delaware Volunteers

deserves particular mention for the manner in which,

as skirmishers, it opened the engagement and re-
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mamed on the field until every cartridge was ex-

pended."

The casualties in the First Delaware were, killed

ten, wounded seventy-four, and missing nine.

When the excitement was over, and we were again

in our camp, and began to look at the results of the

battle, there was a depression of spirits such as I had

not before witnessed. Officers and men ardently

wished for their former and beloved General,

McClellan. There was no want of respect for Gen-

eral Burnside, but McClellan commanded, not only

their respect and confidence, but their hearts. It

was said McClellan must be restored. His restora-

tion to the command of the army would be worth a

reinforcement of fifty thousand men. Soldiers were

sick of the war, and declared they would leave the

army if they could, and never wanted to hear another*

gun, and if they lived to get home would never take

a gun into their hands.

During the march from Harper's Ferry, and up to

the battle of Fredericksburg, there had been a limited

supply of rations on account of the difficulty of

transportation. But few of the soldiers had seen

their friends at home since they entered the service.

Some had lost friends, whom they could never see

again till the great day when all will meet. It was
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not surprising, therefore, that they were anxious on

account of their families. The troops were kept

under marching orders and in constant expectation

of moving. In January, General Burnside attempted

to surprise the enemy by a flank movement on their

left. Having been supplied with eight days' rations,

a portion of the army from our left began to move.

The same day a heavy rain began to fall, and before

night the artillery was " stuck in the mud." The

First Delaware being on the right, did not break

camp, for, before it came their time to fall in, the

order was countermanded. When the soldiers saw

the wagons and carriages of the cannon buried to

their axle-trees, they called out and repeated from

one to the other, in the impatient language of

northern editors and citizens, " Why dont the Army

of the Potomac move?'
1

Nothing could have been

more satirical. To illustrate the depth of the mud,

and the nature of the soil, an artillerist returning

without his piece was asked where it was ? He re-

plied that the last time he saw it, it was out of sight

in the mud. . The plan of General Burnside was well

conceived but the elements were against him. The

Rebels knew almost as soon as the order was issued

that our men were furnished with eight days' rations,
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and their pickets called to ours to know what they

were going to do next.

General Burnside, at his own request, having

been relieved, General Hooker succeeded him in com-

mand of the army. The winter was spent in reor-

ganizing, and before spring opened it was in excellent

condition. Dissatisfaction and gambling had ceased,

and officers and men were ready for orders. The

change was surprising. General Hooker hit upon

the happy plan of giving " furloughs " to the men,

and "leaves" to the officers, and had full and various

supplies furnished. Our Quartermaster told me he

had issued nineteen different articles of food. The

troops were paid. These things acted like a charm.

There was but little sickness, and the men came

through the winter in fine health and spirits.

During the winter and spring, Governor Cannon,

Judge Houston, N. B. Smithers, Professor Porter,

Mr. Curtis, and others, visited us and cheered the

men by their commendations and manifested interest.'
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CHAPTER VIII.

CHANCBZZOBVILLE.

On the 28th of April, we again broke camp and

moved to the right.

On the 30th we crossed the Rappahannock at the

United States ford about sundown. During the day,

while waiting for the pontoons to be laid, General

Hooker issued a congratulatory address, announcing

the successful crossing of two other corps at the

fords above, and saying that we now had the enemy

where he must come out and fight, or ingloriously

fly before us. Two or three miles from the river,

the General overtook the troops and rode in the

rear of our Regiment for a little way. I remarked

to him, that this being the day of the national fast,

it had, no doubt, been generally observed at the

North. "Ah," said he, "is this the 30th? well we

shall not have much to do to-morrow—not more

than ten or twelve miles to march, and, perhaps, un-

cover Fredricksburg. We shall soon come to better

roads." Thus saying he dashed into the woods at
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the side of the road
;
and pressed on to the head of

the column.

That night we halted about ten o'clock, and he

established his headquarters at the Chancellorville

House. The next morning we found the Kebels in

our front. Instead of marching, we were soon hotly-

engaged with the enemy. Fredericksburg was

already uncovered. Batteries were replying to

batteries, and the infantry of the two armies were

opposing each other in deadly strife. Our Brigade

about noon was ordered to advance to Todd's Tav-

ern and hold the position. But, having marched

about a mile beyond army headquarters, the order

was countermanded and we returned to our former

position near General French's headquarters, one

mile in the rear of General Hooker's. It had been

discovered that we were marching in a trap. If we

had gone a little further, we should have been cut

off, with a rebel force on our right and left. Before

night, the beef cattle which were grazing in front

of army headquarters, were driven back to save

them from falling into the hands of the Eebels. A
house near General French's headquarters was se-

lected for our hospital, but on the next day, which

was the 2nd of May, it was found to be too near,

and we removed it to a ravine a few hundred yards

9*
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in the rear. The Fourth Regiment New York,

whose time had expired, was detailed to police the

ground, and prepare it for a large number of

wounded. We had scarcely completed the bowers

and the bunks when we were ordered to remove it

still further to the rear. About this time the yell

of the Rebels charging upon our batteries was heard.

They were repulsed and our band struck up Yankee

Doodle. It seemed like " whistling to keep the

courage up;" and so it proved. Another charge

was made, yet we held the ground, but our hospital

was too near the field. A shell fell amongst the

teams and camp followers, and produced a panic

amongst them. About the same time the Eleventh

Corps broke and came pouring through the woods.

Teams, cattle, and men, pushing to the rear, choked

up the road. The tide was almost irresistible.

Officers, with drawn swords, called to the men to

halt, but on the stream flowed, till it met another

corps coming up, when the current was arrested.

That night our Regiment lay upon their arms

in line of battle, within supporting distance of the

pickets. Some of them who called out " good-

night," as they lay down to take their rest, never

spoke to me afterwards. Samuel McElwee, who

thus called to me as cheerfully as he had ever done,
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on the next day slept the sleep of death, on the

field of battle.

On Sunday (3d) the fighting was renewed with

terrific fury. General (Stonewall) Jackson was

wounded and subsequently died. General Hayes

and a- part of his staff, including Lieutenant Eccles

of the First Delaware, were taken prisoners, who

afterwards reported that the Rebels had no reserves

but a thin line, and were themselves falling back

;

yet we were ordered to retire to the north side of

the river. Our men could not understand the reason

for the order. If we had not beaten the Rebels, we

were not ourselves whipped. General Hooker being

indisposed, the command of the army devolved on

General Couch, who, it was reported, was making

arrangements to attack the enemy when General

Hooker reassumed the command. The soldiers were

sorely disappointed, and some of them shed tears

when they were ordered to recross the river.

The troops had received four months' pay a few

days before leaving camp, and I had expressed for

them about ten thousand dollars. Many of them,

however, had sent none by me, or only a part, and

when about to go into battle they came to me to take

their money, and keep it for them till the battle

should be over. Though some of them were wounded
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none were killed. Others who took their money

with them never returned, and their persons and

money thus fell into the hands of the enemy.

One of our men came to me from the line of battle,

whilst waiting orders to march, in great concern

for his soul apparently, and wanted me to go off with

him to the woods to pray for him. He wanted to

"get religion." He knew he was not prepared to

die, &c. I did not think he cared more for his soul

than he did for his body, and told him that God was

as near to him there, at the post of duty, as he

would be in the bushes ; that he could there, where

he stood, give his heart to God, and that he ought

not to be ashamed to acknowledge Christ before

men ; but commit himself into the hands of the

Saviour, and do his duty like a man. That dying

even in the performance of his duty was safer than

shirking it. He promised to give himself to God,

and, if he survived the battle, to be a Christian in

after life. The concern depicted on his countenance

was sufficient to indicate a great mental struggle.

He came unhurt to the close of the war, and was as

careless and unconcerned about his soul when the

danger was over as he had been anxious when the

battle was pending.

On the 6th of May the various commands of the
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army had returned to the north side of the river.

All the troops had not returned. Many were left in

"the Wilderness/
7

if not in solitary, in unmarked

graves. The various hospitals were enlarged, and

filled with the wounded. No one riding through the

camps to which the troops returned could fail to ob-

serve that the battles of the first four days of May

at Chancellorville had cost us the lives of many men,

and that the army was greatly weakened. Yet they

were not demoralized. They had confidence in them-

selves, and knew to whom and what to attribute

their failure.

COLONEL SMYTH'S REPORT OF THE BATTLE OP
CHANCELLORVILLE.

Headquarters Fiest Regt. Del. Vols., 1

May 7th, 1863. J

Lieutenant W. P. Seville, A. A. A. G., Third Brigade, Third

Division.

Sir ;—I have the honor to report that in obedience to General

Orders, No 37, from Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,

the Regiment under my command marched from its camp near

Falmouth, at sunrise on the morning of the 28th of April,

having position in the centre of the Third Brigade. We moved

up the road towards Bank's Ford, near which place we halted

at 11 o'clock, A.M, and bivouacked for the remainder of the

day and night. At 2 o'clock, P.M., on the following day the

march was again resumed, and we halted for the night about
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two-and-a-half miles from United States Ford. On the morn-

ing of the next day the march was resumed, and crossing the

Rappahannock early in the evening at United States Ford, we

moved up the road to Chancellorville, halting within a mile of

that place, about 11, P.M. On the 1st of May, the Regiment

remained in column under arms without moving. On the

morning of the 2d, the enemy began shelling our position, but

without effect. Late in the afternoon, the Regiment was formed

in line of battle facing the right. About 6 o'clock in the even-

ing, the Eleventh Army Corps having given way on the right,

the Regiment was moved to the left of the Chancellorville road,

four companies being thrown across the road to aid in arresting

the stragglers.

After the panic had somewhat abated, we received orders from

Major Korval to support Captain Franks' battery, posted in the

open field to the right of the headquarters of General French

;

one company under command of Captain Smith being thrown

forward to the edge of the woods as a picket guard, where they

remained during the night. On the morning of the 3d, we

were moved, by an order from General French, a short distance

to the left, ready to advance to the support of the First Brigade,

then moving to reinforce the Third Corps, heavily engaged with

the enemy in front : while in this position a temporary breast-

work, formed of knapsacks, fence-rails, and bags of earth, was

erected as a protection against the fire of the enemy's infantry.

About 7, A.M., the Third Corps, being hard pressed in front,

gave way, and, in company with the One Hundred and Thirty-

second Pennsylvania Volunteers, we advanced to the edge of

the woods, when we encountered the enemy in considerable

force, and drove him for a distance of half a mile. Then the



FIRST DELAWARE REGIMENT. 107

enemy having been reinforced, we baited, and held him in check

for abont three hours, when the brigade on our right gave way,

allowing the enemy to gain a position on our right flank and

rear. Being thus exposed to a galling fire from three directions,

the Regiment changed front to the rear on the tenth company,

in perfect order, and, assisted with the fire from one of the bat-

teries, repulsed the enemy, when, having received orders to re-

treat, we fell back in good order, and took our position in the

rear of the First Brigade. The enemy having range of our

position, opened upon us with shell, upon which we retired, in

obedience to orders, into the woods. Having rested for about

half an hour we were ordered to the front to support the First

Brigade. Taking a position in the second line of battle, we re-

mained there, frequently exposed to a hot fire of shell and mus-

ketry, until 3 o'clock, on the morning of the 6th, when

we took up our line of march for the river, marching left

in front, and following the One Hundred and Thirty-second

Pennsylvania Volunteers. Without halting, we crossed the

pontoon bridge at United States Ford, and reached our old

camp about noon.

Our loss in the five days, during which time we were exposed

to the fire of the enemy, was six killed, thirty -three wounded,

and ten missing; among the wounded is Major Woodall.

The conduct of the Regiment, both officers and men, is worthy

of all praise. The men who fought so bravely at Antietam and

Fredericksburg forgot not their record, nor failed to add to it

another page inscribed with glorious deeds of patriotic valor.

Where all acted so nobly, it would, perhaps, be invidious to

mention any one particularly, yet the coolness under fire evinced

by Lieutenant-Colonel Harris, Major Woodall, and Acting Ad-
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jutant Tanner, and the bravery of Captains Smith, Yardley,

Heizer, Sparks, and Lieutenant Draper, as shown not only

at the battle of Chancellorville, but in previous engagements,

entitle them to especial notice. Particularly would I call the

attention of the Colonel commanding to the gallant conduct of

Captain Smith, always brave ; at the battle of Chancellorville

his bravery was more than usually conspicuous
;
by his example

he encouraged the men, and by his coolness aided materially in

repulsing the enemy upon our flank.

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

THOMAS A. SMYTH,
Colonel commanding First Regiment Delaware Volunteers.

It appears from the subjoined report of Lieutenant-

Colonel Harris, that a call was made upon command-

ers of regiments for the names of enlisted men whose

conduct in battle was praise-worthy.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL HARRIS'S REPORT.

Headquarters First Delaware Regiment, )

May 27th, 1863. J

Lieutenant William P. Seville, A. A. A. G.

Sir:—1 have the honor to make the following report of

enlisted men, in this command, according to General Order No.

53, paragraph 1, as reported by their commanding officers:

Corporal William Anderson, and Private Joshua Green, of

Company C. The latter was wounded at the battle of Chan-

cellorville, both having been in all the battles in which the

Regiment was engaged.
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They have always behaved well but, more particularly,

in the battle of Chancellorville, by volunteering to go to the

front, and find the enemy's position, which they did success-

fully.

Sergeant Wm. Birney, Corporal Wm. Murphey, Private

Jones, of Company D, all behaved with the utmost coolness

and bravery, thereby showing a good example to their com-

rades, and the .Regiment in general. These three behaved

very well in all former engagements, in which the Regiment

was. Corporal Murphey was not in Fredericksburg. Ser-

geant Birney, wounded at Fredericksburg in the foot. Private

Richard Cox, of Company H, has behaved well in all the

battles in which the Regiment was engaged. He deserves

particular notice for his volunteering and accompanying Cor-

poral Anderson, and Private Green of Company C, to the

front.

First Sergeants David Challinger, William D. Birch, Henry

G. Cavanaugh, Corporal Jacob H. Thomson, Privates Robert

Wright, Benjamin Doriety, Andrew Wilkinson, and Gardner

Sands, of Company I, all deserve special notice for their bravery

and coolness under fire. Sergeant Challinger was in iVntietam

and Chancellorville, Sergeants Cavanaugh and Birch were in

all the battles in which the Regiment was engaged.

Corporal Thompson was in Fredericksburg and Chancellor-

ville. Privates Wright, Doriety, and Wilkinson, through all

engagements with the Regiment. Wright and Wilkinson

were wounded at Fredericksburg, also Gardner Sands was in all

engagements. The above named members of Company I all

did their duty, and showed great coolness and bravery, thereby

encouraging all near them to stand fast. They have behaved

so in all engagements, and all deserve special notice.



110 HISTORY OF THE

Corporal D. G. Smith, of Company D, deserves great credit

for the example he showed in all the engagements the Regi-

ment has been in, was wounded at Chancellorville in the

breast. Sergeant Charles J. Still, Corporal William C. Joseph,

and Corporal Robert F. Burnies, and Private Peter W. Vincent,

of Company E, all deserve special notice, for their daring,

bravery, and coolness, in the battles in which the Regiment

has been engaged. Corporals James H. Barbom, Isaac Mixion,

and Charles B. Parry, Orderly Sergeant W. Ferguson, of

Company K, all deserve special notice for the good example

they showed to their company in the different actions in which

the Regiment has been engaged. First Sergeant Matthew

Rodgers, Privates William B. Murry, James Simpson, and

Bernard Morris, of Company B, deserve special notice for

their good conduct in different engagements. They have

always been conspicuous; also, Private Martin Daily, who

went on the field and brought several wounded off, after the

Regiment had been ordered off.

Privates James Gamble, Joseph Schaffner, and Jacob Schaff-

ner, deserve to be mentioned, for encouraging the men to

never run by their example, and while so doing were all

killed. Corporal Henry Roberts, and Private Isaac Scott,

Company F, deserve great credit for their bravery at Antietam,

and Chancellorville, both having been wounded by so doing in

each battle.

First Sergeant Kaywood, Company A, Sergeant W. Warner,

Corporals W. Hanson, and Adam K. Insler, deserve great

credit for their daring bravery, thereby encouraging the men

to remain fast, and keep cool. They have been in all the engage-

ments in which the Regiment has. Sergeant McClung, of
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Company H, should also be mentioned for his good conduct;

wounded at Chancellorville, while encouraging his men to do

their duty. Corporal Samuel McElwe deserves great credit for

his heroism in all the engagements he was in. He was one of

the bravest men of this command, and was killed at Chan-

cellorville.

I remain, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

E. P. HARRIS,

Lieutenant-Colonel commanding Regiment.
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CHAPTER IX.

THE IjONG march.

After the battle of Chancellorville the army re-

mained quiet in camp until June, when rumors

became current that General Lee, with his army,

was crossing the Potomac into Maryland. The

secrecy of his movement, his celerity and audacity

startled and animated the troops. We knew not

what credit to give to the report, for there was no

apparent diminution of the enemy confronting us on

the opposite side of the river. We were, however,

kept in readiness to march at a moment's notice.

On the 14th of June everything was packed, tents

struck, and horses saddled all day. At 9 o'clock

P.M. our second religious service was interrupted

by the order to "fall in.
,, No fires were to be

kindled, and everything we could not take with us

and might be of service to the enemy was ordered

to be destroyed. Hundreds of blankets and tents

were cut or torn into strips, and left in our rear. A
portion of the First Delaware was on picket, and,
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after marching two or three miles, we halted for

them to come up. Resuming our march we arrived

at Stafford Court House at sunrise. Before we had

time to feed our horses and cook coffee we were

ordered to "fall in." The troops were formed in

line of battle, and waited for two hours to receive

the enemy if they should venture to follow. None

appearing, we marched on and bivouacked for the

night on the bank of Aquia Creek. The weather

was intensely hot, and the dust almost suffocating.

Several men fell in the ranks from the effects of the

heat. On the 16th we resumed our march, and

halted at Dumfrees for rations. That night we en-

camped at the Occoquan. Thence we marched to

Fairfax station, where we remained two days, and

then marched to Gainesville where we rested three

or four days and received rations, the cars having

come out from Alexandria.

On the 25th our division left Gainesville as wagon

guard, followed closely by Bebel cavalry. We halted

occasionally, and formed line of battle with artillery

in position. At 9 o'clock P.M. we encamped for the

night at Gum Springs. "We had an opportunity of

seeing the battle field of Bull Bun, and the sad

evidence of the shameful treatment our soldiers

received. Many had not been buried, nor even

10*
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entirely covered. A little dirt had been thrown

over them, but it had been washed off by the rains,

and their head, hands, and feet were exposed.

Though that was a bloody battle fought on the

plains of Bull Run, and so regarded, the loss there

was small compared with subsequent engagements.

The Rebels had apparently removed or carefully

buried their dead, for we found none of their soldiers

so exposed.

On the 26th we crossed the Potomac into Mary-

land at Edward's Ferry. Our route was by way of

Poolesville, Barnville, Sugar Loaf Mountain, Ur-

banna to the Monocacy, thence through Mount Plea-

sant, Liberty, and Union Town.

On the 1st of July we halted at Tauneytown to

rest, as we hoped, for the night. As yet the troops

were entirely ignorant of our destination, or the

whereabouts of the enemy. Our halt, however, was

short; before we had time to cook coffee we were

again ordered "forward." It soon became evident

that the enemy was not far off. The sound of the

cannon and the smoke of battle announced a battle

near at hand. Before night the body of General

Reynolds, who had been killed at Gettysburg, was

carried past us. A disabled section of artillery was

also brought to the rear, and we learned from the
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cannoniers that the enemy were in strong force, and

we were needed to support and reinforce the First

Corps, who had been fighting all day with various

success, on the plains and in the streets of Gettys-

burg. The step of our well trained soldiers became

more steady and solemn as we heard the booming

cannon, and saw the smoke of battle rolling up in

black columns against the sky. As usual, the con-

versation in the ranks ceased as we approached, and

scarcely a sound was heard except the steady tramp

of the moving column.
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CHAPTER X.

THE GBEAT BATTLE.

On the 1st of July we bivouacked within three

miles of Gettysburg, with orders to move at an

early hour in the morning. Before it was quite

light on the morning of the 2d, the Second Corps

was again put in motion and marched to ^take

position in the centre of the line of battle. The

corps was on the left of Cemetery Hill. The

First Delaware had a position on the south side of

the Emmetsburg road, and near a young apple

orchard and group of trees to the left of Cemetery

Hill. Opposite them on the north side of the turn-

pike was a large barn on which they charged, drove

out the Eebel sharp-shooters, and then burned it.

Colonel Thomas A. Smyth commanded the Brigade,

and Lieutenant-Colonel E. P. Harris the Regiment.

During the day our line fell back by order, and as

they retired Captain M. W. B. Ellegood was mortally

wounded and fell on the field. As the enemy's line

passed over, a Rebel soldier seeing the captain not
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yet dead, raised his musket to bayonet him, but his

commanding officer called on him to desist and

threatened to run him through if he ever knew him

to injure a wounded or fallen foe.

Captain Ellegood was a conscientious soldier, and

fought from a sense of duty. But few dreaded a

battle more than he, none entered more promptly, or

fought better, when duty called him into action.

Previously to the battle of Gettysburg he had escaped

without the least injury, though his clothing had

often been pierced. Besides being a brave soldier

he was a good Christian man. He knew from the

first that his wound was mortal, and waited with

patience and resignation for the end to come. When
asked what was his hope for the future, he replied,

that he was all right—that his peace with God was

made. He had not put off preparation for death to

a dying day, but had long been a consistent member

of the Methodist Church.

Lieutenant William Smyth of Company A, having

taken a captured flag to headquarters, was returning

to his command when he was killed. He had not

long been a commissioned officer, but he gave good

promise of becoming one of the best in the Eegi-

ment.

During the engagement, another regiment was
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detailed as skirmishers who, not being well skilled

in that duty, suffered severely. They were relieved

by the First Delaware, who, manceuvering so as

to take advantage of any inequalities of the ground,

sustained but little loss. The battle continued all

day with great violence. Our lines wavered, swayed,

and trembled, and it seemed that they could bear no

more. The Rebels were throwing their whole force

against them. On the left, near Round Top Moun-

tain, there was serious apprehensions that we could

not hold our ground, and orders were given detailing

certain medical officers to remain with the wounded

if it should be necessary to fall back. The barn in

which the surgeons were operating was struck by a

solid shot, and another wounded a horse standing

near. All apprehension was allayed by the arrival

of another corps and reinforcements sent from the

right. On this and the following day our position

was good and the form of our line advantageous.

V/e held the hills south and west of Gettysburg, in-

cluding Cemetery Hill, our line being somewhat in

the form of a semicircle, so that either the right or

left could be quickly reinforced by the other. At

the close of the day, the battle being over, one in-

quired of another as to the result of the fighting,

Nothing seemed to have been gained or lost as to ad-
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vantage, and we rested that night where and as we

could, anxiously awaiting the result of the next day.

On the 3d the fighting commenced early, continued

with great violence all day, and closed disastrously

to our enemies. They had attacked our lines re-

peatedly in various, if not all points, and in every

instance were repulsed. It was not generally known

how decidedly the enemy were whipped till the

morning of the 4th, when it was known that they

were retreating and we began to bury their dead,

gather in their wounded, and count the prisoners.

The fruits of the battles on the 1st, 2d, and 3d of

July, 18G3, at Gettysburg, were appalling. Although,

when the official reports were compared, the numbers

of killed, wounded, and prisoners were not greatly

unequal, the fact of a decided Union victory was ad-

mitted on all hands, and, notwithstanding our losses

and grief on account of them, all loyal hearts were

cheered. On the morning of the 4th the pursuit of

the retreating foe was commenced, and strong hopes

were entertained that they could not recross the Po-

tomac.

A heavy rain which fell, swelling the river,

strengthened these hopes. They had re-crossed it

after the battle of Antietam, but that, it was said,

was the fault of the commanding General. They
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could not escape this time, it was confidently

asserted. But they did recross, and that, too, in the

face of difficulties not less than they encountered in

September, 1802.

The disappointment of the loyal people was

intense, and many yet wonder why it was permitted,

especially with former examples before us. There

may be those who know, we do not. Some who

censure General McClellan, exculpate General Meade.

After the battle of Antietam General McClellan

rested his array at Harper's Ferry till the last of

October, and then moved on to Warren ton, where

he was relieved and General Burnside succeeded him.

General Meade, after the battle of Gettysburg,

followed the enemy to the neighborhood of Warren-

ton—and his army rested till September. The

First Delaware, with the Third Brigade, were en-

camped at Bristorburg, where we remained till

September 18th, when we marched to Elk Run. On

August the 31st we marched to Harford Church,

in the neighborhood of Falmouth, to support Kil-

patrick's cavalry making a reconnoisance, and on the

3rd returned to camp near Elkton.

On the third day of the battle the hospitals were

removed to the rear. When we were nearly through

loading the ambulances and sending off those who
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could walk, there burst over and around the barn,

in which our division wounded were, a terrific storm

of shells.

Men who had seemed utterly unable to move

aroused themselves, and crawled to some other

place, as they supposed, of safety, or at least of

less danger. Horsemen, footmen, and wagons,

rushed wildly across the field, or down the

road, under cover of the hill in the place of danger,

rather than out of it. The confusion, haste, and

alarm of each one alarmed the rest, and altogether

the scene was both amusing and- frightful.o o

The shelling endangering the hospital, did not

last long, and appeared to be the result of the

concentrated fire upon our batteries on Cemetery

Hill. Yet, for several hours the shells came

howling over the hill and falling in the field.

Before night all the wounded were removed to

our new place on Bock Creek. All that night,

and the day and night following, our ambulances

were busy bringing in the wounded. When, finally,

all were in, the little grove, containing some two or

three acres, was literally filled with the victims

of the demons—treason—rebellion—war.

Most of the Federal soldiers were, in a measure,

protected from the rain by shelter tents, which they

11
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brought with them, or had been picked up by their

comrades and friends for that purpose.

But the Confederates were unsheltered. Men

and officers were laid on the wet ground with

nothing under or over them. They lay so close

that in passing . from one to another to try to do

something for them, great care was necessary not

to step on them, and their imploring calls for re-

lief or shelter was distressing, for our supplies were

limited.

The railroad communication from Baltimore was

interrupted, and our wagon trains were far in the

rear, lest they might be captured. The battle was

a desperate one. Our men fought against superior

numbers with a courage worthy of their cause

;

and the Confederates fought as if victory then and

there would secure for them all they sought—for-

eign recognition, independence, and the overthrow

of the Federal Government. But the Fourth of

July witnessed them in full retreat to the Poto-

mac, hotly pursued by our victorious army. Every

available man was required to follow up the fleeing

foe. Only a few of the medical officers were left

with the wounded—too few but for the volunteer

doctors and civilians who came promptly to our

assistance,
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We were gratified on Sunday morning, the 5th, to

find friends with stores for the wounded. Commis-

sioners from the Christian Commission, and volunteer

aid societies, and individuals, some of whom had

harnessed their teams and driven thirty or forty

miles, were there with food and clothing. In a few

days hundreds of co-workers came with ample pro-

visions. The surgeons were busy many days and

nights at the operating tables, whilst others were

constantly employed dressing wounds, or ministering

to the comfort of all who required their services.

Among the most useful were married and single

ladies, who, prompted by the goodness of their hearts,

came from their comfortable homes to undergo the

discomforts and toil of a field hospital to relieve the

sufferers. Many a blessing was invoked on them for

their kindness. Too much praise cannot be awarded

to them for their aid and sympathy. If there were not

so many who deserved to be praised for their services,

I should like to name some who were like minister-

ing angels in the tents of the wounded.

As soon as the railroads were repaired, those

whose wounds permitted their removal were sent off

to general hospitals, and thus more time was allowed

to bad cases. The mortality, especially among the

Confederates, was very great for several days after
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the battle. The surgeon in charge of our Division

Hospital assigned to me the duty of burying the

dead. An idea of the scarcity of assistance and of

the mortality may be inferred from the fact that,

although every effort in our power was made to inter

the dead, they accumulated, and lay for days un-

buried. At length we were obliged to call in assist-

ance from another Division Hospital. Until the

army moved the chaplains of the various regiments

remained with their wounded. We districted the

ground, and each chaplain gave his especial attention

to the wounded of his own regiment, and to those of

other regiments having no chaplain lying nearest to

his own. By thus systematizing and working each for

his own first and then for others, all were as far as

practicable sheltered. There was not a wounded

man of the First Delaware who was not provided

for and made comfortable. The detail of nurses

left with us, and the delegation of citizens who came

from Wilmington, rendered valuable aid. But to the

Christian Commission, for kind and faithful nursing,

the soldiers were especially indebted, for without

their assistance and supplies it would not have been

possible for us to give the necessary attention to the

wounded. They, no doubt, saved many lives.

The Sanitary Commission poured out their stores
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of clothing and food as if they had the inexhaustible

stock of the loyal North to draw from. Various

aid societies, independent associations, and individ-

uals were indefatigable among the wounded. The

best spirit seemed to animate the great majority of

those who came with their stores and willing hands

to work for the sufferers.

Some of the Baltimoreans who came were among

the most efficient and useful helpers. They worked

for Federal and Confederate wounded without dis-

tinction. Wherever, whenever, and to whomsoever

they could could do anything to relieve suffering

they were willing and prompt to do it. There

were others whose sympathies were for the Confeder-

ates alone, and gave all they brought to them, and

did nothing for others.

We had a corresponding class from Philadelphia,

who declared they would not give a cup of tea to a

Rebel to save his life. These formed a very small

portion of the Philadelphians who were there, and in

spirit were very different and contrary to the large

delegation from that loyal city.

Such a spirit, and such practices, could not be

tolerated in a well regulated hospital, and an order

was issued that nothing should be carried to the

wounded of either party by their friends
;
and every-

11*
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thing was deposited in the store-house to be dis-

tributed indiscriminately by authorized persons.

The only distinction discoverable on the part of the

surgeons was that they attended to the worst cases

first, whether they were Federal or Confederate,

giving the preference to our own when the cases

were equally urgent.

Some, in their intemperate zeal in a good cause,

have denied that there could be found piety or

religion in a Rebel, but I am not the only one who

has remarked that there was found among the Con-

federates as large a proportion of Christian men as

in our own army. It is the duty of every one to

respect and honor those who rightfully rule over us

and to support the legal Government under which he

lives. But loyalty is not religion, and though rebel-

lion against a' good constitutional Government is

sinful and incompatible with true piety, yet where

and who is the Christian man thoroughly loyal to

his God ? And if a man may be a Christian though

not sinless, or in all things obedient to the Divine

Government, may not another be a Christian though

a political heretic ?

I had the opportunity of seeing and conversing with

many Confederate officers and men, many of them

expressed their gratitude and surprise upon receiving
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the kindness which was shown them. It far ex-

ceeded what they expected. There -were among

them some stiff Kebels who stood up for " their

rights " with boldness. In conversation with one of

them he alluded to the emancipation proclamation

and the enlistment of negro soldiers, and asked me if

Delawarians were not ashamed of these measures. I

told him we were not, that though some were opposed

to them because they feared they were impolitic,

as soon as they became a part of the settled

policy of the Government, they were generally con-

curred in, as we intended to give every means a fair

trial for the entire overthrow of the rebellion. He
replied that our professed object was to defend the

Union and not to abolish slavery. So it^is, said I.

The proclamation is not directed against slavery but

the rebellion, except so far as the former is sustained

by the latter. Slavery was not abolished in loyal

slave States, nor even in loyal portions of seceded

States. If they had not formally enlisted negroes,

they had done and were doing the same thing in

effect, for they employed them to drive their teams,

haul their rations, and work on their fortifications,

thus relieving their soldiers, and in that way rein-

forcing their army with fighting men.
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Our conversation had become quite earnest and

animated. He at length said,

" You (at the North) are always arguing/'

"What would you have?" I asked, "I thought

you wanted to discuss these questions."

" No !" said he, with some impatience,

"What then?" I asked.

"Fight it out," said he.

" Agreed," I replied, "but remember we are as de-

termined as you are to fight to a successful issue, and

we have the men and means."

I had been urging the uselessness and inhumanity

of continuing the contest, and charged upon them

the real authorship of the war, which he did not

deny. Sojjie admitted it, and blamed South Carolina

for it. Others even boasted that they fired the first

gun and commenced the war.

By the 1st of August most of the division hos-

pitals were broken up, and a general hospital estab-

lished. Assistant Surgeon, J. W. McCullough, and I,

who had been detailed to remain with the wounded,

were relieved and left to rejoin our Regiment at

Bristorburg, Virginia.
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CHAPTER XI.

BBISTOBBVltG.

Bristorburg is south of the Orange and Alexan-

dria Railroad, and about six miles from Bealton

Station. Our hospital was in the Church which was

beautifully situated in an oak grove. Here I met a

poor old slave, who, though not presuming or for-

ward, but, on the contrary, deferential and polite,

was free and fluent in conversation, especially on

religious subjects, on which he was well informed.

One evening, our quartermaster, his wife, Mrs. Har-

ris of Philadelphia, and I with others, were sitting

under the trees in front of our quarters, talking on

serious subjects, and singing songs of Zion, when

"Corn/' as the slave called himself, came along, and,

knowing his religious character, I asked him to give

some account of his religious experience and views

;

to " give a reason for the hope within him." This

he did in a manner very satisfactory to all ; but the

chaplain, to test him still further, proposed some

questions to sound the depth of his experience, the
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accuracy of his faith, and the ground of his hope.

He looked seriously and in a meditative mood, for a

few moments on the ground. One of the ladies, ap-

parently taking his hesitation for embarrassment,

proposed the substance of the questions in an easier

and leading form. The slave raised himself, and

said,

" Never mind, missus. I know what the chaplain

is arter, he's tryin' me. Let him be. I's ready for

him." He then answered the questions in such a

simple, accurate, and discriminating manner, that

the whole party burst out in an exciting and joyous

shout of laughter, which no one enjoyed more than

the chaplain himself.

The slave was free as the truth makes free

!

The Spirit and the Word of God which is not

bound, had enlightened him and loosed the bonds

of sin and Satan, and introduced him into the

glorious liberty of the sons of God. He could not

read a word in the book, yet he knew Jesus as

he is revealed in the gospel. A professor of theol-

ogy could not have given a clearer or more sat-

isfactory statement of the grounds and object of

faith and hope. This man had always lived in

slavery, but under the influence of the preached

word. He belonged to a Baptist preacher, and
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lived near the church. Though he seldom heard

the Bible read, except in the services on Sundays,

the Spirit had taken of the things of Christ

and shown them unto him. He was a voluntary-

slave. Being asked why he had not gone with

others of his color to the North, he said, he

could not leave his family; his little children and

wife would have no one to care for them as he

could, and he could not take them with him.

He said it did not make much difference where,

or in what condition, a man lived, he could love

and serve God anywhere, and when our Great Mas-

ter's time came, he would be free. He would like

to be free, but was willing to wait. At one time,

he was suspected of being engaged in, if not

the leader of a plot to lead off the slaves of

the neighborhood. He was seized, his hands

bound behind him and marched, with others,

day after day through deep mud until he was

almost exhausted and the skin was chafed off

his wrists. He begged to be released and

promised to follow or march wherever they would

direct, urging that he had often had the opportunity

to escape, and yet had not done so, and that there

was no reason now that had not existed before.

At length he was unbound and marched to the
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place of destination—Lynchburg. Here the ques-

tion was discussed, whether they should not be

sent further into the interior. The slave appealed

to his master, and asked him if he had not always

been faithful, if he had ever done anything to

merit from him such indignities, as he regarded

thorn, and begged him not to send him further

from his family, but to allow him to return to them.

The appeal touched the heart of his master and he

was permitted to return.

On September 12th we broke camp at Elk

Run, and marched to Rappahannock Station, where

we bivouacked for the night.

On the 13th we marched to Culpeper, where

we remained three days. Culpeper is on the

Orange and Alexandria Railroad-, about seventy

miles from Washington, and is beautifully situ-

ated in a rich hilly country. General Kilpatrick

drove the Confederate cavalry rapidly through

the town, capturing a number of prisoners and

several pieces of artillery. Several of their dead

were left on the field. One who lay on the hill

near where we encamped we buried and marked

his name, which I found on a memorandum book

in his pocket.

On the 16th we marched through Culpeper to
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the top of Cedar Mountain, where we encamped

for the night. From this position we had a fine

view of the surrounding country, and could see,

.at the distance of several miles, the smoke of the

battle between the cavalry on the Rapidan.

On the 17th the troops marched with arms

at a trail, along fences, and through woods to

the Rapidan, where we halted in view of the Rebels

strongly posted on the south side.

On the 18th the division was marched out and

formed three sides of a hollow square, to witness the

execution of two men of the Fourteenth Regiment,

Connecticut, for desertion. They had but a few

hours' notice.of their death. The chaplain of the regi-

ment, Rev. Mr. Stephens, called on me to visit them

and assist him in preparing them for their melan-

choly end. One of them professed to have been

seeking the salvation of his soul for some weeks, and

indulged the hope that God had pardoned his sins,

and was anxious to be baptized. As he professed

faith in Christ, repentance of his sins, and was very

anxious for the outward sign qf the covenant, we

agreed that he was a fit subject for the ordinance.

His chaplain being a Baptist, and the circumstances

in which we were placed forbidding the administra-

tion of the ordinance in his mode, it devolved on me
12
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to baptize him. The ordinance was accordingly

administered at his grave, in the presence of the

whole division. Chaplain Stephens, Mr. Cunning-

ham, correspondent of the New York Herald, and I,

rode in an ambulance with the prisoners from

division headquarters to the field where they were

to be executed.

On the way the correspondent said to the prisoners,

who wept as they approached the troops, that it

would not be more painful to die there than in

battle. " No," one of the prisoners replied, " but to

die for one's country is honorable." He was a

young man of more than ordinary intelligence, and

it was sad indeed to lead a youth who might have

held an honorable place, and been a comfort to his

friends, to his execution.

Both acknowledged the justness of the military

sentence, now that it was about to be executed, and

deeply regretted that they had yielded to the feeling

of insubordination. Several chaplains agreed to

inquire whether soldiers who were executed for

desertion had ever themselves witnessed executions.

One knew of a man who deserted the day after wit-

nessing an execution of a deserter; but our atten-

tion had not been so long called to the inquiry as to
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elicit facts enough to throw any .light upon the

subject.

AVhen we came to the troops we left the ambu-

lance, and (the prisoners leaning on the arm of the

chaplains, preceded by their coffins, and the band

playing a dead march) walked before the division to

their graves. The religious services being over,

the sentence of the court was read. We shook

hands with the prisoners and stepped aside that the

sentence of death might be executed. The prisoners,

being blindfolded and having their hands tied behind

them, sat upon their coffins. The provost guard,

with all their muskets loaded except one, stood

before them. All eyes were turned to the scene.

The stillness of death prevailed. The captain of

the guard ordered them to " take aim," and then to

"fire." Only three or four of the muskets dis-

charged, the others snapped in the faces of the

prisoners. Neither seemed to be struck. A shud-

der and low murmur passed up the line of troops.

The guard themselves seemed startled and to hesi-

tate. The officer renewed the command to load,

take aim, and fire
;
again most of the pieces missed,

and the prisoners though wounded were not killed,

and not till one was shot three times and the other

seven times were they dead. During these repeated
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efforts to execute the sentence of the court the

bandage fell from the eyes of one of the men, and

he, springing forward, fell upon his knees, and,

trembling violently, turned most imploring eyes to

the guard as if praying to be spared ; but the sen-

tence of the court was executed. We returned to

our quarters sadder if not better men. Shortly

after this we were assembled again to witness another

execution. A soldier of the First Division was to

be shot for desertion. The troops were assembled

and formed as usual. The young man walked with

a firm and steady step to the grave, drew off his

coat, folded it, laid it upon his coffin, and then sat

down upon it as if he was to have his photograph

taken. In his execution there was but one volley

and one report. He fell over and died without a

struggle or a groan.

We remained on the Eapidan till the 6th of Octo-

ber, when, being relieved by the Fifth Corps, we

returned from the front through Oulpeper to Beal-

ton Station, on the north side of the Rappahannock,

where we encamped on the 11th. On the 12th we

recrossed the Rappahannock, formed three lines of

battle, and advanced slowly towards Culpeper. The

Rebels fell back before us and our cavalry pursued

them beyond Culpeper. At 12 o'clock at night we
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were ordered to be ready to march within half an

hour. In twenty minutes we were again marching

in column to the Rappahannock, which we crossed at

3 o'clock A. M., and reached Bealton at 5 o'clock.

As we approached the station we heard explosions

like the firing of skirmishers, and supposed that we

were to have a fight. We found, however, that our

quartermasters stores had been removed, and the

ordnance stores were being destroyed. We then

marched in the direction of Sulphur Springs, where

our cavalry had been driven the day before. General

Lee was attempting to get into our rear and cut us

off from Washington.

On the 13th we bivouacked in a woods near Au-

burn. On the 14th, as we were crossing Turkey

Creek at Auburn, we were attacked by General

Ewell's advance, who were moving in the direction of

Bristoe's Station. The engagement lasted about half

an hour, when the enemy were driven off and we

continued our march. The Second Corps formed the

rear guard of General Meade's army, and was com-

manded by General Warren. Our army marched by

two direct parallel roads whilst the Rebels had longer

and more difficult routes, and hence were unable to

interrupt our retreat. Yet two brigades of General

Hill's Corps reached Bristoe's Station in advance of

12*
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our division, and suddenly attacked us at that point

about 12 o'clock Iff. We were marching in column

on the south side of the Orange and Alexandria

Railroad. The Rebels were on the north side. At

this point there is a high bank along the road, and it

was important that we should reach it before the

enemy, as it would afford a good breastwork. Gen-

eral Warren, who had been at the head of the column,

rode back as far as to the First Delaware, and called

out to them,

" Men, make the railroad ! for God's sake—for

your country's sake, make the railroad V
The column faced about, and, at a double quick

step, ran for the railroad bank, and reached it

through a shower of bullets.

Chaplains, though officers, have no command, yet

I repeated General Warren's order lest the men

might not have heard it. Whether the enemy mis-

took me for a field officer or my spotted horse at-

tracted their attention, I cannot tell, but for some

reason or other the bullets buzzed too near me to be

agreeable, and as I had no command, and no arms to

fight with, I acted upon the motto that discretion i3

the better part of valor, and fell back to the rear

—

the hospital. Before we had prepared the barn to

receive the wounded a line of Rebel skirmishers ap-
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peared within rifle shot of us, and a cavalryman rode

up and warned us of our danger. We moved off

with the few wounded we had and saw no more of

the enemy except those who fell into our hands as

prisoners. The battle was short but brilliant. We
captured five guns and four hundred and fifty pris-

oners. The Federal loss was fifty-one killed, and

three hundred and fifty-nine wounded. We know

not how many the enemy lost in killed and wounded,

but we heard the groans of their wounded, after

night fall, when we moved off in the direction of

Bull Eun, which we forded about 3 o'clock on the

morning of the 15th. Captain W. F. Smith (after-

wards Major Smith) was, as usual, foremost in the

fight at Bristoe's Station, and helped to draw off one

of the Bebel guns. Volunteers being called for to

go out in front of the line to watch the movements

of the enemy when the column was withdrawing and

resuming the line of march, Lieutenant B. T. Draper,

with characteristic bravery, was one of the first to

offer his services. I should here state that though I

often heard others speak of Lieutenant Draper's gal-

lantry, I never heard him allude to any of his brave

acts. He seemed to think no more of discharging dan-

gerous duty than one involving no risk to himself. If

he had a fault as an officer on the battle-field, it was
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thoughtlessness of himself. His men often expressed

the fear that he would be killed, as he was after-

wards at Coal Harbor. But a good soldier chooses

to die at the front rather than at the rear.

Having crossed Bull Bun, we were under cover of

the fortifications at Centreville. The Bebels tried

our lines at various points, but being repulsed, began

themselves, on the 19th, to retreat, and we to follow

them, by way of Manassas Junction, Broad R,un,

and Greenwich to Warrenton. The Rebels fell back

to the south side of the Rappahannock, and our army

occupied nearly the same position that it had occu-

pied twice before. As they retreated, the enemy

tore up the railroad from Cub Run to Rappahan-

nock. In six weeks we had crossed the Rappahan-

nock four times, and had marched from Elktown

through Culpeper to the Rapidan; from the Rapidan

through Culpeper to Bealton ; from Bealton to

Culpeper ; from Culpeper through Bealton to Cen-

treville, and from Centreville to Warrenton.

On November 7th we broke camp at Warrenton,

and marched by way of Bealton to Kelly's Ford,

and on the 8th crossed the Rappahannock the fifth

time and encamped at Brandy Station, about eight

miles from Kelly's Ford. We had, in less than

eleven months, crossed and re-crossed the Rappa-
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hannock nine times. It can easily be imagined

what is the condition of the country over which two

large armies have so often marched.

There are no fences, and even the green woods

where we encamped for the winter disappeared

like grass before the locusts of Egypt. Dwelling

houses were torn down to build quarters and bunks.

Grain fields and grassy lawns were ploughed up by

the heavy army wagons.

When the army halts and breaks ranks at night

the men charge upon the fences, and in a few

minutes thousands of camp fires light up the hills

and valleys for miles in extent. Sometimes orders

were issued forbidding depredations and destruction

of property, at other times no restraint whatever

was imposed. The penalties were sometimes quite

disproportionate to the offence. At Brandy Station,

four soldiers robbed a bee-gum; for doing so each

lost four months' pay, amounting to two hundred

and eight dollars.

On November 10th we moved from Brandy

Station and encamped near Mountain Run. Be-

fore halting Colonel Smyth, commanding the bri-

gade, ordered that no fence should be disturbed

witfiout orders. The soldiers, some of whom had

already arms full of rails, began to complain
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about protecting the property of Rebels, who

were warring against the Union and endeavoring

to destroy the Government. As soon, however,

as the whole brigade had halted and stacked arms,

without breaking ranks, the colonel stepped out

and said, " Attention ! take—rails !" What a change

in tone and temper ! All now had an equal chance

for a rail and such a charge was made as carried

every vestige of a fence from the embankments.

Not a rail was left in its bed, and hundreds of

bright fires were soon burning in the field.

On the 26th we broke camp and marched to

the Rapidan, which we crossed at Ely's Ford,

about 1 o'clock P. M. The enemy retired before

us. We halted for the night near Flat Run, and

ike next morning marched through the Wilderness

to the Fredericksburg and Richmond turnpike,

which we followed to Robinsons Tavern, where

we found the enemy and drove them about two

miles. The day was cold and wet. Our Regiment

was all day on the skirmish line, lying in mud

and water behind any little knoll or stump that

would afford them protection from the bullets

of the enemy, and at the same time watching their

opportunity to shoot a Rebel. During the day

our skirmishers were shelled and four of our Regi-
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merit were wounded. One of them was Amos Cat-

tell, of Dover, who subsequently died of his wounds.

He was a good soldier and bore his pains like a

hero. Nothing has surprised me more than to

notice how patiently and quickly the most ghastly

wounds are endured on the field and at the hos-

pitals.

On the 29th our corps moved to the left about ten

miles, when they came up to the enemy at Mine

Run and drove them to their works. They formed

a line of battle and threw up breastworks. On the

30th, at 5 o'clock A. M., they moved out in front of

the works, and were ordered to be ready at 8 o'clock

to charge upon the enemy's fortifications. They had

strengthened their works during the night, and in

the morning stood upon them and beckoned to our

men in a defiant manner to come on to the assault.

The First Delaware were in the first line of assail-

ants. Almost certain death awaited them when the

bugle should sound for an advance. Every cheek

was blanched. Some, in anticipation of what was

to befall them, wrote their names and address in

their memorandum books that they might, after

death, be identified. Others retired to the woods,

and sought in prayer to surrender their hearts to

God that they might find acceptance with him if
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they should not survive the assault. The hours of

the day wore slowly away without the bugle call,

and at 6 o'clock P. M. they fell back behind their

breastworks. General Warren having examined the

fortifications reported that they were too strong to

be taken except at the loss of a large portion of his

corps. During the day the surgeons and their

attendants had been busy preparing hospitals. In

the evening when I met our men around their camp

fires they said to me, " Chaplain, there would have

been no First Delaware to-night if the orders of this

morning had not been countermanded. Our Regi-

ment would have been annihilated. We may thank

General Warren for our lives to-night." They

seemed to feel that they had been saved from inevi-

table destruction by the General countermanding the

order to charge, and they expressed their gratitude

to him, and their willingness in future to do any-

thing he would command, or to go wherever he

would direct. They felt that he had a regard for

their lives and would not unnecessarily expose them.

Soon after dark on the 1st of December, the corps

began to fall back to the Eapidan. The First Dela-

ware was on picket, and Colonel T. A. Smyth had

volunteered to take command of the line of pickets

and to withdraw them. Large camp fires were kept
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brightly burning till 10 o'clock, when the colonel

quietly withdrew his men. The Kegiment being

several hours behind did not overtake the corps till

midnight. On the 2d, after marching all night, we

again recrossed the Eapidan at the Gold Mines and

returned to our former camping ground at Mountain

Eun. On the 5th we moved to Stevensburg where

we remained till the 29th, when those who had re-

enlisted for three years as veterans, left under orders

to repair to Wilmington, and report to the Governor

of Delaware, William Cannon, Esq. Those of the

Eegiment who did not re-enlist were moved with the

rest of the brigade about four miles to Stoney Moun-

tain, near Morton's Ford.

When at Culpeper, in October, the offer was first

made to pay a bounty and give a furlough of at

least thirty days to those who would re-enlist for

three years. The veterans were to be discharged

and receive their bounty and back pay. They would

thus have nearly a year of their original three years

credited to them, and there was a general disposition

to re-enlist. Two months afterwards, when the pro-

position was again made, there was but few at first

who would consent to engage for another term of

three years' service.

We had marched in the meantime to Centreville,

13
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and thence back to Brandy Station, nearly to Cul-

peper, and thence to Mine Run, and back to Ste-

vensburg, which is within four miles of Culpeper.

They had fought at Auburn, Bristoe's Station, Rob-

inson's Town, and Mine Run. They had only nine

months more to serve, when, should they live, they

would be honorably discharged. There were- many

at their homes who had done no service in the army,

and it was urged that they should be brought out,

and themselves relieved. But the exigencies of the

service still required men, and they were experi-

enced. Every day, we urged, the enemy was grow-

ing weaker, and the hard fighting would probably

be over before the expiration of their term, and in

the meantime they would have thirty days at home

with their friends. This last consideration had more

weight in deciding them to re-enlist than any other,

and, accordingly, on the 18th of December, 1863,

three-fourths of the Regiment were discharged, and

on the following day were remustered for three

years. For many of them this was the third enlist-

ment, and we claim the honor of being the first

regiment in the Army of the Potomac wThich re-

enlisted as veterans.

The march from Falmouth, on the Rappahan-

nock, to Gettysburg, in Pennsylvania, was long and
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difficult. One day we marched over thirty miles.

The next morning the Commanding General com-

mended the troops for it, and said he would not

have required it, if it had not been necessary.

Many of the soldiers were well nigh exhausted.

For several hours before we halted for the night

they hoped the next would be the last, but found it

only to rest to go further. Wearied with marching

and halting they became impatient and profane.

When there was a temporary halt made, they called

out from the head to the rear of the column, " Don't

stop!" " Get fresh horses and go on!" " We are

not tired?"

On one occasion when resting they cursed all who

were supposed to be the cause of their hardships.

Brigadiers, Major-Generals, General-in-Chief, the

President, Jeff. Davis, the Abolitionists, the Seces-

sionists, &c, each came in for his share of maledic-

tions. A wag lying amongst them, and evidently

tired of their profanity, called out: "Why don't

you curse Christopher Columbus for discovering

America and be done with it." The hit was a good

one, and had more effect than would a long lecture

on the third commandment in restoring good humor

and arresting the profanity.

Profane swearing was probably the most common
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and flagrant sin of the army. Many were so ad-

dicted to the habit that they were unconscious of it

when they used such language ; and deluded them-

selves in supposing that, as they did it without

thought or design, it was not sinful. If this were

so, then, that which is sinful—taking the name of

God in vain—ceases to be so, when it becomes as

easy and common as to breathe. The Law reads,

" Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God

in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that

taketh his name in vain." Judgment may be slow, but

it is sure to follow the guilty. It is sometimes swift.

A soldier of Company Regiment, New York,

being behind the trenches in front of Petersburg one

day, impiously remarked to his comrades, as a

Rebel's bullet whizzed past his head, " I out-flanked

Christ that time." The same day, and near the

same spot, another bullet from a sharp-shooter's

musket struck him in the head and he fell—dead,

—

without a word or sign. This I had well authen-

ticated from an officer of the regiment to which the

soldier belonged. After the surrender of General

Lee, and the return of our army to the vicinity of

"Washington, a man of Regiment, State of

was on picket and being provoked about something

that was proposed to be done, said, " If God should
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call, or Jesus Christ should come down, he would not

answer." That same day, and not long afterwards,

he was standing under a tree which was struck by-

lightning and he was so severely injured that he was

carried to our hospital and in a few days died. I

had this account from his own lips on his death-

bed.

13*
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CHAPTER XII.

VMTJEMANS.

On the 1st of January, 1864, we arrived at Wil-

mington as veterans, and were met and cordially

welcomed by the mayor, the city council, and other

distinguished gentlemen of the State. The streets

through which we marched were filled with the

citizens and friends who came out to receive us. The

bells were rung, and every demonstration of grati-

tude and commendation was made that could be for

the services which the Regiment had rendered. It

was a day of gladness and sorrow. Many an one

looked in vain through our ranks for some who had

gone out with us in the fall of '61. Tears, unbidden,

flowed at the remembrance of the fallen ones. But

they died bravely in a noble cause, and in all the

years of their after life the bereaved can say, I gave

a son or a brother to my country. The sacrifice

should never be forgotten, for the gift can never be

repaid.

During our veteran furlough, that portion of the
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Kegiment which did not re-enlist were engaged on

the 6th of February, 1864, in the battle at Mortons

Ford, and lost, in killed, wounded, and missing, about

one-third of those who were in action. They were

reported as fighting most bravely.

On the 12th of February, 1864, we returned to

the front and joined the brigade at Stony Mountain,

Culpeper County. Our camping ground was as-

signed us in a woods filled with low bushes and un-

dergrowth, which it was necessary to clear off before

a tent could be pitched. Thousands of acres in

Virginia have thus been cleared, policed, and ditched

by our soldiers. As soon as the quarters for the

officers and men were completed, a detail of soldiers

was made to build a log chapel, the canvas covering

for which was furnished by the United States Chris-

tian Commission. With a saw, axe, and hammer

they soon built a church in the woods which would

have compared favorably with many a country church

we have seen in States north of the Potomac. The

canvas covering served the double purpose of a roof and

windows. The floor was covered with pine boughs,

neatly spread, and our seats were made of split logs

smoothly hewn. We had not lime and sand for

plastering, but the sticky clay of Virginia served as

a good substitute.
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Having been completed it was dedicated to the

worship of God, by the chaplain of the Regiment,

assisted by Rev. Mr. Grasse, chaplain of the One

Hundred and Eighth Regiment, New York. And

then, if ever, I preached, many nights in succession

the glorious gospel of the blessed God, and there

some heard, for the last time, the gracious invitation

of the Divine Saviour. I have good reasons to be-

lieve that the preaching was not in vain. Earnest

appeals were made in view of the approaching cam-

paign. Some of those who there enlisted as "soldiers

of the Cross," died in the battles of the Wilderness.

Of this number was Sergeant James M. Crossley, of

Company K. The night he joined our " Soldiers'

Christian Association," he said to me,

" Chaplain, I don't know whether I ought to do

this, lest I may not prove myself worthy. I know

it is right, but am I fit ?"

I told him he had voluntarily enlisted in his

country's service, and proved himself a good soldier;

that Jesus " the captain of our salvation " is not a

hard master, and if he would put his trust in him

and follow him, he would shield him from spiritual

foes, and lead him on to victory, and that being in

Christ he was safe whatever might befall him.
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Whilst be lived I had no reason to doubt his sin-

cerity, or question his Christian character.

His diary
;
which I have been permitted to consult

for dates, is very brief, but minute. He not only kept

the day of the month, but noted the hours of the day

and places where events transpired. He was killed

on the 12th of May near Spottsylvania Court House.

The record he makes in his diary, which was con-

tinued by a friend, on that day is a remarkable one.

It reads in his own hand-writing thus: "12th. Second

Corps charged on the works of the Rebels, and took

possession of them. Afterwards we moved to the

left of the line and built breastworks. While so

doing"—here the hand-writing changes, and his

friend finished the sentence thus, " Sergeant Crossley

was killed by a sharp-shooter.'
1

It appears that he

was writing at the time he was shot. How sudden

!

How sad and how solemn the manner of his death

!

Though in the front and near the enemy he wrote

like a soldier without a thought of danger. He had

passed untouched through all the battles from An-

tietam to that day, when, apparently, without a pang

he yielded up his life.

Another was a young German, who, being mor-

tally wounded in the Wilderness, was brought to the

hospital at Fredericksburg and there died. I have
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seldom witnessed a more child-like spirit than he

exhibited, or more simple piety. He called me to

him, and asked me to talk to him and pray for him.

Having done so, he laid his hand on his heart, and,

with tears and a smile as sweet as an infant's, said

u Oh ! that makes me feel so good/' Another, the

subject of that winter's revival, bade me tell his

companions how happy he was in dying.

All who enrolled their names as soldiers of Christ

did not prove themselves good soldiers in his service.

They seemed to desire to leave a good record behind

them if they should die, but living, wThen the dangers

of the battles were over, forgot their solemn vows.

Alas ! for such, if they return not to the standard

of the cross. They have deserted a holy cause, the

best of masters, and cannot escape.

One evening of the week our chapel was given up

to debates, and the reading of essays. In these

exercises any one could participate, and they proved

both interesting and profitable. I have found it far

better that innocent amusements should be allowed

and even furnished to those who will seek amuse-

ment of some kind, than that they should spend

their time in idleness, or indulge in sports of an evil

tendency. Recreation and amusement soldiers need,

and will have. Give them such as are harmless,
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and they may be lured from the pernicious games of

chance to which so many resort for a pastime, and

are thus beguiled into dangerous snares.

The One Hundred and Eighth Regiment, New York,

of which Rev. Mr. Grasse was chaplain, built a very

neat church whilst the First Delaware was at home

on their veteran furlough. One of the first uses to

which it was applied was to receive and shelter the

wounded in the battle at Morton's Ford ; but for it

our wounded would have suffered greatly, for there

was no other place large enough to receive all that

bled in that useless battle. Until our house was

completed it was used as a brigade church, and such

of all the regiments as chose to do so assembled

there for religious worship. Very many there found

peace in believing in Jesus. The Sabbath before it

was taken down, and the canvas covering turned

over to the Christian Commission, from whom it had

been received, I administered the sacrament of the

Lord's Supper in it to a most solemn and interesting

congregation; many of whom for the first time,

and some probably for the last time on earth, com-

memorated the Lord's death. Of the latter was one

of Colonel T. A. Smyth's aids—Captain Hawley

—

who was one of the most exemplary Christian officers

I met in the army. He was subsequently killed in

battle at Beam's Station, on the Weldon Railroad,
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below Petersburg, Va., on the 25th of August, 1864.

An incident occurred in connection with one of the

young men who was a subject of the revival, which I

will relate as illustrating, among other things, the

nature of true religion. It was common in the army

when a soldier had lost any part of his military

equipments to draw or flank, that is, to steal another

from some one. This soldier had lost his bayonet,

and his commanding officer having heard of it told

him to draw another. This the young man

declined to do, preferring to draw one through

the regular way, and have it charged to him.

A few days afterwards the officer met him, and

asked him if he had a bayonet yet. He told him

he had not. He said to him again "why don't

you draw one?" The soldier told him he did not

like to do that. The officer turned away, and after-

wards said that Corporal had become so

d d pious lately that he wouldn't steal a bayonet.

Perhaps he had never read the injunction of the

Apostle, "Let him that stole, steal no more." and

certainly knew little of the nature of religion.

Many a soldier, I have no doubt, became a " new

creature" in those canvas covered churches which

the Christian Commission provided for us, and they

who contributed to that noble association, in so doing,

helped the cause of Christ and their country.
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CHAPTER XIII.

THE GItJEAT CAMPAIGN.

Before the middle of April, we had clear indi-

cations that the summer's campaign was soon to

open. Every man was thoroughly equipped and

clothed. Inspections and reviews were of daily oc-

currence. Officers were directed to send off all

superfluous baggage. Sutlers and citizens were

notified to leave the army, and finally orders were

read to the various commands announcing!: that

they were about to move against the enemy and

exhorting them to duty.

On May 3d the whole army of the Potomac was

astir, About nine o'clock P. M. the Second Corps,

under Major-General Hancock, began to stretch

itself on the road leading through Stevensburg

and Richardsville, to Ely's Ford. The entire corps

were on the march before 3 o'clock A. M., and

crossed the Rapidan soon after daylight. The Fifth

Corps, under Major-General Warren, started about

the same time and crossed at Germania Ford, and
- 14



158 HISTORY OF THE

was followed by the Sixth Corps, under MajQr-

General Sedgwick.

The enemy did not dispute our right of way,

and the three corps crossed without opposition.

Our corps encamped at night on the old battle-

field at Chancellorville, and saw enough to remind

them that they had been there before. The Fifth

encamped at the old Wilderness Tavern, and the

Sixth at the tavern and at Germania Ford. General

Lee, as usual, seemed to know of our movement

almost as soon as it commenced, and unwilling

to be outflanked, or to endanger his railroad com-

munication with Richmond, began to move about the

same time.

On the 5th the two hostile armies met, and then

commenced that series of battles which will ever

be memorable in the history of nations. The face of

the country in that neighborhood is thickly covered

with an undergrowth of pine, cedar, and scrub

oak, and is therefore utterly unfit for the use

of artillery or cavalry. The fighting was chiefly

with muskets. For eight consecutive days the

armies fought face to face. Some portions of the

ground between the lines were fought over four

or five times. In one place a tree as large round

as a man's body was literally cut off by musket
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balls. Secretary Stanton says of the fighting on

the 6th, that " it was the most desperate known

in modern times."

In these engagements our (Third) brigade com-

manded by Colonel Carroll, took a conspicuous

part. That gallant officer was twice wounded

before he would leave the field. When leaving

it he sent a request that Colonel Smyth, who was

then commanding another brigade, should command

the Third. The rolls will show that our loss in

officers and men, killed and wounded, was severe.

At Fredericksburg, in the hospital, I saw General

Carroll, who, I believe, was promoted on the field

for gallant conduct. He was suffering terribly from

an ex-section of the arm, but was full of life and

enthusiasm, and praised the First Delaware, officers

and men, in the highest terms. Of Colonel Wood-

all and Major William F. Smith he spoke par-

ticularly, complimenting them in the most flattering

manner. Our brigade was a very large one when

the campaign opened. During the winter it had

been thoroughly drilled and in these terrific battles

in the Wilderness none did better service, and

no regiment in the brigade had a better reputation

among others for their fighting qualities than our

own First Delaware. I had good opportunities
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of hearing the opinion of officers and men of other

regiments, and they always spoke of them as good

fighters. They were often selected as skirmishers,

and were more than once relied on in emergencies.

On one occasion five color bearers were shot

in succession. As quickly as one was killed or

wounded, another sprang forward and raised the

flag. When General Hancock was proposing to

charge the Eebel works, on the 12th, the time he

" finished up Johnson," the Color-Sergeant David

Eiggs, of Company D, shook the flag staff, and

said, " I'll plant this on the breastworks or die

in the attempt." Brave fellow! He reached the

works, but did not live to accomplish his purpose.

On May 12th Lieutenant-General Grant, in a

despatch to the "War Department, said: "The

eighth day of the battle closes, leaving between

three and four thousand prisoners in our hands

for the day's work, including two general officers,

and over thirty pieces of artillery. The enemy

are obstinate, and seem to have found the last

ditch. We have lost no organization, not even

a company, while we have destroyed and captured

one division (Johnson's,) one brigade, (Dobb's,)

and one regiment entire of the enemy."

General Meade on the 15th issued a congratula-
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tory address to his soldiers, in which he said:

u The moment has arrived when your commanding

officer feels authorized to address you in terms

of congratulation. For eight days and nights,

without almost any intermission, through rain and

sunshine you have been fighting a desperate foe

in positions naturally strong, and rendered doubly

so by entrenchments. You have compelled him

to abandon his positions on the Eapidan, to retire

and to attempt to stop your progress, and now

he has abandoned the last entrenched position,

so tenaciously held, suffering in all a loss of eigh-

teen guns, twenty-two colors, eight thousand pris-

oners, including two general officers. Your heroic

deeds, noble endurance of fatigue and privation,

will ever be memorable. Let us return our thanks

to God for the mercy thus shown us, and ask

earnestly for its continuance. Soldiers ! your work

is not over; the enemy must be pursued and if

possible overcome/' etc.

On the 14th General Lee issued an order to his

soldiers in which he announced " with great plea-

sure " the series of successes that, by the favor of

God, had been achieved by their arms. Of the army

of Northern Virginia he thus speaks :

—

u The heroic valor of this army, with the blessing

14*
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of Almighty God, has thus far checked the principal

army of the enemy, and inflicted upon it heavy losses.

The eyes and hearts of your countrymen are turned

to you in confidence, and their prayers attend you in

your gallant struggle. Encouraged by the success

that has been vouchsafed to us, and stimulated by

the great interests that depend upon the issue, let

every man resolve to endorse all, and brave all, until

by the assistance of a just and merciful God, the

enemy shall be driven back, and peace secured to our

country. Continue to emulate the valor of your

comrades who have fallen, and remember that it de-

pends upon you whether they shall have died in vain.

It is in your power to defeat the last grand effort of

the enemy, establish the independence of your native

land, and earn the lasting love and gratitude of your

countrymen, and the admiration of mankind.

"

Our losses in the battles of the first eight

days, not including those of the Ninth Corps, were

in the

Second Corps,

Fifth Corps,

Sixth Corps,

Killed.

1100
1200
1000

Wounded.
7000
7500
6000

Missing.

1400
1800
1200

Total.

9500
10,000
8000

3300 20,500 3900 27,700

If the losses in the Ninth Corps were in the same
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proportion, the entire loss was probably thirty-five

thousand men.

The Second Corps, under Gen. Hancock, achieved,

on the 12th, the first decided success of the cam-

paign. The Confederates were strongly entrenched

at that time near Spottsylvania Court House. The

Second Corps was selected to make an assault upon

them.

The Annual Cyclopedia thus describes the charge.

14 At the dawn of day, veiled by the twilight and by

a dense fog, the corps moved up to the enemy's

lines. General Barlow s First Division, and General

Birney's Third Division formed the first line ; Gene-

ral Gibbons Second Division, and General Mott's

Fourth Division formed the second line. The ad-

vance of General Barlow marched in column of bat-

talions, doubled on the centre. As the corps moved

over the rugged and woody space intervening, the

excitement increased, till it burst out in a rush at

the hostile entrenchments. Then the corps leaped

with loud cheers, and dashed among the astonished

enemy, compelling them to surrender in mass. An
entire division was surrounded, and officers and men

captured. Three thousand prisoners and two gene-

rals,—Major-General Edward Johnson, and Briga-

dier-General G. H. Stewart—were taken. So com-
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plete was the surprise that the hostile officers were

taken at their breakfast, and within an hour after

the start of the corps General Hancock reported as

follows

:

" 1

1 have captured from thirty to forty guns. I

have finished up Johnson, and am now going into

Early.'
"

The second line of rifle-pits were immediately

stormed, and, after a stubborn resistance, wrested

from the enemy. The further advance of General

Hancock was successfully checked. Most of the

captured guns were covered by the guns of the

sharpshooters, and neither party was able to bring

them off. General Meade next attempted to turn the

enemy's right, and a battle of fourteen hours ensued.

At nightfall the dead and wounded lay thickly

strewn along the ground, and heaped up where the

battle was hottest.

On the 13th the enemy appeared to have fallen

back a little, yet held the Court House tenaciously

on the 14th. At this time General Meade's line

stretched nearly at right angles across the Freder-

icksburg and Spottsylvania road.

On the 16th the enemy were threatening our

hospital, and the troops were sent to drive them

back and remove the wounded. There was but
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little fighting comparatively on the 16 th, 17th, and

18th.

On the night of the 20th the troops were moving

all night to new positions, and on the next morning

the whole army was moving to the left. The Second

Corps moved from its position on the Nye, near

Spottsylvania Court House on the 20th, and halted

at Milford Station at 3 o'clock P. M. the next day,

having marched twenty-four miles.

On the 23d General Hancock crossed the Metta-

pony at Milford bridge, and halted his corps about

a mile from the river, and formed a line of battle in

a commanding position on the crest of a range of

hills.

On the 24th our corpfe crossed the North Anna,

and on the 28th recrossed and marched to Hanover-

town on the Pamunkey, fifteen miles from Richmond,

and sixteen miles from the White House on the

same river. Thirteen miles east of the White House

is West Point, where the Pattapony and Pamunkey

join and form the York River. The White House

became at this time our base of supplies.

On the 30th (May) General Warren was attacked

on the Mechanicsville road by General Ewell's

troops, and his flank seriously threatened. General

Meade being informed of his situation ordered an
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attack upon the whole line. General Hancock alone

received the order in time to attack before dark, and

immediately advanced upon the enemy's skirmish

line, captured their rifle-pits, and held them all

night. An effort was made to dislodge General

Hancock at midnight, but without success.

On the 31st there was desultory firing along the

whole line through the day. General Grant intend-

ing a movement still further to the left, General

Torbert, in obedience to orders from Sheridan, with

his cavalry opened the way for his troops to Coal

Harbor. A fight ensued, but General Torbert held

the ground. On the next day the enemy, with re-

inforcements, attempted to get possession of Coal

Harbor, but Sheridan's cavalry held the position

though he could not advance. The Sixth Corps came

up soon after the cavalry fight, and formed a line

which was held till the arrival of other corps. Both

armies concentrated around Coal Harbor, and their

lines were in some places not more than fifty yards

apart. Both armies were entrenched, and no man

of either army dared to show his head above the

breastworks. Many officers and men were wounded

in the rear of the works. These could be approached

only along covered ways. The firing over the breast-

works was continuous.
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CHAPTER XIV.

COAL IfABBOH.

Coal Harbor is on the north side of the Chicka-

hominy. The Federal lines extended from the Tolo-

patomy Creek across the road from Coal Harbor to

the Chickahominy. General Grant designed to push

the enemy across that stream, and secure a place to

cross his troops. The Second Corps was therefore

advanced from the extreme right to the extreme left,

and reached their position on the 2d of June.

On the 3d a terrific battle ensued, and our killed

and wounded were numbered by thousands. On

this day Colonel T. A. Smyth (afterwards General

Smyth) lost one of his most gallant aids, Lieutenant

B. Y. Draper; an officer who seemed to know no fear,

and performed his duty in the most exposed positions

and hottest fights apparently without thought of dan-

ger to himself. We were not surprised to hear of his

death, though all regretted it, and Colonel Smyth wept

when his lifeless form was brought to his headquarters.

On the 4th of June General Grant sent a despatch
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to the War Department, in which he said :
—" About

7 P. M., yesterday, Friday, 3d of June, the enemy

suddenly attacked Smyth's Brigade of Gibbon's Di-

vision. The battle lasted with great fury for half

an hour. The attack was unwaveringly repulsed.

Smyth's losses were inconsiderable."

Qn the 5th the enemy made another dash on

Colonel Smyth's Brigade. They met with a sharp

resistance, and were soon repulsed with a dispropor-

tionably large loss. For twelve days our army re-

mained at or around Coal Harbor. Most of this

time the First Delaware lay in the entrenchments

within a few rods of the enemy's works. They dug

holes in the ground, and threw the earth up towards

the Kebels for a protection. In these they cooked

their coffee and slept. During the whole time there

was not a day of quiet—nor even one hour, day or

night—without the sharp crack of the musket.

Mortar shells and hand-grenades were freely used

along some parts of the line, and everywhere, from

right to left, the missiles of death were falling.

Stretcher-carriers and ambulances were kept busy

bringing in the wounded to the hospitals. Surgeons,

nurses, and attendants had constant employment.

The nearness of the lines of the two armies made

the battle-fields of the 3d disputed ground, and the
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dead remained unburied, and the wounded were un-

relieved. An armistice of two hours was agreed

upon by Generals Grant and Lee, during which the

dead and wounded were carefully removed.

Whilst the battles were in progress in the "Wilder-

ness and at Spottsylvania, the wounded were sent to

Fredericksburg, and that city was more densely

populated for twelve days or a fortnight with the

wounded than it had been before the war with its

peaceful inhabitants. The churches, warehouses,

stores, and many private residences were converted

into temporary hospitals. Here, as at Gettysburg,

the Sanitary and Christian Commissions found de-

mands for their ample stores. We have often asked

what would the wounded have suffered without these,

and the other voluntary and independent organiza-

tions? No one can compute the amount of -suffering

which they prevented. I believe it is not overstating

or exaggerating the truth to say that they did more

to relieve the wounded and dying than the Govern-

ment did, or could have done without greatly weak-

ening the army; for after every great battle the

voluntary laborers were numerous and efficient.

Delaware, but more especially Wilmington, was well

represented by the corps of volunteer nurses who

came to labor for the sufferers.

15
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On the field each division had its own hospital,

with surgeons, nurses, cooks, guards, and other at-

tendants, with ambulances, wagons, &c. These were

moved when the division moved, and, in time of

battle, established in the rear, as near the field of

action as was supposed to be safe. It often happened

that we were too near to the front and hence were

obliged to remove further off, and sometimes with

the greatest practicable expedition. Each man hav-

ing a specific duty to perform, when an order came

to remove, the wounded were put into the ambu-

lances, tents struck, the wagons loaded and in motion

in a very short time. When there was a general

movement of the army each
t
corps, division, and

brigade was assigned, by orders, its place in the

moving column. They who have never seen an army

in motion can scarcely form a correct idea of the

magnitude of the work of transferring from one

point to another a hundred thousand men, with ar-

tillery, cavalry, ambulances, and wagons. Stretched

upon one road, the Army of the Potomac, with all

its trains, would have extended nearly the whole

length of the State of Delaware, and been several

days in passing a given point. Usually, when the

whole army was removing from one point to another,

it moved by parallel columns and by several routes.
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Cavalry led the advance and protected the rear,

whilst a line of infantry marched a few rods from

the columns as flankers.

Sunday, June 12th, was a bright and beautiful

day. After holding religious services with the

wounded in all the hospital tents, I rode to the front

to preach to the Regiment, which had been relieved

from the entrenchments where they had been for

more than a week, near to the enemy. On the way

I fell in with a surgeon of the Regiment, New
York. We were personally strangers, though we had

often met among the wounded. He expressed the

wish that he was at home to attend church with his

family, and said that he seldom attended service in

the army, and assigned as a reason that the chaplains

were not what they ought to be. I told him that I

had often heard general complaints of that kind, and

had taken a good deal of pains to observe and in-

quire into their character; and, with two or three

exceptions, had found them unexceptionable in cha-

racter, and faithful in the performance of their duty,

that general charges were more easily made than

substantiated by reference to individuals to specific

instances of dereliction, and that, so far as my obser-

vation went, chaplains in the army, as a class, since

the law requiring them to be regularly ordained
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ministers of some denomination had been enforced,

were as worthy and faithful as ministers in civil life,

or as military officers. I asked him if he had not

heard the same kind of complaint against surgeons,

colonels, and other officers, and whether it was just

to condemn a class because individuals were not

what they might and ought to be. He had the

candor and justice to acknowledge that his prejudices

had been hastily formed and not well founded. We
afterwards became the best of friends. He often re-

ferred to our first interview, with great good humor,

as the time when he was handsomely "flanked" I

must always remember Surgeon Plumb as a genial

friend and among the most efficient and faithful

medical officers whose acquaintance I formed in the

army.

Upon my return to the hospital, I found every

one busy preparing to move. The wounded and

sick were sent off to the White House. At

night the First Delaware, though they had not

been relieved twenty-four hours, were sent back

to the entrenchments to hold that part of the

line whilst the army withdrew from Coal Harbor to

march to the James River.

We marched rapidly in double column. During

the night, a portion of the troops became separated
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from the rest and got on the wrong road. This

caused a delay, and left us considerably in the

rear. At length we struck the trail of the col-

umn guided by the blazed trees in the woods.

In the early dawn a panic occurred, which was

as laughable, when it was over, as it was without

reason. We had been speaking of an attack on

our flank by the cavalry of the enemy as not

improbable, and once when there was a brief halt

of the head of the column in the road, the troops

crowded up, as was common when the halt was

unexpected. I was riding a young horse, which

invariably stepped back when there was a halt

in the regiment in advance. This time he stepped

upon the foot of a soldier, who jumped back with

a shout. The effect was electrical. One fell back

upon another, and the column flew apart to the

right and left, to the sides of the road, as if it

was about to be swept by a squad of Kebel cavalry,

or cannon balls. Horses were frightened as well

as the men, and dashed over the fields with their

riders in wild confusion. An Irishman, who fell

as he tried to escape over the fence, cried out, "Och!

I'm struck, I'm struck." One cool fellow cocked

his piece, and called out, " Stand in your place

and get ready to receive them."

15*
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On the night of the 13th we encamped at

Charles City Court House, and the next night

crossed the James at Wilcox's Landing. We
bivouacked during the night of the 15th within

the Rebel entrenchments, which the colored troops

had wrested from them. In the morning we saw

Confederate and colored soldiers lying near together,

on the plains death hath made for all. Whatever

distinctions there may be now, the time is coming

when we shall lie on the same level. The preju-

dices against negro soldiers began to give way

before Petersburg. Once soldiers were unwilling

to have them associated with them in the same

army, but after the experience in the battles on

the north of the James, in charging upon fortified

positions, they were very willing—yea, glad to have

the colored troops come up before the entrench-

ments around Petersburg and lead in the charges.

If they would only do this—they might have all

the honor and glory that might accrue. The

veteran troops had lost their enthusiasm in charg-

ing, and officers were heard to say, "Our men

do not charge as they once did/' Raw recruits

and the colored troops who had less experience were

said to charge better than others, though for a

regular battle the veterans were more reliable.



FIRST DELAWARE REGIMENT. 175

The next morning after arriving before Petersburg,

a little Confederate boy was found lying dead with

his gun beside him. He had a clean white handker-

chief in his pocket, which had not been unfolded,

and looked as if it was the last thing his mother

gave him—except, we may suppose, a kiss, as he

hurried from his home to go to the entrenchments.

He returned to her no more, and she must now feel

that he died, as thousands of others, "in vain/'

Who required this sacrifice at her hands? During

one of the early skirmishes before the city, a col-

ored soldier getting the advantage of a Confederate

called upon him to surrender and go to the rear.

The Confederate replied, that "he would never

surrender to a negro." " 111 not persuade you/' said

the negro. " Go to the rear, or—stay—there." So

saying he pulled the trigger and the Confederate

fell where he had stood.

The fighting continued from day to day through

all the summer months, and our hospitals were kept

filled, though the wounded were sent off to the

General Hospital at City Point as soon as they were

in a condition to move after being properly cared for.

Among the wounded in the early battles before

Petersburg was young Groves of Company I, First

Delaware. He was a stretcher carrier, and was
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struck whilst assisting to carry off the field a

wounded officer. I saw him soon after he was

brought in. His wound was mortal, and it became

my painful duty so to inform him. At first he was

a little startled, but soon recovered his composure

and spoke calmly and hopefully of his future pros-

pects. He had not put off the concerns of his soul

till the last, as many others had done. I had but

just come from another dying man who in calmness

and hope was waiting for his time to come to depart

this life, and enter upon another state in which there

is neither sickness, pain, nor death. Groves told me

that his trust was in the same God, and the same

hope sustained him. In a little while afterwards ho

died as calmly as if going to sleep. The officer

whom he was removing from the battle field at the

time he was wounded had been brought in, and was

lying in a house near by. I found him restless,

and apparently suffering very much. I asked him

of his wound, and how he felt. "Oh," said he,

"Fni going to die, of course." I said to him I hoped

he would not. "Yes," he said, "I shall die." I

then said to him that I supposed he had made pre-

paration for so solemn an event. He replied, " don't

talk to me about that. Go away. This is no time

to prepare for death." His manner was so violent
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and earnest, that after trying to make him more

comfortable by arranging his blankets I left him

—breathing a silent prayer for his poor soul.

The chaplain of his regiment afterwards went to

see him; but he ordered him off, and told him if he

was a gentleman he would not talk to him about

religion and death. The chaplain replied that it

was his duty to try and save his soul. But he would

not hear him, and said that he knew as much about

religion as he did; that he knew that hell would

be his portion. What became of him I cannot say.

He had been a professor of religion and an active

church member, and, according to his own account

of himself, had lived three years without sin. But

he deceived himself, and the truth was not in him.

u Let him that thinketh he stands take heed lest ho

falls."
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CHAPTER XV.

DEEP BOTTOM.

On the 27th of July two divisions of our Corps

(Second) with other troops .and cavalry, after march-

ing all night, crossed the James Elver at Deep

Bottom, with the view, apparently, of marching upon

Richmond from the north side. Our success at first

was decided but the enemy were heavily reinforced,

and our further advance prevented; the enemy

having sent troops from Petersburg. Thus frus-

trated, about four hundred empty wagons were

driven over to the north side of the river in view

of the enemy, as if a heavy force was about to

advance upon Malvern Hill. The design was to

draw the enemy from Petersburg, thus weakening

his lines, that a successful assault might be made in

front of the city, in connection with the explosion of

a heavy mine in front of the Ninth Corps. To

meet this supposed advance General Lee sent a

large number of soldiers in cars from Richmond.

Our forces were then withdrawn after dark on the
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night of the 29th, and, having marched all night,

arrived near the mine about daylight on the 30th.

Our corps was held in reserve to support the assail-

ants. About 5 o'clock A. M. we heard a heavy,

smothered sound. The earth trembled, and then there

arose huge clouds of earth and smoke, in which were

mingled the whole contents of the fort—guns, cais-

sons, timbers, and soldiers who manned them—and

all were buried together in the great crater.

An acting adjutant-general of the Confederate

army, who was wounded at the time of the final

assault upon their lines, told me that there were

over six hundred soldiers, most of whom were South

Carolinians, buried alive on that day. The whole

line was panic stricken, and it required the greatest

effort of the E,ebel officers to keep the soldiers from

flying in wild confusion, as they expected other forts

along the line to be blown up. Yet on our part it

was a failure and great disaster. After dark we re-

turned to our former camp at the left, near the

Southall House.

The military history of the Third Brigade, in-

cluding that of the First Delaware, from the 17th

of May to this time (July 30th), will be found in

the official report of Colonel T. A. Smyth (afterwards
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General Smyth) to the Commanding General of the

Army of the Potomac which is as follows

:

Headquarters Third Brigade, Second Division, ")

Second Corps. In the field, August 29th, 1864. /

Captain A. H. Embler, A. A. A. G.

:

Captain :—I have the honor to submit the following report

of the operations of the Third Brigade, Second Division, Second

Corps, from May 17th, 1864, the date upon which I assumed

command, to July 30th, 1864, divided into four epochs, pursuant

to Special Order No. 209, Headquarters of the Army of the Po-

tomac.

I. I assumed command of this brigade by order of Brigadier-

General Gibbons, May 17th, 1864, the army then being in the

vicinity of Spottsylvania Court House, about 8*30 P. M. I was

ordered to mass the brigade in front of the Landrum House,

and near the vacated line of the enemy's entrenchments before

daylight, which was accomplished, the brigade being in column

of battalions between the Landrum House and the road. Sub-

sequently it was deployed into line by battalions in mass, and

I was ordered by Brigadier-General Gibbons to move forward

in support of the Corcoran Legion.

At daylight the Legion moved forward, and I followed at a

short supporting distance. The first line was repulsed, and my

brigade, taking a position in a ravine, covered their retreat. I

at once deployed a line of skirmishers and held this position

until 12 35 P. M., when, in obedience to orders from General

Gibbons, I withdrew to the second line of entrenchments where

my command formed line of battle and rested. At 10 P. M.,

the brigade moved to Anderson's mills where it took position.
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On the morning of May 19th the command went into camp,

the First Delaware Volunteers being detailed for picket. At 6

P. M. an order was received for the brigade to march at once.

The brigade moved quickly to the Fredericksburg road. The

order was soon countermanded and the command returned to

camp at Anderson's mills.

II. May 20th I received an order to move with my command

at 11 P. M. I moved at 11-20 P. M., taking the road toward

Mattapony Church, continuing the marching May 21st, passing

Grimes's Station, passing through Milford and Bowling Green
?

&c, crossing the Ny Kiver, where the command went into

position, and threw up entrenchments, the Eighth Ohio Volun-

teers being detailed for picket.

May 22d I received orders from General Gibbons to take my

brigade and make a reconnoisance to develop the strength and

position of the enemy. The regiments composing the force

were the Fourteenth Connecticut, Seventh Virginia, Fourteenth

Indiana, Tenth New York, Twelfth New Jersey, Fourth Ohio

Volunteers. The First Delaware and Tenth New York Volun-

teers were employed in erecting earthworks. I deployed the

Fourteenth Indiana and Fourth Ohio Volunteers as skirmishers.

One Lieutenant and twenty men of the Tenth New York Vol-

unteers were placed on the right and rear of the skirmish line

to protect that flank, and two companies of the Fourteenth

Connecticut Volunteers were similarly placed to protect the left

flank.

Colonel T. G. Ellis, Fourteenth Connecticut Volunteers, and

Lieutenant-Colonel Carpenter, Fourth Ohio Volunteers, were

assigned respectively to the command of the left and right wings

of the skirmish line.

16
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Two companies of the Fourteenth Connecticut Volunteers

were sent to reconnoitre the Hanover Junction road.

The Twelfth New Jersey and Tenth New York Volunteers

were placed in support of artillery near the Cross Koads, and

the Seventh Virginia stationed near the Cross Eoads. The

skirmish line was then pushed forward about two miles, finding

nothing but cavalry or mounted infantry to oppose them.

About 3 P. M. I received orders from General Gibbons to

halt, and I was subsequently ordered to assemble my command

and return to camp. On May 23d, the command marched at

7 A. M. to the North Anna Kiver where the enemy were dis-

covered to be posted in force. At noon my brigade was massed

"behind a ridge of hills. At 4 P. M. the Fourth Ohio Volun-

teers was deployed as skirmishers, and moved to the river bank,

where it became engaged at once with the enemy on the oppo-

site shore. It was relieved at dark by the Seventh Virginia

Volunteers. At 7 P. M. I was ordered by General Gibbons to

make a demonstration against the railroad bridge across the

river. I moved the Eighth Ohio and Fourteenth Indiana Vol-

unteers to the bridge, where they opened fire on the enemy's

skirmishers during the night. My brigade entrenched itself.

Shortly after midnight the enemy succeeded in burning the

bridge. At 7 A. M., May 24th, I received an order from Gen-

eral Gibbons to construct a rough bridge and cross a regiment

as skirmishers. About 10'15 A. M. the bridge was completed,

and the Eighth Ohio Volunteers moved to the opposite side, de-

ployed and advanced to the enemy's earthworks, which they

occupied—the enemy having fallen back.

The remainder of the brigade was then crossed and took po-

sition in line of battle. At 3 P. M. I was ordered to advance
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and ascertain the position of the enemy. The First Delaware

and One Hundred and Eighth New York Volunteers were de-

ployed as skirmishers, and advanced about a half mile, the left

swinging forward. At this point the enemy offered a strong

resistance, and I deployed the Fourteenth Connecticut Volun-

teers to strengthen the line.

I then moved forward again, but as the enemy were posted in

rifle-pits in the edge of a wood, while my skirmishers were

obliged to pass on an elevated ploughed field, the line was again

brought to a halt. I then addressed the Twelfth New Jersey

Volunteers to charge the enemy's rifle-pits, which was done in

fine style, the enemy being driven about five hundred yards.

The enemy having been reinforced I brought up the Seventh

Virginia and Tenth New York Volunteers to strengthen the left

centre of my line. The pressure still continuing strongest at

this point, and the Nineteenth Maine Volunteers having re-

ported to me I ordered it also to that part of the line.

Learning that the enemy were moving troops towards my
right, I directed the Eighth Ohio, Fourth Ohio, and Fourteenth

Indiana Volunteers to take position to cover the right flank of

my line of battle. At 5*30 P. M. the enemy made a determined

attack on my centre.

The Sixty-ninth and One Hundred and Seventieth New York

Volunteers, which had reported to me, were brought in to

strengthen this part of the line, and the Fourth Ohio, Eighth

Ohio, and Fourteenth Indiana Volunteers were moved from the

right to the centre. This attack of the enemy was handsomely

repulsed. The Fifteenth and Nineteenth Massachusetts Volun-

teers having reported to me, I directed them to form on the

right, relieving the Twelfth New Jersey, First Delaware, One
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Hundred and Eighth New York, and Seventh Virginia Volun-

teers, which regiments were formed in the rear and re-supplied

with ammunition. The Sixty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers

reporting to me at this time, was formed on the left of my line

of battle.

Just at dark a vigorous attack was made by the enemy on

my left which threw the Sixty-ninth and One Hundred and

Seventieth New York Volunteers into considerable disorder,

which resulted in their falling back. I succeeded in rallying

them, however, and formed that part of the line at right angles

with the main line. During the night my command threw up

entrenchments. On the morning of the 25th the first line was

pushed forward with but little opposition, and on the right

breastworks were erected in advance of the previous position,

The first line now consisted, from right to left, of the Seventh

Virginia, One Hundred and Eighth New York, First Delaware,

Eighth Ohio, Twelfth New Jersey, Fourteenth Connecticut*

Sixty-ninth Pennsylvania, and One Hundred and Seventh New
York Volunteers. The Fourth Ohio, Fourteenth Indiana, and

Tenth New York Volunteers were in the second line. At dark

the Fourth Ohio and Fourteenth Indiana Volunteers were

moved by me to Doswell House to cover the left flank of my
position. At 5 P. M., May 26th, I received orders from General

Gibbons to advance my skirmish line by swinging forward the

left, and to dislodge a force of the enemy who held a salient

near the left of my line. At dark I pushed forward the

Sixty-ninth Pennsylvania, One Hundred and Seventieth New

York, and two companies of the Fourteenth Connecticut Vol-

unteers, who charged the enemy and drove him from his posi-

tion. Soon after I received an order from General Gibbons to be
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prepared to recross the North Anna. At 8 P. M. the brigade

moved across the river and bivouacked until morning.

III. On May 27th the command marched to within a mile

of Haunquartus Creek, where it bivouacked for the night. At

noon, May 28th, we crossed the Pamunky Kiver. At 1 P. M.

I received an order to fall on the cavalry, which was subsequently

countermanded, and my brigade filed into the field on the left of.

the road and took position in two lines of battle. On May 29th

I was directed to swing forward the left of my command, now

about a half mile to the front, from line of battle and retrench.

Subsequently I was ordered to hold the command in readiness

to march at short notice. At 5 30 A. M., May 30th, the com-

mand marched, acting as a reserve. At 925 A. M. I was or-

dered to move further to the front. My brigade was then

formed in line of battle near the Jones' House. The Seventh

Virginia Volunteers was directed to drive the enemy's sharp-

shooters from a house about five hundred yards in front of my
left flank, which they quickly accomplished. On May 31st I

received orders to be in readiness to support the First Brigade.

At 1 P. M. the command was marched across Tolopotomy

Creek and massed in rear of the First Brigade. At 2 P. M.

the One Hundred and Eighth New York and Seventh Virginia

Volunteers were sent to the support of the right.

At dark the Fourteenth Connecticut, Eighth Ohio, and

Twelfth New Jersey Volunteers, were formed in an interval

between the First and Second Brigade. Soon after dark

the Eighth Ohio Volunteers was relieved and returned to

its original position. At 12 25 P. M., June 1st, I was ordered

by General Gibbons to be in readiness to march at once. This

order was subsequently countermanded, and the brigade threw

up entrenchments.
16*
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At dark I was directed to occupy the earthworks, and

relieve the First Brigade. At 9 P. M., the brigade marched

taking the road to Coal Harbor, which place it reached June

2nd. At 2*20 P. M., June 2, my brigade was deployed in line of

battle, and by order of General Gibbons advanced to a vacated

line of rifle-pits, where it took position under a severe fire from

the enemy's skirmishers, who were concealed in rifle-pits within

short range of my right. At 5 P. M. I was ordered to attach

the enemy's position, but the attack was subsequently deferred.

The One-hundred and Eighty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers

reported to me and was placed on the extreme right of my line.

During the night sharp skirmishing occured on my right.

At 4'30 A. M., June 3d, I was ordered to attack

the enemy I formed my brigade in line of battle and

at 4'30 A. M. advanced and charged the enemy's works.

When the command arrived at from sixty to one hundred

yards from the enemy's works, the ranks had become so thinned

and the fire from the enemy's artillery and musketn^ was so

destructive that the men were compelled to halt and seek such

shelter as presented itself. In this position the command soon

erected a rude breastwork. At 9 A. M. Berdan's Sharpshooters

and a battalion of the First Massachusetts Heavy Artillery

reported to me. I deployed part of the sharpshooters in front

as skirmishers, and held the battalion of First Massachusetts

Heavy Artillery in reserve. At 4 P. M. the One Hundred

and Sixty-fourth New York Volunteers and the remaining

battalion of First Massachusetts Heavy Artillery reported

to me, which regiments I formed on the opposite side of

the ravine on my extreme right. My line strengthened their

works, and was arranged from right to left as follows : First

Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, One Hundred and Sixty-
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Fourth New York, Fourteenth Connecticut, Eighth Ohio,

Fourth Ohio, Seventh Virginia, Twelfth New Jersey, Tenth

New York, First Delaware and Fourteenth Indiana Volunteers.

About 8 P. M. the enemy opened upon us a terrible artillery

fire which lasted about thirty minutes. After which he charged

along my whole line. He was repulsed with considerable loss.

During the night one half the command were kept awake and

under arms. In this action Lieutenant Benjamin Y. Draper,

A. A. D. C. on my staff—a brave and gallant young officer

—

was killed. At 1030 A. M., June 4th, the enemy opened on us

a heavy artillery fire which continued until 1135, doing but

little injury. Sharp skirmishing was kept up all day. At

840 P. M. the brisk skirmish changed to a very heavy mus-

ketry fire on both sides, followed by a short artillery duel,

which did no damage to my brigade except the wounding of

one of my staff orderlies, private James Kay, Tenth New

York Volunteers. Severe skirmishing continued all day.

June 5th in the afternoon my standard bearer, Private

Elliott, Tenth New York Volunteers, was mortally wounded

whilst carrying an order.

At 8 30 P. M. the enemy commenced a vigorous attack with

artillery and musketry, which lasted twenty-four minutes

without doing injury. Heavy skirmishing continued during

June 6th and until 4 P. M., June 7th, when a cessation of

hostilities was ordered to give opportunity to bury the dead.

During the 8th and 9th of June there was very little

skirmishing and on the 10th my command was relieved from

duty in the entrenchments. There was skirmishing all day

June 11th. At dark, June 12th, the command marched to the

left.

IV. The brigade marched all day, June 13th, and encamped
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near Wilcox's Landing on James River. About dark, June

14th, we crossed James River on transports and encamped at

Windmill Point. At 10 30 A. M., June 15th, the brigade

moved towards Petersburg, and about 10 P. M. relieved the

troops of the Eighteenth Army Corps : skirmishing during the

19th.

On June 17th I was ordered to report with my command to

General Barlow. On June ISth I took position at daylight and

at 4 A. M. advanced upon the enemy's position and discovered

that he had fallen back about half-a-mile. During the day the

brigade charged twice. After skirmishing during the 19th and

20th, the command was relieved and marched to the left about

three miles and encamped. At 8 A. M., June 21st, the brigade

marched and took position on the left of Jerusalem Plank-road

where the enemy was found entrenched. In this position we

threw up breastworks.

At 3 P. M., June 22d, the enemy attacked the troops on our

left, turned the flank of the first line and captured a battery

and many prisoners. On the 23d the enemy vacated the line

of works they had captured. On June 24th my command

moved to the rear and relieved some of the Fifth Corps. We
remained in this position until June 27th, when the brigade

was deployed to picket the rear of the army; remaining on

picket until June 29th, when I was ordered to move to the

entrenchments of the Sixth Corps.

On July 2d the command moved to the right and on the

11th commenced tearing down the breastworks in front of

them. On July 12th my brigade was on picket and continued

on that duty until the morning of July 15th, when they were

relieved by troops of the Fifth Corps, and went into the rear of

the Southhall House. In the evening of the 15th the com-
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mand marched to Haines House and commenced to tear down

the old Rebel works in the vicinity, returning to camp on the

morning of the 16th. The brigade remained in camp until

July 21st when they were set to work making a covered way -

in the rear of the Fifth Corps entrenchments.

On July the 22d the brigade moved into the entrench-

ments previously occupied by Feno's Division of Colored

Troops, remaining in these works until July 26th, when at 3*30

P. M. the command was massed near Corps Headquarters and

at 4*25 moved "off towards the Appattomax, which river we

crossed on pontoons during the night. At daylight on the

27th the brigade crossed the James River and were soon

engaged in skirmishing with the enemy. On July 28th my

command marched to support the cavalry and at dark took up

a new position and entrenched. During the night of the 29th

we marched back to the vicinity of Petersburg, and at daylight

were massed in the rear of the Fifth Corps. After the explo-

sion of the mine and the failure of the assault on the enemy's

works the command returned to camp near the Southhall

House.

The loss of the brigade during the campaign, including the

battle of the Wilderness, when Colonel Carroll was in command,

is as follows

:

Commissioned officers killed 22
44 wounded 12

" 44 missing 9
Enlisted men killed 254

44 4 4 wounded 1320
44 44 missing 289

Total number of casualties :

Commissioned officers 103
Enlisted men 1852

Grand total 1955
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The conduct of both officers and men during the campaign

has been in every respect unexceptionable. It is a source of

extreme gratification to me to be able to recommend to the

Major-General commanding the division the gentlemen of my

staff for the prompt and efficient manner in which they executed

all my orders. Their gallantry on the field of battle has

seldom been surpassed.

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

THOMAS A. SMYTH,

Colonel Commanding Third Brigade, Second Division, Second

Army Corps.
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CHAPTER XVI.

SECOND DEEP BOTTOM.

On the 12th of August our corps marched to

City Point where we bivouacked. On the next day

we embarked on transports to go, as we supposed, to

Washington and defend it against the Rebels, who

were then in Maryland plundering, and burning, and

threatening our capital. We sailed down the river

a few miles and then anchored. At 10 o'clock P. M.

we turned our prow up stream and sailed to Turkey

Bend where we arrived about daylight.

Sunday, the 14th, while lying in the stream wait-

ing orders to disembark, we were saluted by two

shots from a Rebel battery. The first passed a little

above the boat, and the second fell short into the

river. The captain, not choosing to stand for a

mark, steamed under the bluff where we were hid

from view, otherwise it is probable that the next

shell would have torn us to pieces.

Having remained skirmishing and throwing up

breastworks till Saturday the 20th we recrossed the
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.lames, and marched to our former position. On

the next clay, Sunday, we marched to support tho

Fifth Corps, who were fighting for the Weldon Rail-

road.

On the 23d our (Second) Division marched to the

left, and bivouacked for the night near Ream's Station

on the Weldon Railroad. The next day our Regiment

were on picket duty, and supporting, with the rest of

the Division, the First Division whilst they destroyed

the road. At night we were withdrawn preparatory

to returning to camp; but on the morning of the

25th the enemy came up threatening to give battle,

and General Hancock is not the man to decline a

challenge. The fighting commenced early in tho

morning and lasted till night. We fought superior

numbers, and resisted every assault until about

sun-down, when one of the regiments in the works

gave way and we were obliged to withdraw, which

we did at night, with the loss of a battery, and a

large number of killed, wounded, and missing. Dur-

ing the engagement our hospital, which was at the

station and near to the breastworks, was ordered to

be removed to the rear, but whilst making arrange-

ments at a house about a mile from the front the

enemy's cavalry came in between us and the troops,

and thus left us out in tho cold. Our infantry, how-
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ever, soon drove them back, ana we returned to the

station. Just as we were about to get to work

again with the wounded a charge was made upon

our line a few rods from our hospital which proved

successful. Thus many of our wounded and hospital

attendants were left in their hands. Having with-

drawn during the night, we went into camp near the

Williams House on the 26th.

On the 16th of September our brigade was ordered

to "pack up, strike tents, and fall in," and in a few

minutes we were marching to Prince George Court

House. The Rebels had come round to our rear

near army headquarters, and, after surprising and

capturing our cavalry pickets, drove off about twenty-

five hundred head of cattle. We were sent to sup-

port the cavalry who had been sent in pursuit of the

missing herd ; but the beeves were driven within the

lines of the enemy before they could be overtaken,

and the next day, after feasting on Yankee beef, the

Rebel pickets bellowed to ours like bullocks. They

thought it, no doubt, a good joke; we thought it too

much like twitting on facts, to enjoy it.

We remained a week at the Court House, and

during the time tore down the county buildings and

constructed a large fort on their site. We were

quartered on the farm of Mr. Findley, who lived on

17
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it with his family, among whom were two stout

young sons. They were Union men, of course,

opposed to secession, and had never been in the

army.(?) When told that Mr. Lincoln would pro-

bably be re-elected, he said, "My God! then this

war is to be continued four years more."

On the 24th (September) we were "relieved " and

sent into the entrenchments in the rear of Fort

Morton to relieve the Tenth Corps. To do this it

was necessary to move very quietly, and under the

cover of night. The Confederates appeared to have

a great aversion to moving columns of Federal

troops, and we, not because we were afraid of min-

nies, cannon balls, or mortar shells, be it supposed,

but because we would not provoke them, were par-

ticular to move at night, under covered ways,

through ravines, or behind woods. We had seen a

colored column, neglecting these precautions, very

much demoralized by a few shells from a Eebel bat-

tery thrown into their midst. We reached our

position without a casualty, and each man, and

officer too, imitating the example of the corps whom

we relieved, and availing ourselves of the works they

had erected, made himself as secure and comfortable

as circumstances would permit in rifle-pits, gopher

holes, and covered ways. The position was a good
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one, and quite near enough to witness the nightly-

exhibition of fire-works when the gunners of the

opposing forts were engaged in mortar practice.

The sight would have been beautiful at a greater

distance. The soldiers said it was not healthy for

shells to explode in the camps. The minnie balls

plugged the trees on all sides of us
;
but, fortunately,

over six feet from the ground. Behind our entrench-

ments we were safe from minnie balls, but upon any

knoll or .open space the billet-doux sent by Rebel

sharp-shooters from tree-tops were sure to reach

their destination, and many a man was killed or

wounded far enough in the rear, one might suppose,

from danger. Our surgeon and chaplain were
u driven in " with precipitate haste on one occasion.

They had just ascended the hill between brigade and

regimental headquarters when a sharp crack, in-

stantly followed by the buzzing sound of a bullet as

it passed, warned them they were "in range." With-

out stopping to ask who fired they plunged their

rollers into their horses' sides, and flew to camp.

Near to our hospital, on a little field, was the

cabin of an old colored man, who described to me the

first skirmish before Petersburg, and the scenes con-

nected with it. He told me that when it was

known that our army were crossing the James there
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was a great stampede of both whites and blacks to

the north side of the Appomattox. He asked the

colored people who they left. "Oh," said they,

" the Yankees are coming ! They have horns ! and

only one eye, right on the top of their heads!" I

asked him if he believed that. "No, massa," he

said; "I told them I should stay. If they had but

one eye they would not see me, for they had to shut

one eye to shoot."

From Fort Morton we removed, in the night,

about a mile to the left to Fort Davis
;
thence, to do

picket duty for a night to Fort Sedgwick, which

was regarded as the hottest point along the line, and

for that reason was called by the soldiers and most

generally known as Fort Hell. The Rebels had a

fort near to this which they called Fort Damnation.

From Fort Sedgwick we returned to the right a^ong

the line of entrenchments near our former position,

and just opposite to the crater formed by the explo-

sion of the mine on the 30th of July.

On the 25th of October we were withdrawn from

the fortifications to the rear, and the next morning,

our corps leading the advance, marched to the left

beyond our fortified lines. We crossed the Weldon

Railroad south of the Yellow Tavern, and bivouacked

at night near Gravelly E,un. Again our Regiment
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was thrown to the front, and placed on picket on the

enemy's ground.

On the 27th we encountered the enemy at

Gravelly Run, when they attempted to resist our

progress. The fight which ensued was a spirited

one though short, and our loss was considerable

for so short an engagement. It was here that Major

William F. Smith, commanding the Eegiment, was

mortally wounded whilst pressing the men up to the

enemy's line.

No officer or soldier of the First Delaware will

think it a disparagement of himself, for me to say,

that a braver officer or better soldier was not among

them than Major Smith. In anticipation of a battle,

I have seen him turn pale—this is said to have been

a characteristic of one of Napoleon's bravest mar-

shals—but in a fight, it is the testimony of all who

saw him, he was among the bravest of the brave.

Circumstances develop the characters of men. Major

Smith's character as a man was brought out in his

last suffering. He was patient and resigned, said his

surgeons, beyond that of any man they had ever

served in the hospitals. Conscious of his sinfulness,

he had the candor and grace to confess it, and the

humanity to seek forgiveness. An order having been

received for the Eegiment to return to our State that

17*
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we might have the opportunity to vote at the

Presidential election—I offered to remain with him

—fearing, indeed, almost assured by his sur-

geons, that he could not live till we returned, but

he said,

"No, Chaplain, go home, you can do more good there

than by staying with me/'

He was an unselfish man. He died of his wounds

on the 6th of November, 1864, at the hospital of the

Second Division, Second Corps. He had been twice

wounded before in action—once at Fredericksburg,

and again at Gettysburg.

From Gravelly Run the enemy fell back, and we

pursued them rapidly to Hatcher s Eun where it

crosses the Boydton plank road. At that point we

were within six miles of the South Side Railroad

—

the objective point we hoped to reach and hold. But

we had not yet reached the end of the enemy's en-

trenched lines. Two divisions of the Fifth Corps,

under General Warren, followed the Second, but, in-

stead of closing up with General Hancock, a gap

between the two corps was left, through which the

enemy rushed and made a violent assault on our

right and rear. General Hancock faced his men to

meet it, and, after a bloody combat, drove him with-
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in his works, and in the night we withdrew to our

old position.

At Hatcher's Run our hospital department was in

the closest place we had ever been. The ambulances

halted in an old field and were arranged to receive

the wounded. "Whilst loading them, the firing com-

menced in our rear, and we had but just time enough

to get them all into the ambulances when a portion

of our troops fell back through the woods near us.

One of our batteries was getting into position, pre-

paratory to raking the corner of the field and woods

where we were, and scarcely had we withdrawn to

go to the farm house, which the surgeons had selected

for a hospital, when they opened a brisk fire upon

the enemy emerging from the woods, and drove them

back. Before all the ambulances had reached the

hospital, shells began to burst over and around it,

and we moved from one point to another to avoid

them. Wherever we went there seemed to be the

point of attack. Yet the shots were not fired at

the hospital but at the troops who were on all sides

of us. The enemy had formed a line across the road

by which we had in the morning gone up, and until

General Hancock drove them back to their works,

there was no way of retreat for us.

We had more wounded than could be removed and
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many were left, with, a detail of surgeons to attend

to them, in the hands of the enemy. Among the

wounded was a lad, apparently not more than fifteen

years old. In form he was slender and delicate.

His face was pleasant, and his voice as sweet as a

girl's. He had been struck by a piece of a shell in

the groin, and the flesh as large as two hands of a

man was torn off to the bone. He looked im-

ploringly to one and another as they came up

to see his ghastly wound. When I approached

him, addressing words of sympathy, and asked

him if I should pray for him, his eyes became

like wells of water. We knelt by the side of the

stretcher and implored God to receive his soul washed

in the atoning blood of the Lamb, when he had done

and suffered all that was appointed for him here.

To pray for his recovery seemed like asking for that

which it was not God's will to grant. Yet we know

that all things are possible with him. We have

known those to recover whom the surgeons thought

skill could not save. At Gettysburg a member of

the Seventh Union Regiment of Virginia* was

wounded in the thigh by a fragment of a shell which

broke the bone. The place and nature of the frac-

* This soldier's father belonged to the Seventh Rebel Regiment

of Virginia, and they had met and fought in seven battles.
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ture was such that his recovery was thought to be

impossible, and not till all others had been attended

to— some ten days after he was wounded— was

any effort made to extract the shell. Yet it was

done, and he finally recovered and returned to his

friends.
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CHAPTER XVII.

TIIU JLAST campaign.

After the 27th of October, until the opening of

the spring campaign in 1865, the operations of

our army were principally confined to the defence

and extension of our lines. A good part of the

winter months was spent by the soldiers in building

quarters, for scarcely had they finished their quar-

ters, and prepared their camps in one place, before

they were removed to another farther to the left,

and by the 7th of February our lines extended

to Hatcher's Puin.

General Hancock having become commander of

the First Veteran Eeserve Corps, with his head-

quarters in Washington, D. 0., General Humphrey

was assigned to the command of the Second Corps.

The last campaign of the Army of the Potomac,

commenced on March 29th, 1865. About this time,

Lieutenant-General Grant says, "he spent days of

anxiety, lest each morning should bring the report

that the enemy had retreated the night before.



FIRST DELAWARE REGIMENT. 203

Everything looked favorable' to the defeat of the

enemy, and the capture of Petersburg and Rich-

mond." On the night of the 27th General Ord

brought from the north side of the James portions

of the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Corps, and

McKenzie's Cavalry, and joined the Army of the

Potomac at Hatcher's Run, on the morning of the

28th.

On the 29th the Second Corps, commanded by

General Humphreys, was at Dabney's Mill, pushing

forward. In a despatch to General Sheridan, Gene-

ral Grant said, " I now feel like ending the matter,

if it is possible to do so before going back."

On the 30th the rain fell in torrents, and the

roads became almost impassable. It was with the

utmost difficulty that we moved our hospital a

mile to the left and front to the " Three Chimneys."

On the 31st General Warren, with the First Divis-

ion of the Fifth Corps, attempted to gain possession

of the White Oak road, but, being attacked by

a superior force, they were driven back upon the

Second, and they in turn upon the Third, before

the enemy could be checked. A division of our

corps was sent to their support, and the enemy

driven back with heavy loss, and possession of the

road was gained. General Sheridan, at this time,



204 HISTORY OF THE

was operating upon our extreme left, and got

possession of Five Forks, but the enemy reinforced

his cavalry, defending that point, with infantry, and

forced him back towards Dinwiddie Court House.

Sheridan dismounted his whole command, except

enough mounted men to take charge of the horses,

and thus was enabled to keep the enemy at bay

until reinforced by General McKenzie's cavalry and

the Fifth Corps. Thus reinforced, he, on the next

day, April 1st, attacked the enemy and carried his

strongly fortified position, and captured all his

artillery and between 5000 and 6000 prisoners,

who were the next day (April 2d) marched past

our (Second) Division Hospital. Some whom we

supposed were officers seemed chagrined, but others

were as jolly as schoolboys, whose tasks were over.

Some showed considerable regard for the claims of

the inner man, by carrying beef-bones which they

had picked up and on which was some fresh meat.

They made themselves merry upon seeing the offi-

cers of the hospital with white paper collars. We,

however, had the best of the joke at seeing them

without guns marching to our rear under guard.

The wounded in the cavalry engagement were

sent back from the Five Forks, with instructions to

report to the first infantry hospital they should come
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to; and between midnight and day of the 2d, a long

train of loaded ambulances halted in our yard.

Surgeon Brinton, in charge of the hospital, with

characteristic kindness and generosity received them,

and immediately aroused his assistants, cooks, and

attendants who gave the necessary attention. Among

the wounded were a few " Johnnies," one of whom

was an officer, who, according to his own account,

had sprained his ankle, though our surgeons could

find no evidence of injury. Lest he might be "play-

ing opossum" the surgeon in charge stationed a

guard with a fixed bayonet in his tent, who gave him

special attention. In one of the ambulances, there

was a soldier who needed nothing done for him,

except the few last things—such as we do for those

who have finished their course and fought their last

battle. He died on the way and we buried him

with religious services in the field, in an enclosure

which our working squad put up.

The military operations of the Army of the Poto-

mac, including of course those of our corps, division,

brigade, and regiment, from the 2d to the 9th of

April, are so fully and yet so succinctly presented in

the report of General Grant to the Secretary of War,

that it is here inserted as the most satisfactory and

valuable record that can be given.

18
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The report of Sheridan's success at the Five Forks

was received after nightfall by General Grant. He

says, " Some apprehension filled my mind lest the

enemy might desert his lines during the night
;
and

by falling upon General Sheridan before assistance

could reach him, drive him from his position and

open the way for retreat. To guard against this,

General Miles' Division of Humphreys' Corps was

sent to reinforce him, and a bombardment was com-

menced and kept up until 4 o'clock in the morning,

April 2d, when an assault was ordered on the

enemy's lines with his whole corps, sweeping every-

thing before him and to his left towards Hatcher's

Eun, captured many guns and several thousand pris-

oners. He was closely followed by General Ord's

command, until he met the other divisions of General

Ord's that had succeeded in forcing the enemy's lines

near Hatcher's Run. Generals Wright and Ord im-

mediately swung to the right and closed all of the

enemy on that side of them in Petersburg, while

General Humphreys pushed forward with two divi-

sions and joined General Wright on the left. Gene-

ral Parke succeeded in carrying the enemy's main

line, capturing guns and prisoners, but was unable to

carry his inner line. General Sheridan being advised

of the condition of affairs, returned General Miles to
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his proper command. On reaching the enemy's lines

immediately surrounding Petersburg, a portion of

General Gibbons' Corps, by a most gallant charge,

captured two strong enclosed works—the most salient

and commanding south of Petersburg—thus mate-

rially shortening the line of investment necessary for

taking the city. The enemy south of Hatchers Run

retreated westward to Sutherland's Station, where

they were overtaken by Miles' Division. A severe

engagement ensued, and lasted until both his right

and left flanks were threatened by the approach of

General Sheridan, who was moving from Ford's

Station towards Petersburg, and a division sent by

General Meade from the front of Petersburg, when

he broke in the utmost confusion, leaving in our

hands his guns and many prisoners. This force re-

treated by the main road along the Appomattox

River.

" During the night of the 2d the enemy evacuated

Petersburg and Richmond, and retreated towards

the Danville road, keeping near the Appomattox,

followed by General Meade with the Second and

Sixth Corps, while General Ord moved for Burkes-

ville along the South Side Road ; the Ninth Corps

stretched along the road behind him. On the morn-

ing of the 4th General Sheridan struck the Danville
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road near Jettersville, where lie learned that Lee

was at Amelia Court House. He immediately en-

trenched himself and awaited the arrival of General

Meade, who reached there the next day. General

Ord reached Burkesville on the evening of the 5th.

" On the morning of the 5th I addressed Major-

General Sherman the following communication.

Wilson's Station, April 5th, 1865.

" 1 General :—All indications now are that Lee will attempt to

reach Danville with the remnant of his force. Sheridan who

was up with him last night, reports all that is left, horse, foot,

and dragoons, at twenty thousand, much demoralized. We
hope to reduce this number one-half. I shall push on to

Burkesville, and if a stand is made at Danville, will, in a few

days, go there. If you can possibly do so, push on from where

you are, and let us see if we cannot finish the job with Lee's

and Johnson's armies. Whether it will be best for you to strike

for Greensboro' or nearer to Danville, you will be better able to

judge when you receive this. Kebel armies are now the only

strategetic points to strike at.

" 1 U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant-General.

" 1 Major-General W. T. Shekman.'

"On the morning of the 6th it was found that

General Lee was moving west of Jettersville towards

Danville. General Sheridan moved with his cavalry

(the Fifth Corps having been returned to General

Meade on his reaching Jettersville) to strike his
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flank, followed by the Sixth Corps, while the Second

and Fifth Corps pressed hard after, forcing him to

abandon several hundred wagons and several pieces

of artillery. General Ord advanced from Burkes-

ville towards Farmville, sending two regiments of

infantry and a squadron of cavalry under Brevet

Brigadier-General Theodore Keed, to reach and de-

stroy the bridges. This advance met the head of

Lee's column near Farmville, which it heroically at-

tacked and detained until General Keed was killed

and his small force overpowered. This caused a

delay in the enemy's movements, and enabled Gene-

ral Ord to get well up with the remainder of his

force ; on meeting this the enemy immediately en-

trenched himself. In the afternoon General Sheridan

struck the enemy south of Sailor's Creek, captured

sixteen pieces of artillery, and about four hundred

wagons, and detained him till the Sixth Corps got

up, when a general attack of both infantry and

cavalry was made which resulted in the capture of six

or seven thousand prisoners, among whom were many

general officers. The movements of the Second

Corps and General Ord's command contributed largely

to the day's success.

" On the morning of the 7th the pursuit was re-

newed, the cavalry, except one division and the Fifth

18*
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Corps, moving by Prince Edward's Court House; the

Sixth Corps, General Ord's command, and one divi-

sion of cavalry on the Farmville, and the Second

Corps by the High Bridge road. It was soon found

that the enemy had crossed the Appomattox, but so

close was the pursuit that the Second Corps got

possession of the common bridge at High Bridge

before the enemy could destroy it, and immediately

crossed over. The Sixth Corps and a division of

cavalry crossed at Farmville to its support.

" Feeling now that General Lee's chance of escape

was utterly hopeless, I addressed him the following

communication from Farmville

:

April 7th, 1865.

" 1 General : The result of the last week must convince you

of the hopelessness of further resistance, on the part of the

Army of Northern Virginia, in this struggle. I feel that it is

so, and regard it as my duty, to shift from myself the respon-

sibility of any further effusion of blood, by asking of you the

surrender of that portion of the Confederate States Army

known as the Army of Northern Virginia.

" 1 U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant-General.

"'General R. E. Lee.'

" Early on the morning of the 8th, before leaving,

I received at Farmville, the following

:

, 1865.

"
' General : I have received your note of this day. Though
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not entertaining the opinion you express on the hopelessness of

further resistance on the part of the Army of Northern Vir-

ginia, I reciprocate your desire to avoid useless effusion of

blood, and, therefore, before considering your proposition, ask

the terms you will offer, on condition of its surrender.

" ' R E. LEE, General.

" 1 Lieutenant-General U. S. Gkant.'

" To this I immediately replied

:

"'Apeil 8th, 1865.

" 1 General : Your note of last evening, in reply to mine of the

same date, asking the conditions on which I will accept the

surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia, is just received.

In reply, I would say that peace being my great desire, there

is but one condition I would insist upon, namely : that the

men and officers surrendered shall be disqualified for taking

up arms against the Government of the United States, until

properly exchanged. I will meet you, or will designate offi-

cers to meet any officers you may name, for the same purpose

at any point agreeable to you, for the purpose of arranging

definitely the terms upon which the surrender of the Army

of Northern Virginia will be received.

"'US. GRANT, Lieutenant-General.

"
' General R. E. Lee/

"Early on the morning of the 8th, the pursuit was

resumed. General Meade followed on the north of

the Appomattox, and General Sheridan, with all

the cavalry, pushed straight for Appomattox Sta-

tion, followed by General Ord s command, and the
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Fifth Corps. During the day, General Meade's

advance had considerable fighting with the enemy's

rear guard, but was unable to bring on a general

engagement. Late in the evening General Sheridan

struck the railroad at Appomattox Station, drove

the enemy from there, and captured twenty-five

pieces of artillery, a hospital train, and five trains

of cars loaded with supplies for Lee's army. During

this day I accompanied General Meade's column,

and about midnight received the following commu-

nication from General Lee

:

"'April 8th, 1865.

" 1 General : I received at a late hour your note of to-day. In

mine of yesterday, I did not intend to propose the surrender

of the Army of Northern Virginia, but to ask the terms

of your proposition. To be frank, I do not think the emer-

gency has arisen to call for the surrender of this army, but as

the restoration of peace should be the sole object of all, I

desire to know whether your proposal would lead to that end.

I cannot, therefore, meet you with a view to surrender the

Army of Northern Virginia, but as far as your proposal may

affect the Confederate forces under my command, and tend

to the restoration of peace, I should be pleased to meet you,

at 10 A. M. to-morrow, on the old stage road to Eichmond,

between the picket lines of the two armies.

" 1 E. E. LEE, General.
"

' Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant.'

" Early on the morning of the 9th, I returned him
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an answer as follows, and immediately started to join

the column north of the Appomattox

:

"'April 9th, 1865.

" 1 General : Your note of yesterday I received. I have no

authority to treat on the subject of peace; the meeting pro-

posed for 10 A. M. to-day could lead to no good. I will state

however, General, that I am equally anxious for peace with

yourself, and the wrhole North entertains the same feeling.

The terms on which peace can be had are well understood.

By the South laying down their arms they will hasten that

most desirable event, save thousands of human lives, and

hundreds of millions of property not yet destroyed. Seriously

hoping that our difficulties may be settled without the loss of

another life, I subscribe myself, etc.

"
' U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant-General.

General R. E. Lee/

u On the morning of the 9th, General Ord's com-

mand of the Fifth Corps reached Appomattox Sta-

tion just as the enemy was making a desperate effort

to break through our cavalry. The infantry were

at once thrown in. Soon after a white flag wa3

received, requesting a suspension of hostilities

pending negotiations for a surrender.

" 1 Before reaching General Sheridan's headquarters,

I received the following from General L£e

:

April 9th, 1865.

"'General: I received your note of this morning, on the
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picket line, whither I had come to meet you, and ascertain

definitely what terms were embraced in your proposal of yes-

terday, with reference to the surrender of this army. I now

ask an interview in accordance with the offer contained in your

letter of yesterday for that purpose. R. E. LEE, General.

" 1 Lieutenant-General U. S. Gkant.'

"The interview was held at Appomattox Court

House, the result of which is set forth in the follow-

ing correspondence

,

u ' Appomattox Couet-House, Va., April 9th, 1865.

" General : In accordance with the substance of my letter to

you of the 8th inst., I propose to receive the surrender of the

Army of Northern Virginia, on the following terms, to wit

:

Bolls of all the officers and men to be made in duplicate,

one copy to be given to an officer to be designated by me,

the other to be retained by such officer as you may designate.

The officers to give their individual paroles not to take up arms

against the Government of the United States until properly ex-

changed; and each company or regimental commander sign

a like parole for the men of their commands.

"'The arms, artillery, and public property to be parked

and stacked, and turned over to the officer appointed by me to

receive them. This will not embrace the side arms of the

officers, nor their private horses or baggage.

" ' This done, each officer and man will be allowed to return

to his home, not to be disturbed by United States authority,

so long as they observe their paroles and the laws in force

where they reside. U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant-General.

" 1 General R. E. LeeJ
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" 1 Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, ]

April 9th, 1865. J

u ' General : I received your letter of this date containing the

terms of the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia, as

proposed by you. As they are substantially the same as those

expressed in your letter of the 8th inst., they are accepted.

I will proceed to designate the proper officers to carry the stip-

ulations into effect. R E. LEE, General.

" 1 Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant/

"The command of Major-General Gibbon, the

Fifth Army Corps, under Griffin, and McKenzie's

cavalry, were designated to remain at Appomattox

Court-House until the paroling of the surrendered

army was completed, and to take charge of the

public property. The remainder of the army re-

turned to the vicinity of Burkesville."

After the surrender, the Generals rode through

their respective commands to congratulate them and

to receive their congratulations. It was a proud day

for our commanders, and the woods and hills rang

with the joyous shouts of the soldiery. One general

officer was not there. His absence was felt and re-

gretted by his whole command. No one was happier

or prouder than he would have been if he had been

present. But he was to return no more. His voice

cheering and urging his men on the field of glory
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could be heard no more, nor could his soldierly form

again be seen. I refer to Brigadier-General Thomas

A. Smyth. In the last skirmish of his brigade he

fell mortally wounded at the High Bridge near Farm-

ville, Virginia, on the 7th of April, and died of his

wounds on the way to his family in Wilmington,

Delaware, on the day and about the time of the

surrender, April 9th, 1865. He died not in vain.

The object for which he fought was attained. The

cause in which he died was triumphant.

The citizens of Petersburg and Kichmond, and

probably some of the Confederate officers, were sur-

prised beyond measure when their army was driven

from their entrenchments. The day after their lines

were broken we came upon one of their hospitals in

which were more than a hundred wounded soldiers,

among whom was Captain Jones, A. A. G., of Ala-

bama. He had served the Confederates from the

commencement of the war without injury, until the

day of our final assault, when he lost a leg. A more

gentlemanly man I never met. We exchanged cards

and hoped to meet under pleasanter circumstances.

He thought the war would yet be a long one, and

said that General Lee was not disconcerted by our

success, and that he had made arrangements six

weeks before to retreat, if it should be necessary. I
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told him I thought humanity required that they

should cease to fight, for our resources in men and

means were greater than their's, but he thought their

condition not yet desperate. When I told him that

Sheridan was on their right flank and that General

Thomas was marching on Danville in their rear, he

seemed surprised. He said though he could fight no

man he was yet a rebel in heart.

A lady who was in church at Richmond when the

despatch was received that their lines were broken,

and Richmond must be evacuated, said they were as

much astonished as they could have been if a thun-

derbolt had burst into their midst at noon-day and

under a clear sky. They had been led to believe that

it was impossible to take their capital. A few days

afterwards when she went on board the steamer at

City Point, on her way to Baltimore, she was vexed

to see the table spread with all the luxuries of the

season ;—she having gone hungry to bed every night

for two years, often making a supper on dry corn

bread. When she reached Baltimore and found the

streets crowded with busy people, the stores filled

with goods, she was angry to think how they had

been duped, for it had been represented in Richmond

that the North was suffering as much as the South.

Soon after we returned to Burkesville we heard of

19
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the assassination of President Lincoln. At first it

was regarded as a rumor and not generally credited.

But when it was officially announced that he was

dead the excitement was intense, and if a battle had

occurred soon after, there probably would have been

no prisoners taken.

On the 1st of May we left Burkesville to return to

"Washington. We marched through Manchester,

Richmond, and Fredericksburg, and encamped on the

south side of the Potomac, near Munson's Hill, about

six miles from Washington, D. 0., on the 15th.

The march was a severe one on the soldiers, and

our hospitals were soon filled with the sick. The

mortality was greater, especially among the new

levies, than I had ever known.

It was a sad duty to bury the soldiers, who, having

passed through many battles and come to the close

of the war, were almost home. A young wife came

to the hospital just in time to nurse her husband a

few days before his death. A father came to see his

son who only revived enough to recognize him before

he died. A young man came only in time to get the

remains of his brother before he was buried. Others

came after the grave was closed over their loved

ones.
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One of the First Delaware died at the depot in

Washington on our way home to be discharged.

After the surrender of the Rebel armies our sol-

diers became impatient for their discharge. While

the enemy confronted them they performed their

duty faithfully, but as soon as the fighting was over

they were anxious to return to their homes. Many

of them forfeited the pay that was due them and

deserted at our last camp near Washington. It will

be seen by referring to the rolls that a large propor-

tion of the deserters were substitutes.

In obedience to orders from the War Department

the Regiment repaired to Wilmington, and was dis-

charged on the 14th day of July, 1865.

The war is over. We have the satisfaction of

knowing that all we fought for has been gained.

The rebellion is suppressed. Peace has returned to

our country. The rightful authority of the Govern-

ment is established on land and sea. The flag of the

Union floats in every State—no other is allowed to

wave on our territory, except those of foreign gov-

ernments with whom we are at peace. The suprem-

acy of National over State authority has been de-

monstrated by the sword. The right of secession,

if it was ever an unsettled question, has been decided
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in the negative, and will not again, we trust, distract

our peace or interrupt our prosperity.

More has been effected by the war than was origi-

nally intended:—Slavery is abolished. It expired

legally on the 18th day of December, 1865, by the

adoption of the Constitutional Amendment,

"God moves in a mysterious way,

His wonders to perform
;

He plants his footsteps in the sea,

And rides upon the storm."

The rolls which are appended are copies of the last

official rolls sent to the War Department, and con-

tain a military history of all who have been connected

with the Regiment.
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BATTLES IN WHICH THE FIRST DELAWARE REGIMENT
WAS ENGAGED.

Capture of Norfolk, Va May 10, 1862.

Antietam, Md Sept. 17, 1862.

Fredericksburg, Va Dec. 13, 1862.

Chancellorville, Va May 1-4, 1863.

Gettysburg, Pa July 2-3, 1863.

Auburn, Va Oct. 14, 1863.

Bristoe's Station, Va Oct. 14, 1863.

Locust Grove, Va Nov. 27, 1863.

Mine Run, Va Nov. 30, 1863.

Morton's Ford, Va Feb. 6, 1864.

Wilderness, Va May 5-12, 1864.

Po River, Va May 10, 1864.

Spottsylvania, Va May 12-17, 1864.

North Anna, Va May 23-27, 1864.

Coal Harbor, Va June 1-12, 1864.

Before Petersburg, Va From June 5, 1864, to April 2, 1865.

First Deep Bottom, Va July 27, 1864.

Second Deep Bottom, Va Aug. 14-20, 1864.

Reams' Station, Va Aug. 25, 1864.

Gravelly Run, Va Oct. 27, 1864.

Hatcher's Run, Va Oct. 27, 1864.

Capture of Petersburg, Va April 2, 1865.

High Bridge, Va April 7, 1865.

Capture of General Lee and the Army of North-

ern Virginia, Appomattox Court-House, Va April 9, 1865.

19*
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